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7 1 HEN hir began the fol- 
lorving Poem, 4 was ſo far 
from thinking of the Preſs; 


that I aimed 19 farther than to de- 


tribe, and that far my own Diver- 


ele Conlas 
Ihe Stripling, gent Golich and * 
Je David. K ron m UK 

5 After u bad, 2 ſuch Sore: as it is, 


ſenſibly ad. it were, 10 ſet forth the 
Noble 2 Leiendlbig ip, ieh, 
2 Atchierement of David 4 


S WP 7. 
888 


* the 


con. | 


jo ouly, The Monomachie, or Sing- 
between the Giant and 


performed that, cas Aratn on, in- 


— — 
To the Reader. 


contrafed between Prince Jonathan 
and Him: with the Effects of both, 
the Advancement of David to Places 
of Honour, Truſt and Power, and 
his brave diſcharge thereof, in the 
| Service of | hns King and N 
| Which, as it gained Vim the gr 
Love of the People, fo it — 22 f wh 
him the high Diſpleaſure of the King: T 
and, as Con ſequent thereof, the Trov- 
bles he ONO went I: 


- 


i 


| 8 attended hom þ in iff 
Proſperity and Greatnels, I could 
not find in my Heart, methought, 2 
Teave him in h Adverſity and de. 
preſſed State: 'but accompanying hi. 
through hi Sufferings under Saul, 
-wwatted on him, wt Thad ſeen 2 
Fer 8 on the Throne + Ifraclf 
| | Ther 


To the Reader. v 
Tbere again I made a Stand, as © 
willing to have made that the Bound 
f my Undertaking. But after I 
had paus'd awhile, look'd back, and 
tew'd the Steps I had taten; ob. 
erv'd from what a. low Beginning, 
tbroughg what extream Difficulties 
md Hardſhips, to what a towring 
Pitch of Height and Glory our Hero 
vas advanced: aud confidered alſo, 
bow ſoon this Great aud Mighty Mo- 
Parch, hi Excellent Man, through 
1; ſuddain Temptation of Luft, ex- 
ited by the alluring Bait of Beauty, 
ell into thoſe groſs and hainous Sins 
de Adultery and Murther; I could 
et for bear to diſplay that Part of 
n Life alſo, as fore ſeeing there 
in night ſome uſeful Remarks he made 
ell bereon, which might be Service 
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all 


; his Reign, and. hut lightly touching, 


ar -conſoquent- thereof, the contrived 


eminent Sorrow for it, Repentance 


To the Reader. 5 
to caution ther. Wherefore, run Wc 
ning haftily- over the former Part « 


iu A general way his Wars and Mar 
tial Enterprizes; '7 entred, as dire. Ii 
Aly as well could, upon the foul 

Story of fair BATH-SH EGA: and 


Heath of her abuſed Husband, the 


brave and valiant URIAH: hich, 
-with the better Account of David": 


it, Recovery from it, and Reſto: 
ration 10 the Favour f God a Kain 
c the Third n wy 


15 5 1 
\ There, Alert, I was fired to We” e; 


er. Stop; Which I thoug br wwouldflc 


have proved 4 full Stop: er laſt I. 
eu more than Twenty Years. - The 
Wy . Poem 


_ 
"ng, 


ter of the Firlt Book) 


To the Reader. 
Poem was bez, aud ſo far carried 


n (Axcepting only the Firſt Chap- 


in the Tear 
1688. When The Prince of Orange 


JInnding, and the Nation being in 


Arms; the Noiſe , Guns, and 
Sounds of Drums and Trumpets fo 
aſfrighted, and diſturbed my peace- 
ul Muſe, that-b9th She, for a while, 
or ſook me, and 1 thereupon the Work. 
Save that, upon a Review, ſome time 
after, obſerving how abruptly David 
was brought in: that he might noi 


look Iike one of the Knights Errand 
IF Old, ruſhing into a Fray with his 
IBeavor down, that none could know 
either who he was, Or. Whence he 
came, I added the Firſt Chapter : 
thereby begining * Story a little 
higher, 


vii” 


FFT 


[4 To the Reader. © | 


Hero 50 je Fea == the 3 more A. 
1 vantage. VIE 


ell of its ever going further, until 
' the lat Winter. When, having leſs 
Health, and more Leiſure, — — at 
ſometimes befare ; 100k it ap, fur an 
Entertainment, 10 anake ome. un. 
eaſie Hours paſs ſomewhat lefs unea- 
ſily over. And after I had read 1t 
through, cunſidering with m ſelf, 
that if, after. my Death, being fou 
among in looſe . Papers, it ſhould 


- paſs jor; at be but an imperfect, 
7 or _unfiniſh'd/P1 iege: {found an In. 
Clination of Mind, ib carry an the 
Log, if 1 could, 10 the End 

David's 


There 1 8 avithoar any. Pro- 


be committed to the Preſs; it could 


7 the Reader. 


Javid's Life. Wherefore giving 4 

ind Invitation to my gentle Muſe t 
eturn'(who, by. ſome ſhort Vilits, on I 
De ticular Der fume, in the Interval, 
bad given me ſome Ground to hope, ſhe 
had not quite abandoned me) Pemred 
gain upon the Subject, where I had | 
left off and by Degrees went: through d; 
it, till I had brought my wartike 3% 
Hero to on Papeete Grave. ; 


* * 
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After it was. fini hed, dliberering* "x 
elf Ligen the Publiſhing of. it; as be- 
mg ther 10 Publiſh it my fl, or leave 
10 it, as a Poſthume, ws a = 
ala (if thought fit ) by fume. kind Hand, 3 
ct, Bufter my Death: the Reaſons, which 4M 
1. unn d the Ballance for preſent Pridit-- 2 


Hh ing were ; Firſt, that, at preſent the - 5 
0] nb 1 * . which ry, 21 
d 4 dere ng 14 Ee 


Momus ſhould Carp (which: he lf 
Hul too apt to dy, even where there 1 


| leſs Occafuon for 1191 might be at hand, ü 
ready ny 


To the Reader 
hereafter he ſhut. Aud Secondly, 
That if, upon the Publication of. it 


elf ta Anſwer n Cavils; 
Who, Huny Cauſe be gi ven for. them 
gave it. though aj} wid within az 
Amen, fo 20 40. A Is; 


Till 1 hat aubotly = bed, an 
trauferihed, alſo, the Poein; I had 
not had it he Opportunity bf, perufing the 
Learned C W] LET DAY Inks; 
though Lhad beard Mit, and, I think 
bad once a tranſient. Sight Mit, hefore 
. began thou. Since I have read it 
8 with my beſt Attention: 
un um very well pleas d, that I had 
. read 1 — leſt his great 


Name, 


„ K er en >X- 


To the Reader. XI 


Name, high Stile, and lofty Fancy 
would have led me, though unawares, 
mo an apiſh Imitation of them ; : 
which doubtleſs would have od 
very odly, and ill in me, how admi- 
| ever” a hum. | 
| Hie Aim aud mine + diffe nite 
$4 the Method of each noleſs, He wrote 
Ir the Learned; and thoſe too of the 
Upper Form : and bis P lights are 
anſtwerable. * write for common 
Readers; in 4 Stile familiar, and 
S:Yeafee 1% be under ſtood by fuch. His 
ond have needed (if he had not ad- 
Woe it 15 4 os Paraphraſe upon it; o 
many difficult Paſſages 
& 2 2 as it Das none, wil uot, 
i "ou, * 970 
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- hade the ſame Aim in this, thb 


To the Reader. 


ane Indueement to it, as I had inf 
ThE”. Writing the Sacred H iſtory of both thei 

3 Old und the New Teſtament, 242. Tit 

[+ 1 andite, and endeavour to draw all, th 
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4 5 Youth efpecially, of either Sex, 40 


7 5 i bn their Time and Studies; 
playing Both in reading better 
Books, written on better Subjects, f 
2 than too r of them too often do. 


Cl 


* « A 


9 Va $ Nats 5 ©. 
5 Fan s 6% wholly a Stranger t0 


the Writings. of- the off Celebrated 
Poets, as well Antient as Modern, 
- :09-40Þ 10 Nuo, Yhat: the great Em- 
bellicbments of « their” "Poems. confi 
ume in their extravagant, and al. 
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To the Reader. 


/heffble's ; Lofty Language: with an 
introduction of Angels, Spirits, 


Fe 


Dæmons, and their reſpective Det- 
ties, Sc. Which, as not ſuitable tio 
my Purpoſe, I induftriouſly abflain- | 


0. 


In a Word, I am not ſo vain to 
ſeek Applauſe : I don't expect to be 
emmended. If Critics, on the one 
hand; and Carpers, on the other, will 
woe me leave to paſs the Streets 
uietly, without Quarrelling, or 
oſt'ling: "ts all I ark at their © 
Hands. I don t affeft the Title of 
Yoet. Let em call me, in that re- 
Lest, what they pleaſe. - The Learns * 
ed, and good Natur'd, will, I hope, 
be Favourable in their Cenſures: |: 
The Ignorant and Crabbed I regard . 

0b. 
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« XtV To the Reader. 
not. Tam more modeſt, than to ey 


pet Admiſſion among i the beſt Pj ) 
ets: and yet think it a little below ni 
to be Ranked with the very worſt 
Nec Suffænus ſum, nec inſcrib 
Praxitelem. am content to wall 
_ * In Medio Virtus: if F 4 may be allowe 
Medio T 8 ibis. 11 the * mid dle Way 

here the ſafeſt Walking 7s, an] 
where. I ſhall be ſure to find V x4 
TU : than whom I defire no bette#: 
Company. | on Th 
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ol CHAPTER 1 

any 1 Sing the Life of David, Iſrael's Ming. 

E RAE, thou ſacred Pon'r, who d t him bring 

tte Bom the Sheepfold, and Jet him on the Throne, © 
Thee ] invoke, on Thee Rely alone. 

Breath on my Muſe ; and fill her ſlender Quill 

With'thy refreſhing Dews from Hermon- Hill. 

That what ſhe Sings may turn unto thy Praiſe, 

$44 to th Name may laſting Trophies ys \Y 


BOOK I. 


mth. 


Feer King Saul had (by the Sia he wrought 

In Amalek ) divine Diſpleaſure brought San. 
Upon himſelf, and ſa the Lord provok d 95 
hough his * he with Religion cloak d) 

A That 


) 4 


2 _DAVIDETS. Boox II. 


7 Tr That God of his Promotion did 1 ö 

And, iz Decree, the Kingd from him rent; In 
Whilſt the good Prophidt, a mournful String, 

BewaiPd the Dommfal of the late made King: \ 


God to him did his ſacred Herald-call -------. 
(Samuel, by wham head Anginted Saul, 


LO” And ſaid, How long for Saul doſt mean to mourn 


— — ͤ»-ẽ 


Up, quickly fill with facring Oyl thy Horn. 
To Bethlemitiſh Jeſſe I intens 
Thee, on a ſpecial Errand ſtrait to ſend; 

For I, among his Sons, provided have 1 
A King, who ſhall my Beagle Rule and d Save 


ON\ 


Though to the Propher i it was full y known, do 


That God had Saul determined to Dethrone, 
And raiſe Another (for. himſelf did bri ing hen 
From God tly welcome Sentence to the King: J ear 
Yet did this dang” rous Errand him ſurprize ; e tc 


nk ſtruck win Fear; dfowcan Igo! he 7 ita 


2 ö mor 
* M0 Head muſt pay or mine «One I Kall 
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 ſoox 1. DAVID EIS 3 


The Lord, a gracious Maſter, who well knew 1%. 
That the good Prophet's Heart was right and true; 
\nd that his Fear from Frailty did ariſe, 
fair Expedient for him did deviſe. 


0, go, faid he, an Heifer with thee take; 


2, 


Ind ſay, I come a Sacrifice to make 

uWto the Lord: Call Jeſſe thereunto 
Ind I will ſhew thee what thou then ſhalt do, 
o, without Fear of any, but of me: 

nd him Anoint, whom I ſhall ſhew to thee. 


I Away went Samuel. And, to BethPem come, 
onven'd the Elders of the Place ; on whom 

trembling fell, for fear ſome great Diſaſter 

ad fallen out, which thither drew the Maſter, 

P Pherefore they ask'd him, If he came iz Peace. 

ug Nc anſw*ring, Jes: their Fears did quickly ceaſe. - | 

e told them then, He came to hold a Feaſt 

into the Eord (that Love might be encreas'd 

„ Inong them.) Bid them haſt, and ſanctifie 

hemſelves, that to the Feaſt they might draw nigh. 
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There is one more, the youngeſt: Cannot we 


DAVID EIS. Boox I 
Then unto Jeſſe's Houſe the Prophet went, 
Upon his ſpecial Errand moſt intent. 
And when, amongſt his Sons, he Eliab ſpy'd; 
Strait, This is He, within himſelf he cry'd. 
For Eliab was the eldeſt Son, a tall 4 
Young Man, and fit, he thought, to follow Saul. 
Therefore hefaid, Surely, Ihe Lord's Anointed 


Is now before him: This hath he appointed. 


0 
f 
But God thus checld him. Look not at the Fac * 
Nor outward Stature: but the iamard Grace. 
Think not that I, as Man, ſee: Th outward Px 
He looks upon; but TI regard the Heart. 

This Check made Samuel wary. He no more 
Conſults his Reaſon, as he did before. 

But when old Jeſſe had before him ſet 
Sewn of his Sons, all proper Perſons; yet 
The Prophet, to his Guide now haps cloſe, 


Told ms The Lord had choſen none of thoſe, 4 5 
Jt 


by 
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he 
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And are here all aid Sams*el, No. Gaia he Nad 
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D AVIDETS. 5 
o on without him : ? He my Flocks doth keep: 5 5 
and is from Home, at preſent, with my Sheep. 


K oon I. 


No, no, ſaid Samael : ſend, and fetch him Home : 
or we will not fit down until he come. 


! Strait to the Field a Meſſenger doth run, 

o fetch home David, Jeſſe's youngeſt Son. We 
Vhom, come, he makes before the Prophet ſtand. 
atil he had receiv'd the Lord's Command. 

hat quickly came. The Lord ſaid, Thi is he: 
zoint him. Samuel, with bended Knee, 

akes up his Horn; and on young David's Head, 
he Conſecrating Oyl doth freely ſhed. 


d Pat 
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From that Day forward, upon David came : 
he Spirit of the Lord; which might proclame. 
Jo well-diſcerning Eyes, his UnQtion : as 
If Saul's Rejection a ſure Token *twas, 
hat the good Spirit did from him depart ; 
he! nd to an evil Spirit left his Heart. 
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This evil Spirit fon the Lord is ſaid 1 
On Saul to come: And it ſuch Trouble made "In 
To Saul, and all his Servants ; that they thous|ſpro 
The beſt Expedient was, there ſhould be fought Nh 
Some ſkilful Man, who on his Harp might play: 


And drive that Spirit, for the time, away. f 
This they propoſe. He ſhews a ready Mind h 
To try it : bids them ſuch an Harper find. lis 
One mention'd David; whom he thus ſet forth: Nnd 
A cunning Player, and a Man of Worth; is 
Valiant and Wiſe; a comely Perſon; One $f 


To whom the Lord had ſpecial Favour ſhown, 


This tickled Saul. To Jeſſe {trait he ſent 
Some Meſſengers to fetch him. David went: e 
And with him Bread, Niue and a Kid did brinYha! 
A Preſeat, from his Father, to the King. it] 
ron 

His Office is aſſigned him, to ſtand 
Before the King; and with a skilful Hand, 

When Saul was troubled, on his Harp to play. 
He did fo; ty, evil Spirit went away. 
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This made him dear to Saul. Saul quickly found 1 
he Benefit, which did to him redound 
ug rom the ſweet Harper's Muſick. For the fake 
ght Nhereof, he did him Armor-Bearer make. 
lay; Martial Office *twas, to bear the Shed 
f Saul, when he ſhould march into the Field. 
hich ſhews, he found David as well could weild 
lis Arms (a Lance, or Spear, and maſſy Sheild) 
rth Ind thereby, if Occaſion were, defend 

lis Perſon, and, in need, due Succour lend: 

5 ſoftly ſtrike upon the tuneful String; 
n. Ind thereby give Refreſhment to the King. 
herefore, unwilling David ſhould go back, 
eſt he too ſoon his Miniſtry might lack ;) 
e ſent again to Jeſſe, to requeſt 
hat, with his leave, he might be longer bleſt 
ith David's Service: that he might be freed 


rom his Diſtemper. Jeſſe ſoon agreed, 


lay. A4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. I. 


Hile Saul yet Reign'd (altho? by God rejeQcWir 
| wal he had the Lord's Command neglecte rh 

. 25 The Philiſtins, with a puiſſant Hoſt, 

| Made an Invaſion upon Judah's Coaſt. 

Whom to repel, King Saul (when he it knew) 


The Men of Tfrael together drew. 


1 


. 


Upon two Fils the Warlike Camps were ſeen 
A Valley lying in the midſt between. 
Each Army ſtanding in Battalia rang'd, 
Before a Stroke, on either ſide, was chang'd; 
From out the Camp of Philiſtint, behold, 
There iſſuꝰd forth a Champion, proudly bold. 'A 
Upon his ſcouling Brow fate fuming Wrath; C/ 


__. 4 
* 2 


His Name, Goliah; and his City, Gar bh. I 
In height he was fix Cubits and a Span: ＋. 
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Rather, indeed, a Monſter, than a Man. 
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pon his Head a Pot of Braſs he ware, x Sam, 
Too great for any Head, but his, to bear. 

\nd in a Coat of Mail he was array'd, 

That of fine Braſs, five Thouſand Shekels weigbb'd. 
is Shoulders did a brazen Target bear. 

etc{nd on his Legs he Greaves of Braſs did wear. 
2CtcYſhe Staff too of his Spear full well might ſeem, 

or Bigneſs, to have been a Weaver's Beam. 

he only Head whereof (tis ſtrange to ſay) 

Six Hundred Shekels did, of Iron, weigh. 

Before him went his Squire, who bore his Sheild ; 
oo great for any, but himſelf, to weild. 


WW 


ſeenll 
Come within hearing of the Camp of Saul, | 
o Iſrael's Armies he aloud did call; | 
; nd to this purpoſe ſpake, + What need ye try _ 
The Fortune of a Battle? Am not I, 
A Philiſtin? You, Servants unto Saul? 
, Chooſe you a Man, the Stouteſt of you all; 
If he be able me, in Fight, to ſlay;  - „ 
Then we henceforth will your Commands obey: 


| ; | 
p< [4 1 
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ogy But if, in ſingle Combat, J prevail, 0 
* And kill him; you to ſerve us ſhall not fail. 
| * Come, ſhew your Courage : Let it now appear, 
Ve have, at leaſt, one Man, that's void of Fear, 
All IraePs Armies I, this Day, deſie: 


| Give me a Man, that may my Proweſs try, 


| Thus, forty Days together, did he brave 

| The Iſraelites; yet none an Anſwer gave. 

| For Saul himſelf was terribly afraid j 

And the whole Hoſt of Iſrael fore diſmay d. 


While thus this Son of Earth did proudly vaunt, 
i And, with his Looks, an Hoſt of Hebrews daunt ; 
It ſo fell out, or rather God fo wrought, 

iþ That little David to the Camp was brought ; 
Dawid, old Jeſſe's Son, the Ephrathite, 
Fitter, in {hew, to follow Sheep, than Fight, 


Sevn other Sons had Jeſſe: Eight in all. 
Three of the Eldeſt ſerved under Saul. 
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o ſee how well they far'd, and how things went, : rags 
he good old Man his Youngeſt, David, ſent, 

ot empty-handed. David early roſe, 

Ind to the Camp, with ViQuals laded, goes: 

not without providing One to keep, 

ill he came back again, his Father's Sheep. 


Juſt as the Hoſt, to fight, was going out, 
ind, for the Signal, did, to Battle, ſhout ; 

ame David to the Trench : With haſt he ran 

o find his Brethren, &er the Fight began. 

uud, as with them he talking ſtood, anon 
ame forth the Philiſtin's bold Champion, 
nclos'd in Braſs; and, with an hideous Cry, 
Denounc'd his Challenge then, as formerly. 
t ſight of whom, a Sight that carried Dread, 
The Men of Iſrael to their Trenches fled, 


Unt. 


No ſooner heard young David the Deſy, 

ut brave Diſdain did ſparkle in his Eye. 
is Mettle roſe ; his Breaſt with Courage ſwelbd: 
e ſcarce himſelf, from falling on, with-held. 
That 


1 
| 
| 
1 
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| (Not daunted with the Snibs of's eldeſt Brother 


D AVIDEIS Boox 


That Spirit which, from God, upon him came 
At his Anointing, now doth more enflame 

His Heart with holy Zeal; and doth him bear 
Above the ſenſe of Danger, and of Fear. 

He could not brook, That one, Ducircumcis d, 1 
Defying Iſrael, ſhould go unchaſtiz'd. = 
He talk*d with one : he turn'd him to another 


He let them, both by Word and Geſture, know, 
He durſt _ the great Goliah go. 


The Rumor of him reach'd the Royal Ten. 
And from the King a Meſſenger was ſent, 
To bring him to him. In he nimbly ſtept, 
And faid, O King, The Challenge 1 accept. 
Let no Man's Heart him fail: for, in the might x 
Of God, I with this Philiſtin will Fight. = T7: 
| vi 
is 


Wil 
rel 


Alas! ſaid Saul (when he obſery'd the Lad, 
A Shepherd-Swain, all in Sheep's Ruſſet clad) 
To fight with him thou art too weak by far; 
Thou but a Touth; and hea Man of War. 
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ne put Fear away, O King, the Youth reply'd 1 


e is not weak who hath God on his ſide. 
rear the God of a'el, and have found, 

oung tho*-I am, his Strength, in need, abound. 
ay hy Servant flew a Lyon, and a Bear, 

hat, from my Father's Flock, a Lamb did tear. 
Jad, fince this Philiſtin hath, in his Pride, 
there Armies of the Living God defy'd; 
b Uncircumciſed Wretch no more ſhall be, 
han was the Lyon, or the Bear, to me. 
he Lord, who from the Bear's and Lyon's Paw 
m. pid me preſerve, becauſe I loy'd his Law; 

Vill, I believe, ſince in his Fear I ſtand, 

reſerve me out of this great Labber's Hand. 


igith The King amaz'd, yet glad withal, to find, 
I ſuch a Straight, fo well-refolv'd a Mind, 
Pives his Conſent, and prays the Lord to bleſs 
ld, Fs little Combatant with great Succeſs. 
d) Flimſelf, with his own Armour, David arms, 
; Jo render him the more ſecure from Harms. 


Upon 


% 
: 

: 

3 


z 
EF 
' 
an 
fi 
: 
P © 
Gi 
114 
| 
+; 
1 
VE; 
: 
* 
Þ 
WT | 
11 
N þ 
Ty 
o 14 
. 
wy 1 
2 
4 N 
N B34 
* bo 
—_— 7 + 
18 
N 117 
* 
114 
- Fr 
4 - 1 
=. 
14 
11 
1 
1 
1 
5 
28 
1 
- | : 
4.4 17 
, BF") 
5 | 
1 NH 
* j f 
| 1 
1 
* ' 
—_ 
Y / 


14 DAVIDEITIS Book | 


? 2 Upon his Head an Helmet he doth put 
Olk maſſy Braſs, through which no Sword could cu! 
Then loads him alſo with a Coat of Mail, 
Which, having oft been try'd, did never fail. 
On all this Gear his Sword did David gird ; 
Then try'd to go: As ſoon as &er he ſtir'd, 
He too unweildy was, he found, to move; 
Nor durſt he fight in Arms he did not prove. 
Saul's Armour therefore David did refuſe. 
Who fights for God muſt not Man's W, eapons ne. 
Wherefore Saul's Armour leaving in his Tent, In 
He took his Staff in's Hand, and out he went, 
His Sling in t'other Hand: and, as he goes, | © 
He five ſmooth Stones, out of the Valley, choſe, B 
Opens his Scrip, and puts the Stones therein ; 0 
And then draws near unto the Philiſtin. MT 


The Gyant, rolling round his gogling Eyes, 
At length the little Hebrem coming ſpies. 
At whom his haughty Breaſt with Scorn did ſwe 
And with ſuch Words as theſe, he on him fell. T 


6 Al 


Wook I. DAVIDEIS.. 
Am I a Dog, thou deſpicable Boy, SET 
1 cM That thus thou com'ſt, with Staves, rad wannoy ? 
Come hither, Sirrah, and thy: Fleſh, for Meat, 
PIl give-unto the Fowls; and Beaſts to cat: 
hen by his Gods (what could he ment worle!} 
e belches out an execrable Curſez | © 7 07 
ith ſuch a Diz, as made the Valley. hate, 
nd Beaſts rer unto their Deus betake. 
1s 1194 Þ Hueib ta + 

When he had ended, Dawd did begin; 
nd thus accofted "ain: Proud Phili 9787 | 


* , | 


ant 576 | , 
L Thou conſt to me With Sword eder. 
But to thee come in the Name, and Fa. 
Of God, the Lord of Hoſts, by thee defyd, 
The God of 1/7a'el, to chaſtize thy Pride. 
This Day will God into my hand thee bur, hs 
And from thy Trunk thy curſed Head Pl! cut. 
Of all your Hoſt the Carcaſes, this Day, 
Shall to the Fowls and Beafts be made a Prey ; © + 
That all, who on the ſpacious Earth do dwell, 
May know there is a God in Iſrael, | 
« al | : And 
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16 
And to this whole Aſſemby 't ſhall appear, 


17. 


David again advanc'd to him as faſt, 
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© That not by Sword the Lord doth ſave, nor Spes F 


© The Lord our God, the Battle doth command. 
© And he will give you up into our hand. 


So ſpake the ſprightly Youth. And at that Wor 
Th' enraged Gyant was fo throughly ſtir'd, 
That forth he ſtep'd.; and lifting up his Spear, ſhy 
With direful Threats, to David he drew near. 


And taking, from his Scrip, a Stone; it caſt 1 
From out his Sling, and ſmote the Philiſtin hs 
Juſt on his Forehead, and the Stone ſank in. 
Down fell the frighrful! Monſter on his Face, 
His Weight a Pitfall making in the Place. 

Proſtrate he ſprawling lay. The bruiſed Earth 
Receav'd, with trembling, her deformed Birth. : 
One Tell he gave; but ſuch an one, as ſhook ſhy. 
Both Camps: the ſcared Beaſts their Deas forlookk,y, 
Then, with a Groaz, he yeilded unto Death; 
Vomiting out, in {ſmoky Flakes, his Breath. 
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us with a Sling and Stone, did David ſmite, 1 Sen. 
pea nay Goliah, in a Single Fight, 

nd. N 1xProus Slinger, who the Prize might win 

m the * Left-Handed Sons of Benjamin! N. 
y, rather let the Praiſe to him alone 
Wor given,” who did guide both Hand and Stone. 


„ While, tretch*d upon the Ground, the Gyant lay, 
r. ke ſome great Mole of Earth, or Bank of Clay; 
e nimble Stripling, laying by his Sling, 

{ on his maſſy Shoulders lightly ſpring : 

gere ſtanding, forth the Gyant's Sword he drew; 
d therewith did his Neck aſſunder hew. 

en, by the ſbaggy Locks, the Head did take, 
{lug along, until his Arms did ake. 


N. 


> 
7 


rth 


irth. Him, iy returning, Captain Abner meets 
ok [braces and affectionately Greets: 

or ſootols his fearleſs Valour to the Sky, 

h; d gratulates his happy Victory. 

L | 


wo 
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x Sam. Bychim conducted to the Royal Tent, 


17. 


To Saul he doth Galiab's Head preſent⸗- 
Mean while the Philifins,” their Champion dead, 


With Terror frruck; in great Diſorder fleds - / 
The Hebrews, {ſhouting; eagerly.putſue,u. 1: MW? 
[| And. of them kid. and wounded not 4 few. Wi 


ik Thus the Proud Philiſtins the Lord did 1 
if a PO" * for his Ts: 
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Son: had Gul, whoſe Name was Jouithaſ” 

A brave young Prince, and a Courdgiobs, MI» 
3 preſent was; when Datil to the King ; 
The Trophy of his Victory did bring : A 
And ell. obſerving Dari Speech and Mein ſ'® 
(The like to which he ner before Rad feen) H 
His Love fo ſtibiiely did to David move; 2 
That even as iS Life hie did Him Gt: 
Nor did his Love on barren Matter fall: 
Bat fruitful prov'd, and F rev- reciprocal. 


| | 
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ead, 
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David lov'd : Him David lov'd again. . Sam 
d which lov'd beſt, was hard to know, oth? fwain. 


A ſolemn Covenant between them paſs'd. 
Friendſhip that bezoua the Grave ſhould laſt. 

ie noble Prince did of his Robe diveſt 

mfelf, and Dadid to accept it preſsd. 
Garments he on David did beſtow ; 

'n to his Sword, his Girdle and his Bow. 

hich Preſents David did, with thanks, accept; 


ae of Friendſhip, to be firmly kept. 


nto chief Favour alſo with the King 

s Glorious Victory did David bring. 

ourtier now the Shepherd is become, 

e King him not permitting to go Home. 

vanc'd he is unto an high Degree 

Honour; none ſo great with Saul, as he. 

r the Men of War the King him ſet. 

terein his Wiſe Behaviour did him get 

Love of all the People; and of al! 

Courtiers too: 4 thing doth rarely fall. 
B 2 Now 
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A app Now FHonours on him wait: and, for a white, 
; Indulgent Fortune doth upon him ſmile. 
* In him both Court and Country take Delight : 


At once the King's ana People's Favourite. 


- 
| . Bur Oh! How ſlippery are Princes Courts, ; 
„ Where fickle Fortune with poor Mortals ſports! 
if And, by alluring Baits, dotli them entice 0 
| To truſt themſelves upon the glazed Ice: 
| | Then, on a ſuddain, e're they are aware, P 
| Trips up their Heels, and leaves them groxꝰling ti 
1 The Wheel, whereon ſhe doth her Creatures r: 
| 


Is in continu'al Motion, never ſtays, 
if But always whirls about: who ſit a- top 
To Day, to Morrow to the Bottom drop. 


How ticKlifþ is a Favourite's Eſtate, | 
Who muſt upon another's Humour wait: 
And, when he apprehends he ſtands moſt faſt, 

15 pufſes.downy with. an incoritant Blaſt! 
It he the Princels Creature ſeems to be, 
He hardly *ſcapes che Peoples Obloguie. 


oy — 
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| their Mi/-baps to his Account they ſcore 188. 
lay their Diſappointments at his Door. 

in the Peoples Favour he appear, 

> Prince or is, or ſeems to be in Fear: 

d that 700 Popular he may not grow, 

ks all Occaſions how to Lay him low. 

David found. The People ſing his Praiſe: 

d that, in worthleſs Saul, doth Envy raiſe, 


1 4 4 


Irts ! 


It ſo fell out that, now the Coaſts were clear 
pn Philiſtint, and Peoples Minds from Fear; 
> Hebrew Dames, from all the Cities round, 

ich Inftruments of moſt melod ious Sound, 

me tripping out; and, all along the way, 

on the well: tun' d Strings, did ſweetly play. 

eir Fingers play d; their nimble Feer did dance, 
Joy of ben Unhop'd Deliverance.” * | 


k falt ks n they come, to meet the King ; . 
d, in his Bars, this Epinicion ſing. 
UL hath (of Enemies) his Thouſands flair,  - 
Davy 1D his Ten Thouſ nds] With Diſdain 
N : The | 4 


[| * 
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3 * The King this heard. It made his Colour! 25 
1 And his 3 * in his Eyes. 
if ; Nut ts) 2801 34 
" While thus the Wha in their tuneful Clo 
Saul's Acts. extol; and Divis's ten times more 
The Evil Spirit an envenomd Dart 
Let fly, and lodg'd it in Sal choughrtfül Heart 
The Poyſon wrought, and in atrice poſſeſs d, 
With Soul-tormenting Jealouſies s, his Breaſt. 
Saſpition, and Diſtraſt in him it hred; 
And with: Sarwiziags 61d" his troubled Head. 
He ſed and chamwpt © at length his Difcontent 
Did thus: . in angij dict ente vent... 
: It IIa bun 300 wii); 
To Davis thay: aſcribed: have; fard He 
Ten Thouſands: And but Thoaſanis unte me. 
Thus they. prefer my Vfſat:mie before? 1» 
And, but the Os what can he n more 
, 2003 4917 1 111 154115 / 
From that Day forward, aal, didi Bait en 
8 haue flain him, (davers times, did try: 


5 18 Y 1 x ; * Wo * \ N a 2 4 7 4 % 4. 8 
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'g while good David: on his Harp did play, 18) 


riſe: 1 


Ide Trouble of Saus Spirit to adaay. 
t David's God () had King Saul rejected, 
Cho d choſen David) David ſtill protectet. 
aore: | 
When Saul perceiv*d{forieven wicked: Me 
feat Mave Sights of Ged's Qutgoitgs, maw.and ten) ) 
yd, Nat God did profperiDow; arid did:move: 2.1 
he Hearts of all deen eee ee Ac 
e daily grew. of David: more afraid, 2977 
d adde how heimipht: ——_ e4 
944 A! mon bated Vent g] ¹j, 
Two Daughters had! King Sauls: ah Bar 
Je Elder was, and ME xii was. her Names I 
': I toppines Lally: He; Whoſe Toft Lobe mott 
& [-wd;-that ſhe nothing that u ESN cod brook. 
7 mmanding Po eig d . lier uli Eyeno li 
mond on her Browifate anifial Majeſty v; UNO 


I prightly Vigou filbd her Man lraube, 0 24 
id e. hich yet Was not without a pleaſing Grace. 
try: ad Had her Brea bern i ſhe might hade gbne 
2 mong the War riduts tor ah d. 1.0 4.4 
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So hood Penthefiles, when ſhe: came 
14 Io Prizz”s Succour. Such another Dame 


} Was (ſhe who durſt engage in ſingle Fight 
|. With Theſeuc) the warlike Hippelite. | 


| 

| Unlike her ketf; a Siſter: Bled hae 
Wl! ( The Joy and Grief of many a Noble 100 

| Fair Mi cxxp The was calld, whoſe: lovely I | 
Na Featare wanted that could add a Grace. 
. Her Body delicate... Wherrin enſhrin d. 


| As in'its Temple, dwelt a virtious Mind. 
| Engaging Sweetneſs beamed from her Eye: 


1 Aud dn ber Chee fate Maiden Modeſty- 
He cnartegaf Mew gave Procf to all, that ſhe fl: 
| From Pride;'and Haygitimife of Mind was free, I 

| For of the Meaneft;1be-would notice take. 

lt Her whole Converſe (Humility -befgake. 
| So graceful was her Geſtare, it did move, 

Wl 
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Ruin on David did deltgh to bring. 
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one of theſe he hoped to prevail: ** 
all his other Stratagems ſhould fail. 

ne of theſe Ladies promiſed had been 

o whoſoeꝰ er ſhould kill the Philiſtin. 

hich David having done might juſtly claim 
ne; but the King bad Power which, to name. 
e therefore Merab firſt affign'd to be 

he Guerdan of young Dæd ids Victory. 


nd her unto another's Bed conſign'd. 
But A ſichal's, lovely Iſichal's Virgin Love, 


ad was ber Father on't: Nor could fordeaFgg 
ofay, Pllgive her to one = 6 Snare, K1 *-:Þ 


* — 


* : 1 N | *\\ 
Spy X 2 4 4 w 4 


His Serveny he-inirufted e 44 


ol tell him, what Delight in him the King 
d take; what Honour it to him would rigs 
8 3 his Sovęreign ally d- 
des th Enjoyment of ſo fair a Bride. 


A 


\ 


ut when the time appraach'd,he chang'd his Mind 5 


ſtrong Deſires, did unto David move. 1 76] E 


aii to yeild, to be his don E n Law. 


K 5 71 When he himſelf excugd; upon the Score 
His Family was low: himſelf-roo poor: Pat 
© Out of his ſlender Fortunes to advance 77 
I So large a Dowry, as the King perchance, 


. | hag 1 } 
4 Might 1-52. bave (for Nomen then were thought, 


1 It ſeems, of Worth ſuffitient tu be bought. ies 
E . Th inſtructed Conrtiers preſently replyd, 
The King no Dowry doth deſire, beſide 

An Hundred: Foreskins of his Enemies of 1 
Ihe Ppiliſtint: That Dowry will ſuffice. K 


This was the Snare the treach rous King did lo U 
His well-deferving David to! betray. 1 7... Had 
© © Ungrateful Prince! Though: David him had fre; 
From Danger, when he made Goliah bleed; 11 
© Yet on ſet-purpoſe he this Dowry choſe, ho 
That he to Danger David might” expbſe. 
He knew the valiant Voutlis adventꝰrous * 
The greateſt Hezards never had decliu d.. in 


And, by propoſing this, he did intend 
David to bring to an d End. dj 
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Twas not Ambition to be Son- in-EAW?;/Y” cen. 
nto a King, did humble David dra. OP 

bichals freſh Beauty and Affection motlre 

6 youthful David like Returns of Love. 
Ind when he heard what Dowry Saul. en J 
egladly witlt the'Propoſition Eel6gd. Al 
he Maid ho libd (as who, indeed cu 9 8 
he Terms he lib d. What was there to refuſe? 2 ! 
ot thongh* he fhould not MithaP thereby Fete 

e would the run, have la “ 


TY 


* 7 0. AIS nen WY 
ky Up, with his Men, he in cle Morning gets, H 
\nd on the Philiſtins ſo briskly ſets ; 


hat, tho? with all the ſpeed they could, they fled 
le laid a double Hundred of them dead... 
hoſe Fore-skins he unto the Court did br! ing, 

nd gave a double Dowry to the King. 


| "STEP was Saul, that what he did project 

or David's Ruin, wrought not that Effect. 

ad David's Head been lifeleſs brought, that Siglit 

Yould to his Eyes have yeilded more Delight. 
| Let, 


T 
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| 4 Yet, ſince it would not further his Deſign, 
| To manifeſt Diſpleaſure, and repine; 

| He held it beſt, his Promiſe good to make; 
And David for his Son-in-Law to take. 
Concealing therefore, for a little while, 
His Hatred under a diſſembled Smile 
He of true Gladneſs made a feigped Show, 
And.3fichal upon David did beſtow. vic 
The Marrjage-Rites petform'd, the Shepherd's |:Wiſt 
With NYptial Songs, to Princeſs Michal's Bed. 
Where leaving them, in amorous Embraces, 
My Muſe their Father's Machinations ttaces. 
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O fully were tlie Princely Nuptials Oer; 
Not fuſly Bride and Bridegroom joy d, before 
vidious Fame, by a confirm'd Report, | 
5 |FWiſturb'd the Pleaſures of the peaceful Court. 
. | 


The Phuliſtin again had took the Field: 
he Viol now muſt to the Clarion yeild. 
avid to Field mult go: The Trumpet ſounds, 
o bid the Philiſtins prepare for Wqunds. 
aus Hope revives, that ſome Philiſtian Spear 
ill rid him of both David, and his Fear. 
0 loſe a Battle would not trouble Saul, 

> he might loſe his Sor-in-Law withal. 
Aft, to his Trouble, David from the. War 
Jeturn'd, with Conqueſt, and without a Scar. 
Ind, to torment him more, each Enterprize : 
1: IÞis'd David higher in the Peoples Eyes. 


bo 92 


Til 
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| 25% Till now, a ſecret Hope reſtrained Saul, 
That David by the Philiſtins would fall. 
But having, by repeated Tryals, found = 
That David ſtill return'd, withqut a Wound: 
Grown deſp'rate, and impatient of delay, 
1 Sem. He 1 his Son, and c David lay. 
1 0 1 | | 
Surpriz'd, che Courtiers on each other gare, 
As Men whom ſuddain Horror doth-amaze. 
None undertakes the Work: All ſilent ſtand, 
Filbd with Abhorrence of the King's Command. 
They could not, without Reluctation, hear 
His Death decreed,” who was to them ſo dear. 
Nor could the King a Man amongſt them gain, 
0 weld , dren ons 52 er ſtain, 


L 
51 


\ 


* 
* 


But Jonathan, whoſe deeper rooted Love 
Did, with a ſtronger Spring, to'David pig 
Was not content, to only hold: his Hand, 
From Executing that unjuſt Command: 
Unleſs his utmoſt Pow'r he alf J 01 05 
His Brother Davi#s Ruin to prevent. 
Leav! 


one DAVIDEIS 3 
Leaving his Father therefore, out he goes, e 


c Father's wicked Counſels to diſcloſe. 71 . ; 
David, But when unto him he came, =_ ? 
How confagd lie was; *twixt Grief and Shame. j 2 1 
grigyd to find his Friend ſoi near Death's Jaws. © f 5 | 
d bluſ/dto think his Father was the Cauſe, 1:4. x 
me made lim. loth his Father's Fault to ſpeaks. * * 
t Friendſhip prompted, the Deſign to break. 4 5 2 
endſhip prevaiFd.- And with-a- down-caſt ure, it +4 
made him anderifand. the Hanger nigh... 1 
d. bid ( » . 
of rraublei more was Devil, when he head 
ar. Pat he before ſuſpected not, nor fear d : 1 #2 
NN, n over-joy'd i In Jonatlian to find 2 8 


5 \ . c 


ain ſhe a Friend hig, and ſo bree a Mind: ꝓ 


* 


-. 


„ in the moſt endearing Terms, .he ſhew*d / / 
a . | f . CAL 
hearty Sence. thereof, and Gratitue. 
N . . ifs I | 

2 (1443.1 14.3 1 0) 


hen, ſitting down-togerher, they concert oF 1 


„ 
©. : 4 2 


2 ' | "4 OY oo 
they may beſt ith? ĩimpend ing Storm avert! 


as agreed, that David ſhould Abide 75 0 | 1 * 
cret, until Jonathan had cry: 1 1 2x 
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te 4 His Father's Temper; that he ſo might find, 
' kg How _ the Offence was rooted in his Mind. Jovi 


© To Court goes Jonathan, With filial Awe, 
- And humble Stile, he David's'Cauſe doth plead 
+ Abd With 1 Father thats m intercede. 


% FS 1 They part. And David doch bimſelk with<dr rom 
=. "4 
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PP 4 Let not the King 482100 his Servant Sin, 
#3 «Whoſe Works to thee-wards very good have bt 
© His Life, thou kgow'ſt, he in his Hand did 
0 And Great Goliabꝰs Head he off did cut. 

N P Ef The monſtrous Philiſtin by David fell. 

A great Salvation, to all Hal, 
The Lord by him did work. Thou didſt it i 
A And didſt therein rejoyce, as well as we. 
we. "> * 5 Why wilt thou David ſlay, without a Cauſe, It t 
TBS, ty Who i is in all things ſubject to thy Laws? 
7 Y O draw not on thy ſelf tlie heavy Gailt, 

3 W bat waits on gailtleſ Blood unjuſtly ſpilt! 
9 * bn, moſt bonour'd Father, I beſecch, 
A * * * and the Freedom of my:Speeclf. 
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vid, who doth thine Enemies ſubdue. 
t me prevail: thine Anger, pray with-draw 
rom. both »»y Brother, and thy Son-in-Law. = 


ao well did Jonathan diſcharge his part, 

yell he us'd the Oratorian Art; 

t he prevaibd: The King revers'd his Doom; 
Father by the Son was overcome. 

that there might no Ground for Fear remai, 
rave his Oath, David ſhould not be ſlain. 

yhich Aſſurance Jonathan did bring 

id, to wait again upon the King. 

lace in Court he takes: and for a ſpace, 
tands, as nn in nne Grace. 


„ 


d 


* 


iſe, t etwas not long bers the curſed Root 
y did again begin to ſhoot: ” 
Jealdus Saul a freſh Occaſion took, 

avid with an evil Eye to Lock. 3 


9 * * % » 
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7] 2 5 His Father's Temper; that he ſo might find, 
How deep tliiꝭ Offence was rooted in his Mind. 


Book 


15 


They part. And David doth himſelf with. dn 


1 


Jo Court goes Jonathan. With filial Awe, 
5 N And humble Stile, he David's Cauſe doth pleadiſo u 
\ * 5 And With his Father thus doth intercede. vel 
p44 ele it hy 
. Let not the King Levin his Servant Sin, Er. 
© 37 © Whoſe Works to thee-wards very good have hf th: 
tis Life, thou kaow'ſt, he in his Hand did - 
Aud Great Calas Head he off did cut. hi 
»The monſtrous Philiſtin by David fell. 4%, 
5 8 A great Salvation, to all Iſrael, Plac 
— FThe Lord by him did work. Thou did(t i ane 

And didſt therein rejoyce, as well as we. 
N 4 FR q— - 6 Why wilt thou David ſlay, without a Cauſe, ſt *: 
| "$4% 5 Who is in all things ſubje& to thy Laws? woy, 


. O draw not on thy ſelf the heavy Guilt, | 
a 5 That waits on guiltleſs Blood unjuſtly ſpilt! 
a 8 Ws Pardon, moſt honour'd Father, I beſeech, 


. My Boldneſs, add the Freedom of my Speecſ 
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is for David that I humbly ſue, fem F 
vid, who doth thine Enemies ſubdue. 


et me prevail: thine Anger, pray with-draw 
\rar001. both my Brot her, and : hy Son- iu-Lam. < 


cao well did Jonathan diſcharge his part, 
yell he us'd the Oratorian Art; 
t he prevail4 : The King revers'd his Doom; 


n, ¶ Father by the Son was overcome. 

e beÞſ that there might no Ground for Fear remain, 

id eve his Oath, David ſhould not be ſlain. N 
hich Aſſurance Jonatham did bring ; 

id, to wait again upon the King. 

Place in Court he takes: and for a ſpace, 

it tands, as formerly, in ſeeming Grace. | 


uſe, it *twas not long before the curſed Rot 
? =, did again begin to ſhoot; * 5 
Jealous Saul a freſh Occaſion took, 

Pevid with an evil Eye to look. 


C The 


1 Sam. The reſtleſs Philiſtins the Land again 
19. | 
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id 
Invaded had. Whom David to reſtrain e K 
His Men led forth; and with ſuch Fury flew fa. 
| Upon them, that he their main Body ſlew. D. 
Great was the Slaughter his revengeful Blade Wt 
Upon the Philiſtins, at that time, made: alf 
That had not ſome repriev'd themſelves by FlyWtho 


The Hoſt of Philiſtins had periſh'd quite. ll t 
N 18 at, 
So great a Victory, 'twas thought by all, I mi; 
Would have endeared David unto. Saul: ſe 1 
And *twas but reaſonable to expect, x plex 


80 good a Cauſe ſhould yeild a good Effect. 
But, on the contrary, he David more 

Maligned now, then &er he did before. 

He ſaw, that David daily more became 
The People's Darling: And he thought his Ain 
Was at the Crown. He let in 4 Surmixe, 
That David one Day would againſt him riſ me 
He recollected what the Prophet ſaid 
Of his Rejection. And he was afraid 


8 
E 4 : 


wr 
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id would prove that Neighbour, * unto whom 7 5 . 
e Kingdom, rent from him, in time ſhould come. , 
fw, that God did eminently Bleſs * 
David's Undertakings with Succeſs. | 
at David was unto the People dear, 

alſo ſaw ; and that encreas'd his Fear. 

thought withal, that David did improve, 

ll the Arts he could, the Peoples Love; 

at, having gain'd a pow'rful Intereſt, 

might, by Force, the Scepter from him wreſt, 
ſe reſtleſs Workings of his troubPd Head, | 
plexing Thoughts, and Terrors in him bred. , 
length he was with Apprehenſions fill'd, 

it He himſelf, by David, ſhould be kilPd. 


low miſerable is the State of thoſe, 
Aim blind Saſpicion doth to Fear expoſe ! 
th hath leſs Terror in it. Who can fiad 
riſWorment equal to a jealous Mind! 


hen Saul this Apprehenſion in had let, 


_ his Paſſions in a ferment ſet. | | 
O 2 Fear, 8 


| 
| 
[ 
| 


| Leſt David ſhould the People's Help invoke, 


| 
| 
[ 
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TOM Nle Fear, Anger, Envy, Madneſs, vengeful Hate | 


Did boil together, and incorporate 

In his foul Breaſt : yet ſo, that bloodleſs Fear 
Did, in his Face prædominant appear. 

Thoſe other Paſſions ready were t invent 
New Kinds of Tortures, David: to torment : 
But Fear o'er-ruPd, and dictated that he, 

By David's Death, himſelf from Death muſt fi 
And that it muſt be by a ſudden Stroke, 


And they by Force him reſcue. Thus again 
Is guiltlefs David deſtin'd to be ſlain, 

By Secret Sentence in the King's own Heart, 
Which he reſolv'd he would to none impart. 
For he no more would truſt to Friend, or Foc: 


But his own Hand ſhould give the fatal Blow. 
uch 


made 
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m 


. 


£7 Hen thus the Ring had David's Death deſign'd, 
The Jeſſean Prince, whole uncorrupted Mind 
5 never tainted with diſloyal Stain, 

turn'd from Battle to the Court again. 

das- Proof of Victory, did bring, 

poils, a choſen Preſent to the King. 


1 


ow eaſily is Innocence betray'd, 
en, under Shews of Kindneſs, Snares are laid! 
Apprelienſion had the guiltleſs Youth 


Oe: 
Danger; arm'd with Probi and Truth. 


ſuch an Iinoſfenſide Mind did bear, 
made him from S picion free, and Fear, 
h Confidence unto the King he goes 


W 


11 {| Confidence from Iunocency flons) 
| doth, in order, unto him relate 
Battle, and his Army's preſent State. 
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The crafty King too, at the firſt Congreſs Win 
No Token of Diſpleaſure did expreſs. ) ff 
But, under outſide Kindneſs, inrard Hate 5 J. 
Concealing, did a fitter Seaſon wait it, 
To execute his Purpoſe ; that the Blow It v 


Might fatisfie, which ſhould his Anger ſhow, Id I 


ot 


Nor did he long for an Occaſion wait, 


But, in a while, as in his Houſe he fate; rai 
The evil Spirit from the Lord {for God ide 
Makes uſe of evil Spirits, as a Rod) ile 


Vpon him came; his Javelin in his Hand, Nich, 


And David, playing on his Harp, did ſtand Kat £ 
Before him, with refreſhing Tunes t' allay 
His Grief, and th' evil Spirit drive away. We 
1 for 
So kind an Office, ſure, one might have tho Per 
Upon the worſt of Natures would have wrouFÞh or 
And hindred even the moſt ſavage Mind, 
From perpetrating what he had deſign'd. 


„ WI 
the 


But Saul, now hard'ned to a brutiſh Rage, wl 
Which not the ſofteſt Sweetneſs could afſwagFk nc 
Thi 


Mol DAYIDEIS. 


hinking he now had an Advantage got 

p ſtrike the Stroke, when David ey'd him not, 
5 Javelin at him, with ſuch Fury, caſt, 

t, had it hit, that Hour had been his laſt. 

t who the Kingdom unto David gave, 

„ d David now from threat'ned Danger fave. 


he raſs'ling of SauPs Garment (when on high 
rais'd his Arm, to let the Javelin fly) 

ide David look, and nimbly lip aſide, 

le the ſharp-pointed Shaft did by him glide. 
ich, whirling by, with ſuch a Force did fall, 

t faſt it ſtuck upon the adverſe Wall. 


was time for David warning now to take, 
i for his Safety due Proviſion make. 

tho Perſoz now he could no longer truſt, 

rouFh one, that neither grateful was, nor jaſt. 
whom no Services could render kind: 

{. the moſt ſolemn Promiſes could bind. 

ve, |, who, to gratiſie his groundleſs Hate, 
Wack not his Sacred Oath to violate. 

Thi 
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f * With ſuch an one it was not ſafe to ſtay: Mer: 

While therefore ſafe he was, he went away. What, 
Ihe treach'rous Court he ſpeedily forſook, 

And to his private Houſe himſelf betook. t I 

Where, to his loyal Wife, he did relate ad © 

Her Father's Falſzeſs, and his own hard Fue. ſad t 

5E 


Mean while the wrathful King (whoſe hot Mien, 
Of David's Death, had ſet him all on Fire) p th 
Vex'd that his ruſꝰling Robe that Warning g 
To David, from the Stroke himſelf to ſave; Th 
And fearing leſt, if now he got away, d h 
He might the Wrong revenge another Day: Wat, 
All in a Rage, he certain of his Guard e bo 
(Whoſe /urly Looks beſpake their Natures harith 


Unto him calld; and charg'd them to repairroug 


Forthwith to David's Houſe, and ſlay him tiger] 


4. 
WU 


With n Looks the troubled Guards re { 


The unexpected Charge. The Court they lead L 


And, left they ſhould, for Backwardneſs be che 
To David's Houſe their heavy Steps direct. 
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1 Fam. 


here make a ſtand: and ſet a privy Watch, 75 


hat, if he out ſhould ſtep, they might him catch. 


t loyal Michal, whoſe miſtruſtful Eye 
ad all the Ways ſurvey'd, did them deſcry: 
nd told her Husband, If he ſhould remain 
's Houſe till Morning, he would then be ſlain, 
t aden, through a Lattice, did direct his Eye 

o th? Place where the inſidious Guards did lye. 


fe. 


04 
j 2 


; The Sight of theſe, and Senſe for what they came, 
d his advent'rous Courage fo inflame : 

: fat, had not Michal, weeping, on him hung, 

e boldly had himſelf among them flung, 

arith Sword in hand. But Michal's moving Tears 


nirſrought him to liſten to her preſſing Fears. 

1 tiſÞgether, thereupon, they Counſel take; 

what means he a ſafe Eſcape may make. 
love ſhews the way: fair Michal doth propoſe; 
leid David, won by her, doth therewith cloſe. 
cl - 

. | When 


| 2 Sam; When Darbneſs had the Place of Light poſſeſ;] 
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And drowzy Sleep had Mortals laid to reſt; 
When through the ſable Clouds no Star appear} 
No gagling Gooſe, nor yelping Car, was heard 
Then Michal (who had all things ready got, 
Needful to carry on the harmleſs Plot) 
Having her deareſt David oft embracd | 
(While he encircled, with his Arms, her Waſt) d 
Did, through a Window, gently let him down; G 
And ſoftly ſaid, Live, David, for the Crown. 5 
May God thee keep, and bring thee ſafe agen F 
Unto thy Michal, He reply'd, AMEN. riv 
Then, with a Sigh, ſhe did the Window clo. Whe \ 
Her Sigh he eccho'd: and away he goes. 


UW 


nd 1 
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. CHAP. VI. 


OW travels David, in a mournful Plight, 
Under the Coyert of a darkſome Night; 

ft) Wd Gzbea left, himſelf he recommends 

wn God's Protection, and to Ramah bends 

s wand'ring Courſe. At Ramah then did dwell 

gens Friend, the Rev*rend Prophet, Samuel, 

ivd, he to the Prophet opens all 

iſe. Ihe Wrongs, which he ſuſtained had from Sal. 

ow he his Life had ſought, he doth relate; 

nd much laments his own unhappy State. 


The good old Man doth David's Caſe bewail, 
nd, that his Spirit might not ſink, or fail ; 

th him encourage in the Lord to truſt, 

hom he had found both Merciful and Juſt, 
ewiſh'd him call to Mind the Oy! was ſhed, 
Bethlehem, upon his youthful Head, 


14 


By 


OK 
2 By God's ed: That, eie ſo Anointed WW, « 
uy 


Ne to the Kingdom was, by God, appointed ; 


Who, through his Troubles, would him till preſs 1 
From Hurt, if he from God did never ſwerve. * 
Advis'd him therefore, not to let in Fear, 
How great ſoe' er his Perils might appear: bn 
But truſt in God, who never will forfake * 
The Mrong d; who him for cheir Protector take hs 
David thus ſtrength'ned: He and Samuel / f 
To Najoth go; and there together dwell. a 
this 
Mean while, with eager Eyes, th impatient Mette 


Look'd,every Moment, when his Guards would br Da 
The Head of David. In, at length, they com., q 
And tell him, David's ſick a-hed at Home. 

For, with that ſhift, when they the Door drew 1 
And ask'd for David, Michal put them by; 
Having an Image placed in his Bed, 

With Goars-hair Pillow laid, as*twere his Head. 


With furrow'd Brows, and 8 6 ! 
The diſappointed King his Guards did hear : 


ox I. DAFVIDETS. 45 
, ſharply check*d for being ſo negligent, Megs 
m back with ſpeed to David's Houſe he ſent. 

fetch him, Bed and all, without delay, 

he, that I my ſelf the Wretch may ſlay... 

They go. But, Oh! the rage that in him burn'd, 

| at his Noſtrils fum'd, when they return d, 
brought him Word that, David being fled, 

y found an Image only in his Bed. 

did he ſtorm !- He now incens'd was more, 

this Eſcape, than &er he was before. 

retted him to think that, by a Wile, 

Daughter Michal ſhould him thus beguile. 

ex d him, that his eaſie Guards ſhould let 


ike 


Enemy have time away to, get, 

WA that which moſt of all diſturb'd his Mind, 
that he David knew not where to find. 
| foul he would have fell, it might be eau, 
n his Guards, had he not timely heard, 

t David, in the dark, to Najoth lid ; 

eh there himſelf among the Prophets hid. 


po 
Forthwith 


ad. 
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Forthwith to Næjoth Meſſengers he ſent, Wi 
To fetch him thence : Away, with ſpeed, they we tr. 
But here, the Lord himſelf doth interpoſe, e 
To fave his David from invading Foes. dpi 
For when they to the Prophets School were come the 
And ſaw the Company of Prophets; ſome Pr 
Then Propheſying, all the reſt attent, 
And Samwel ſanding 'o'er, as Preſident, 
Tliey could not David touch: But on them all n 
Who were, to apprehend hun, ſent by Saul, 
A Spirit came from God; and they began 
To fall a Propheſy ing, Man by Man. 


Thrice did the ſtubborn King this Courſe tepi 
And God, as oft, did his Deſign defeat. 
No ſooner came his Meſſengers among 
The Prophets, but Prophetick Notes they ſung 
GalPd.-with theſe Diſappointments, th' angry 
(Whom Ey, Fear and Jealouſie did ſting) | 
Reſolves in Perſon he'll to Najoth go; 
And once more try what he himſelf can do: ch 


For 


D AVIDETS. 47 
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rived how he might David circumvent. 

&re he got to Najoth, on him fell 

boirit from the Lord; and he, as well 
they whom he before had ſent, began 
Prophecy : and Propheſying ran 

Najoth, where, at ſight of Samuel, 
ſtripping off his Cloaths, he proſtrate fell 
on the Ground; and in that ruful plight, 
naked all that Day, and all that Night. 
ence a Proverbial Speech it grew to be, 
en in Religious Company we ſee 

who himſelf Religious is not; 

aul then too among the Prophets got? 


epel 
o admirable are the Ways of God, 
10g, ber. his Staff he uſes, or his Rod! 
ry i Hrſt of theſe his fainting Ones doth ſtay : 
) | Laſt doth them Correct that run aſtray. 
0 would not bow to that tremendous PowW˖ r, 
ich can thus eas ly us Oer- rule; and our 


For\ | . Deſigns 


ward he ſets, and all the way he went, 1 Jan. 


48 


mae} 


But over po- rd (though Evil was his Heart) 


„Who were inſpired, by the Lord, thereto, 


And be alike regarded, by the Weak 


D AVIDETS. Booy 
Deſigns defeat? Who would not to that Hand 
His Will ſubmit, that can all Wills Command 


How re/olately, in an headftrbng Will, 
Did Saul determin he would David kill! 
How eagerly did he his Will purſue, _ 
His trembling Hands in David's Blood't? imbrue 
What direful Threats did he breath forth, What! 
Would do, could he again but David ſee! 
Yet, when he came where David was, we find 
That awful Pow*r his Spirit down did bind: 
He could not David touch. No Power lie had 
How bad ſoe'er his Will was, to be bad. 


He was conſtrain'd to act the Prophet? s Part. 
He ſpake, and did, as Prophets us'd to do, 


209 32 
w 


Small odds, perhaps, or none to outward Si 
Might be *twixt this wrovg Prophet, and the ri 
Each, probably, alike miglit act, and ſpeak; 


x1. D AVID E „„ 
| undiſcerning Croud, who ſeldom try 
ond the out ward Ear, and outward Eye. 
plain it is, that Saul was now no more 
God regarded, than he was before. 


propheſied, when he was among 2 g 
TOs; but his Spirit Wy 6 * 


K 


id 
id! 


1 Same 


ne — before (who Balak taught to lay 
ang rous Stumbling Block in J#Xe!'s Way) 
nd Exemplar is, that Wicked Men, 5 » 
inſt their Wills, may utter, now and then, 

Je facred Myſteries, which God alone 


„ by his Spirit, unto Man makes known, 


hat glorious Things did Beor's Son * * * Num. 

rning Jacob's Seed! How precious are * 

Propheſies, wherein he did foretel 

| Beauty, Strength and State of m__ --"*"_ | 

t Soul refreſbing Comforts do ariſe, © _.. 

os Minds from thoſe ſweet 'Propheſies ! 

well they may: for God himſelf had put _ 

the h Mouth a Mord; and ſhut Fo 
D His 
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ogg His Divinations out : whereby we now | 
What he then ſpake did from God's Spirit Joy 


00 


Vet this, perhaps, of Prophets was tlie wor 
Who, for Advantage, would have a' el Cursd NN 
For which, how well ſo&r he ſpake, lie ſtandi 

Condemn d upon Record, with publick Brands. Noc 
Yet God, to ſhew his Sov*reignty, dovk chuſe £ 
Sometimes, the Tongues of ſuch as thefe to t, 
Who, tho? the Trutlis they teli may be belicyWuld 

Let are not they themſelves to be teceiyd. 

Nun. Though Balaam dit of Jacob's Star * declare, 


ä 185 The Sword of Iſra%l did not Balaam ſpare: hre 
Nor is it long e're Propheſyi ying Saul un 
34 Shall forced be on his own Sword to + fall. Foy 
| 1 
May theſe Examples lead i us to hai or 

How we receive ſuch (Preach they n'er fo fair 
For Goſpef- Miniſters. But ler us rather fle g 


bag. Obſerve (as be * of old) But whio's theft af wi 
For Men may glorious Ti ruths declare, we ſe Frie 
Let ity * Children of the Devil be. n % 

CH 


CHAP. vi. 


Hile o yet, among che 2 rape lay 
King Sani; nor Power had to get away: 

XC d David, who, with Reverence, admir'd 

ule is gratious Act of Providence, retir d; 

o ſt, when the Fit was over, angry Saul 

ics ud, in . on the n 


e, From \ Nejot hadith Ging an rh 
rev'rend Samael, whom he highly = 
undiſcern'd, withdrew.; and ſtrait did bend 
J. {Courſe to Jonathan, his faithful Friend? 
P whoſe Boſom he could freely. vent 
Sorrows, and his and 8 
falt bi. [2 
be gentle Prince (los ny Nat able TOUT 
Pats with a generous Compaſſion bleſt) 
e Friends Complaint, his Dangerb and 1er, 
b ſs, but ſerrouful, Attentibn hears: 
H D 2 And, 


| 


; 18. 
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He thought his Father nought would undertake 


On ſuch uncertain, tickliſh Grounds, as thoſe. 
| He told his Jonathay, "Twas not unknown, 
How firm a Friendſhip was between them oreth; 


That it a 2 did make 


And, having heard, endeavours, what he may, 


His Father hid from him what would him gric 
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0 
His Fears, with ſtrong Aſſurance, to allay. 
To which he would not him firſt privy make: 


Whereby, he hop'd, it in his Power would be 
His POOR if ought en, 2 to * 


ce 
rel 

d 
ic 


But David, whom: nde now had tau! he 
That, both by Force and Fraud, his Life was ſou 
Judg'd it not ſafe, his/Petſon to expoſe, 


ly 4 
TT". 
% 
Us 


1 ſh 


Twas therefore reafonable to believe, id, 
Lcel 
rw 


fre 


Or might, perhaps, deſignedly conceal 
His Mind from him ; leſt he ſhould it reveal 


Yet know, ſaid he, as ſure as thou haſt Breatif | 
There's but 5 mg twixt me and- Den efor 


ir Le 
That Word with W anne; David Math 


2 im 
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„ea his tender Friend. His quick ned Senſe 13.“ | 


e a ſtrong Spring, new Vigour togk from thence. 
ke Wrting, he ſaid, From Miſchief mayſt thou be, 


: Wh deareſt David, and from Danger, free! 
> hich that thou mayſt, I ready am todo - 
e. Pate er thou judgeſt may conduce thereto. | 
| 91 be M Wan on KF | 
when fitting down, they mutual Counſel take; 
at Jonathan, his Father's Mind, once more, | 
ſc. his Return from Najoth, ſhould explore: 
gether his Death deſigned was, or na. 
id; mean while, did, by agreement, ſtay 1 
rie rel ſtone (a Mark, that ſhew'd the Way 
Pr which, in buſhy Covert, he might 7 
cal ww the View of * yg * 


cat 


Yeall le e mes ch ochgr wie 15 , 4 


— a ſolemn Covenant they ſtrook, | 

id (Path confirm'd ;: canfirm'd by — | 
n Bond on both, of | 
* Which | 
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Which to their utmoſt Off. ſpring ſhould extend, rt 


On either Side, and never have an 80 1 
By which Afipulation they: did bind m 
1 hemſelves, ta be unto each other kind ſh 
That Jonathan ſhould firhfully report | 


To David, how he found Things en W 
And ſhould his utmoſt Pow r imploy, to free IN tl 
His Friend from Danger, If he any ee. Ja: 
On bother hand, That Dara (uhen the Throu 
Of Hrael ſhould come to be his own) + | . 
Should Jonathan, 5 and all that from him ſprr ingſſt en 
Secure from Danger, hie dimſelf is King. Mo I 
For Jonathan (Ne dveply- piercing Eye asc 
On David's Bro did Marlts of Empire ſpy) co 
Was wont, with-Confidence;, his en © 3 1 
That he un vnn be of bal. 


* 
+ ? # 3 C2 * 5 
© + % Z "RELL2) 61 4 #4 + 10 WoL * = 727 


| hus 
= By this tine Saul from Najoth was return Fath 


With ſmoother Brow: Buv iq is Breaſt * e th. 
Malignant Hats: nor did heryrt deſpair, 
10 compaſs Dani t Death at n 
prog 20 br o at. 


| Davi. 


t Da 
Ben 


* 
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d, rhe New-Moon no drew on, and therewithal er 
ird the curſed Hopes of cruel Saul. 

made no doubt, but at tlie N Wa east, 

ſhould have zealous David for Iris Gueſt. | 

at ſuch times, he always did admit 

id, at Table, with himſelf, to ſit. 
| then, he hop'd, with more Succeſs, to caſt 
jave lin, than when he attempted laſt. 
1 Dori Sr ; 
ie New-Moon being come, and David's Seat 
empty, when the King ſate-down to Meat. 
0 Days together ; Saul began to doubt 
asdefign'd :- And with an angry Pout, 

) Wy cometh-not, ſaid he, old Jeſſe's Sonn 
0 tal eat, he, in former times, hath done? 


us 8 and x to 8 : Who, wake eyed 

rn'0FFather's angry Countenance, reply'd, 

i bie thou art pleas . the Reaſon to demand 

Pavid's Abſence, pleaſe iP underſtand, 

t Dayid unto Bothelebew is gane, 

| ent Bus neſs (i return anon) 
8 "Wk 


* 
, 
ſt E 8 ; 1 « | 
i ü 
* \ ' 
* , * 
© 4 


o 
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18. A Yearly Sacrifice his Brethren hold, Gri 
At this time, there (as he himſelf me told) Se 
To which the, Family doth all repair; all 
And he himſelf was ſummon'd to be there, F 


He therefore earneſtly of me did crave Wd. 
Leave'to o go — and him leave 1 m kd 


%% 4% # « 


ith 
As from the Prince's 1 theſe Words did | 
A Fire of Rage enkind'led” was in Saul 
Againſt his Son, which forth; in Choler, brake 
And- mach a ee _ thei * e. 


| Thou Son of the pa rebellious Wom N 
© (Whoſe headſtrong Folly will be ruPd by no MF 
Po not I know, that Thou haſt Teſſe's Son Nhi 
Made Choice of to thine own Confuſion ? 

For until Jeſſe s Son be in his Grave, 
* Thy Kingdom no . Eſtabliſhment can have 
© Send therefore, Fetch him'(&er he further | Ale 
Manke no delay: ſq; he ſhall furely che. * 
Theſe Words in ſuch a thundring Tone he ſpallff”® *© 
4s ſeem'd to make the Hall he ſate in ſhake f mn. 
Sg 1 8 | Gr 


un 
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sentence ſo unjaſt, and ſo ſevere. | 
all Hopes he had: yet could not chooſe, but try, 
Father's formy Mind to pacify. 
d to that purpoſe, in an humble Tone, 

kd, me 1 * die ? What hath ied, done ? 


4 (As . Ol, on üb Fire caſt, 
ſtead of quenching, doth augment the Blaſt : 
ak Janathan's ſoft Words enkind'led more 
wrathful Father, than he was before. 
nothing ſaid: Too full he was to ſpeak, 

mls /ifting Choler could not Silence break. 

t ſnatching up, with furious Haſte, his Spear 
hich at his Hand, deſignedly ſtood near) 
„ with ſuch Force, at Jonathan it threw, 


0 
O M 


In 
2 


| more than Words, his bloody Mind did ſhew, + 


LVE, 


jev'd was the Princely Jonathan, to hear 1 Sam- = 


ir Although the Prince the Spear did almbly ſhun; 


ſpalſſch an Indignity would ſtir a Man 
Ake meaner irie chan was Jonathen ; 
Gl 


| Conkuiring | 


t was he greatly mov'd, at what was done. : 


* = 
* 
* , * ? 
— 66——— 8 — — x 


$97 


ES 1 Sam. cen that it was a publick Shame: 


| 


Who was his Father's, and the Kingdom's Hej 
Had been his Father's Viceroy juſt before, 


Made this A e to bout 


And, breathing forth-Diſpleaſyre, out he goes 


He doubted, not conſid'ring Men Would place 


But, Ah! bi, Friend, his Erigad |, Poor David's} _ 
Did more it nd Vn — 


= * 
N ie * 
1 4 9 & * * 
Ty 
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And more, becauſe it from à Father came. 12 
The harder too it was for kim to hear, 


Himſelf long ſince Adult: and, which was moi 


All which together working in his Breaſt, 


From Table thanks he, i in . * 


Then to his own Apartment doth retire, 

To give free vent to this new -Kind'led Fire. 
Where falling on his Couch, he doth bemoan 
Much more his Friend's Condition, than his 0 
For as for what concern'd his late Diſgrace, ic 


It to his Father's Paſſion; and that he 
Himself his Paſſion erz mud troubled be. 


»S - «only. 237; 


longer now doth any Thought remain . 
| mak that David's Fears were reis 


leu Nat David's Death was by the King decreed. 
s Act of Violence, for David's ſake, 
— d his Doubt, 885 made his Heart to ake. 


ſhe tedious Night in relle Toſſings ſpent, 

wixt uncaſia Grief and Diſcontout ; 

bon as &er Aurora did diſeloſe 

: ſpringing: Day, the faithful Prince aroſe: 

h Honour and Affection did him ſpur ; 

h ere the Lark was ſtirring, made him ſtir, 

dan ur reminds him, that his Word he gave 

W P2vid : Love faid, Then muſt David fave, 
ich that he might, he to the Field doth 89, 
bs Page his Quiver bearing, and his Bow; 

knowing why:) No etherwiſe' he went, | 

"| | aif, to Aen. en he Meant. | 

ge. Nome near the —_ where Joſe $ San did wait 

> Joubrful Iſſue of his daleful Fate, 


His 


bo 
0 His horned Bow, with Smewy Arm, he drew, Mh 


— — if — — 
* 
* 


1 
U 


Unto the Lad his unſtrung Bow and Quiver 


Forth David came, from ſide of Ezel-/one : 
And, falling to the Ground, with tripled Ben 


They wept and kiſPd, They kif7d and weps af 
Nor could they foon thoſe chriſtal Flpods reſtrai 
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And over David's Head the Arrows flew : 
One of which Shafts a private Token bore, 
Agreed upon between themſelves before; 
By which poor David underſtood too well, 
What vas unwilling was eo tel. 


bo 
le; 


oy 
th 


The thoughtlels Page, who nothing did ſuſpe 
With nimble Speed, the Arrows did collect; 
And to his Maſter bring, who did deliver 


To carry home. ' Himſelf remain'd behind, 
As if, to walk _ he were inclin'd. 


@.. 


The Youth now gone, * W e 


Of Body, did Salute his noble Friend. 
Then caſting Arms about each other's Neck, 
Their pearly Tears each other's Breaſt bedeck 


2 
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h Kiſs a freſh Supply of Tears did breed, 1 80. 
both their Eyes; till David did exceed. | 
length, their Covenant renew'd, they part, | 
hof them bearing with him t' other's Heart : 
ey part: And each doth his own Path purſue, 

m Eyes caſt back while either was in View. 


1; 


The End of the FIRST Book. 
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BOOK II. 


CHAPTER I. 1 


TOW travels David with a choughtful Mind, i Sex 
Uncertain where a ſafe Retreat to find: * 

Ir though, while proſp'rous his Affairs did and, 

Friends, and Servants mam, could command; , 

tnow, that Frowns had wr ink led Fortune's Face, 

knew not where to find a reſting Place. 


| this perplexed State, 15 4 pious s Mind 
to. Conſult te Oracle, inclin'd ; 

e inambiguous Oracle, from lon 

bovah ſecret Counſels did diſpenſe : 85 


ö 


2. And undeceiving Anſwers always gave 
Ĩ0 ſuch as, with an honeſt Mind, did crave, 


„ 
+ - 


And to Ahimelech he doth repair, 
Who then poſſeſs d the Pantificjal Chair, 


> 
_ 
x 


Boo 


| 
af 
a 
1 
F 
The rew rend Ponriſß who had nothing heard hc 


7 o Neb his wedry Steps he therefote bend 
(Nob was a City of the Prieſts, his Friends) 


Of David's Troubles, now was fore a-feard Wn 
To ſee him come alone; who, not long fincs It, 
Was royally Attended, like a Prince. Wit 


He ſtartled at the Sight: nor could forbear  P 


3 | 22 ask, Why unattended- = came there. [ pl 


et 
con 


* hap'ned, that a certain tain Edomite, 
Who to the Hebrews was a Proſelyte, 1 


(one who had Charge and Overſight of all J, t 
The Herde, and Herd nen, that belong d to 
Was preſent there; whether detain'd by Voff th 
Or on what other Score, I know not how. 


it n 
7 


ſuch 


by 
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"ſtanding in a Corner, David ſpy'd, +l 23 
bre he to Ahimelech reply d; | 
, knowing well the Man, he was afraid 
Friend; the Prieſt, would be by him betray'd- dd, 
after he the King's Diſpleaſure knew, 
any Kindneſs unto him ſhould ſhew. 
| therefore 5zto Danger he ſhould bring 
Friend, or out of Favour with the King; 
held ĩt beſt his Troubles to conceal, 
not his adverſe Fortune to reveal: 
it, if this Pick-thank mould relate to Sarl , 
it that, againſt the Prieſt, ſhould ſtir his Gall; 
Prieſt the Accuſation might ſurmount, 
| place his Kindneſs to the Ning's Account. 


end 


e therefore gave the Prieſt to underſtand, 
coming thus, was by the King's Command: 
all Io, he pretended, had iſpatcb'd him fo, 

to It none his ſecret | Enterprize might know; 

Voi that his Servants he before did ſend 

v. uch a Place, his coming to attend. 

; a Adding, 


+ 
9 * 


: ws Adding, that in ſuch haſt he came away 


# 


And ſet his Face for Gath, with heavy He: 
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0 


(The Kings Command admitting. no delay) 
That of Proviſion he had never thought ; 


Nor had his Sword, or r e with m bro, 1 


d. 
The guides Pride. wih up 5 Ear 1 


This feigned Story, for à Truth, did hear. 
And, not with" Victuals omychim ſupply'd, 
But arm'd him witli Goliahis Sword-befide : 
Which, offer'd- to the Lord, Wer he was flaffſhec 
Did with the Prieft unto that time remain. , t 
Nay, wanting other, he the She Brea gan uſe 
Appointed for the Priefts alone to have, | 
In doing which, he Errs that thinks he Ertl bot. 


1 
ich 


Js 


CL 


Jy 


Since Mercy is to Sacrifice preferr'd. 
Yet Cre he gave the conſeerated Bread, 


He asled, if They, who ſhould thevewithibeſſ w; 


Were Clean. Who will of Hay Things partaiWcon 
3 eren e, e forſate. h \ 


- 1 RYVASC "I 715 — 


9090 * 


in 


Thus furniſh'd; David did from A depaſiog 


ü—ʒœ᷑ z 2 
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knopeing elle, . where he lis Head * "zi hide: 1. 
gl che long in Safety there: abide. . 


e Servants of King Achiſh quickly knew 
at he was, Dauid who Golfgh New. _ | 
lait recounted (to incgnſe their Ning) 
par hat &'sft the Hebrew Dames of bim did. ſing, | 

en, in cheir Dancing and. Triumphage Strain, 

y brag'd, That he hed his Ten Thouſands ſlain. 

s David heard: buy would not; ſegm to 2 
ugs with his ur god: Care, his fat; 
8 by, 2; Stratag eu, he ſound . Wa. 
gu ax from Ev ig Safety to eonger. 
29% eV i % 219i A 

Err ge — che. tear King. Abi Land, 
IrdePs Coaſt again He's at n Rand, 

ch way to take, r hither to diert 
elub'Yl wandring Feet: where he might; wh n | 
tau conded lie, until choſe; Clouds were paſt, 

h which his Fleniſphear Was overeaſt. 

in the World he did got knew.a Friend, 
depasom he Kale YG ang who caple hi defer. 


Hel "PP 


) 


Jy! 


5 
oy 


%, 
ol. 
= 


my 

N 
hog 
- 


— — x. _ 


1 No long time had re to dleliberate 


— 2 2 - — — — * 
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2 And Saul, if once diſcovred, would (he knew) 
TONNE all tlie Tribes of Ira el hun Purfu 


IVA E | 
F D Span e. 


f | What Courſe to take, 1 pref mg was bis Fate: 
Yet, in thdſe Moments, many a Place was brow 
Under tlie ee 'of his winged Thong. Jer 

ie ö £ 
at 
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TOY 05 all the _— kis wary Mind 
Could, in fübh hafte, and on a ſuckdain, find, 
None pleas'd him bettet, than a certain Cave, 
To whicir its Name the Town Adullam gave 
A ſpacious Cave it was; yet known to few: 
Remote from Gibrab, and from publick View 
E And (which did recommend it to his State) 
"Twas in the Tribe of Judah ſituate ; 
Judah, the Tribe from which he ſprang, and ue 
He had moſt Reaſor- to expect Defence. l al 
This Solikary Cave, he thought, was beſt : oe 
Where, for à While, he hop'd to find ſome RFÞ® 1 
The Towns and Cities therefore he forſook, N th 
And to Adullam's Cave himſelf betook. aþte 


3 4 4 ate. x. at 


— 


— 


UC 


* 


ſes! DP AYIDEIS. - 6g 
here long he had not been, before he foy'd 1 Sem. 
riend paſs by, whoſe, Faith he oft had 15d 


whom, unto his Brethren, and 8 F ts 
notice of his ſafe e ae hs 


fue, 


T 
ate: 
NI 
ht, 


" Joy, like ho. 8 700 © revive, - 0 
zen news was brought that Joſeph was alive, 
good old Jeſſe the good. Tydings hear | 

at David was in Safety, and ſo near: 
forthwith he, his Wife, and ev'ry Son, 

all their Families, to Devid run, 


nd, 


av to Embrace, and cheer, him i in bis 0 
5 ſoly d henceforth to Tun. a common Rs FA: 

View 11 ö ' ' 
te) > Br uit her eof room Fran _ ther Rewer 


de others alſo unto him reſort, - | 
oer was. in Diſtreſs, or . Diſcontent ; 
I all that were in Debt, unto him went, 
F. oodly Troop did unto him repair, 
ne Mn Minds as deſp'rate, as their Fortunes were. 
ok, A theſe, with one Conſent, implore that He | 
aptain Oer them will vouchſafe to be. 
vl RO - 8 He 


' Sam, He to cheit Importunity dbth yield, 
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And taking Maſter of thein in the Raf, 
Who, © othet Day, no living Soul Ednld Rtid, 
To whom to truſt His Perſon, or His Mind: 
Now finds himſelf environ'd with a Throng A; 
Of nel il Blades, ou Foar Ended ſtreng N. 
| Note : 3099976 5% C9: pre 
When firſt that Ds was. in is ba 60 
He purposU%nly there HA toAye, 1 
Till Proviant fuld d Aff irs hin: | 
And reconoll® hith th Hi exiles Faks;? | 
But this Atreſr of Forces tid hin fore= 
To alter n Iis Ebünfels, and His Cure. , b 
He well conſider'd, that it was in vain M: 
To hope, that he cbüld ng CHa rethainÞre 
That of his Confliterite'bf Men, Neperk 
Would ſoon de made tb S enquiring Cc 
And that, with' windy Trumpet, Ayins' Fam 
Would quickly it, thtöttgh Athte Tribes, proch 
That Saul, it heatd, Wöufct nôt à Mornent 1 
But fly ann kth, Faun a Vid ef ef 
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therefore all things needful doth, with Care, 1 Sun. 
readineſs. for his Defence. — —— | 
Soldiers he dottr xifcinline, anct flow —- 

how to uſe the Sword, and draw the Bom. 

Aged parents unto Moab's King 

Conduct firſt obtained) he doth bring; 

Promiſe, that they-there ſhould fafe abide, 

yeh God ſhould pleaſe the Quarrel to decide: 

Moab”s King and Saul were then at War; 

v made him David countenance fo far. 


2s thus aiſpor\ „He from the Hold did go 
„ by his Prophet Gad, directing ſo) 
March'd to Hareth. Foreſt, where he mi ght, 
1ainre> thereto, with more Advantage Fight. 


7 * 
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Of Davia, and his New-rais'd Men, did he 


. 
145 wrap thy ſelf, my Muſe, in fable fin 
Whilſt thou relat'ſt the moſt inhuman id 
That &er was done: Lay by thy Lawrels noi on 
And wreath thy Temples with a Cypreſs-Boulſſl 
Thou, who, of all the Mie, ne'er known to t 
Art held Iaventreſs of the Tragick Stile, ler 
Speak through my Quill; and on a doleful S eat 
In mournful Notes, a Tragick Story fihg. Wat: 


ut 


It was not long, &re Saul's attentive Ear, tin 


And calling to Remembrance, That his S0 s C 
(Whoſe Courage was inferiour to none) atiy 
On the Affront was put upon him laſt. Te 
(When he, at Meat, his Javelin at him ca{W, it 
Was, in Diſplea ſure, from the Court retir' 


His Fear ſuggeſted that they both conſpir d 


OK 
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inſt him, and Confederated were, an. 

Crown and 5 cepter twixt themſelves to ſhare; 

Wich, well he knew, could not be done; but he 
&, if not ſlain, at leaſt Dethroned be. 

Thought of which, as it did Horror breed 

im, whoſe Fear did from his Guilt procectl, 

1. it boyl his Anger to a Rage, 

Fond the Force of Regſon to aſſwage. 


n this Turmoil, he chancd abroad to be, 

ler the Unbrage of a well-ſpread Tree; 

cath whoſe ſhady Boughs, in Chair of State, 
Nate, himſelf to Cool and Recreate. 
ut him ſtood his Servants, in a Ring, 

ting = Pleaſure of their angry "OS 


s Chaſing thus he fate, twixt Wrath and Fear, s 
ating, in his palſied Hands, his Spear; 

Terror- ſtriking Eye he roll'd about: 

l, in a while, his Choler thus brake out. 


+ Hear 


312 
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1. © Hear now, ye Benjamites; will Jeſſe's Son, hei 


L . When he the Crown: of Hrael hath Won, 
To evry one of you (ho Succour yields 
Vnto him now) rich Vintyurds give and Fill 

Will he yow all, of Thqufands, Captains mall 
That ye ſo ready are His Part to take, 
That all of you againſt me have Conſpir d: . o 
And not a Man, ſince Jonathan retir d, 
Hath ſhew'd me that my Son a League hathn 
With Jeſſe's Son: and that I am betray'd? 
Are ye ſo well aſſurꝰd of. David's Grace, 
That he will each of you promote to Place . 
Of Truſt and Honour, chat among you noneſf gie 
Me pities; none hath ſhewn me, that my $ 
* Hath ſirred up my Servant War to make; 
And both "el Crown and Tay away to tak. 


T his ——_— 3 5 e fin 9 = 
Amaz'd : they ſtand, and on cach other look. TAR 
Each Man among them. knew himſelf to bel 6 h 
From reaſonable Combination free. 


»_ 
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howgh thelt Love to David did remain: 

lid they ſtill their Loyalry retain. 

when the King's fern Viſage they beheld, 
outing Lips, his Cheeks with Anger ſwelPd; 
lak formy Brow ; His fiery ſparkling Eye ; 

haming Mouth, with Fury drawn awry ; | 
ming Breath, puff d out with Ardor ; and 
ling Motion in his reſtleſr Hand: 


11 


. 
» 
1 


teli 


K 


h nf fee from Gait, they were not free from Far; 
2 | 


ing how apt he was to cat cke Spear | 


le thus the Courtiers in a filent wie, | 
8 2 and one another, gaze; 3 
Oben ſtep'd, ſprung from the Enes 

ei eraſmen chief, and chief of Pa Aſites- 725 
tak ame who, t'other Day, with! 1 e | 
4 in the Tabernacle ſpy. © 


v, to curry Fubu with his Lord, 


all 
ol how the Prieſt ad avid d id a 


beſſze hin fel r N63 fad lately? been, 


avid with "Abrdlech hack deen. 1 
Moose 1A 112 C2 122 * ** 9155 4. 41 
How 


—— 9% OO — 


2 | 
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Fam. How kind the Prieſt; how ready to enquire 
Of God, in David's. Caſe, at his deſire, 
Adding, The Prieſt with Food had David ſtor 
And arm'd him alfo with Golja/'s 3 
In ſhort, he told 'whatc'er Ahitub's 
Had unto David ſaid, or for him e _ 
And in ſuch Terms the Matter did relate, 
As were moſt apt the King, to irritate. 


Hiding what would. the Prieſt have | freed from 
That David in the King's Name to him came 


T4 
0 1 


wWi 


The King in Pain, through Rage, too cloſely; 
Within his ſwollen Breaſt, for want of vent. 
Was glad this Charge againſt the Prieſts to li 
Reſolving to diſcharge his Fury there. 


Pocthwith a Purſevant was ent to bring 

* The Pricf from Nob, before the wrathful K 
The Prieſts the Royal Summons to obey, Þþ gal 
Forthwith did put themſelves upon the WayFthat 
And in a Body, with 4 good Intent, who 
Themſelves, at Gibe ab, to the King preſent, ſurn'd 


)K II. 


with a fromning Brow, and flaming Eye 
n them fix'd; He to the Chief Prieſt brake | 
Mind, in Accents which . Ow 


1: 


or 


Hear now, ſalid he, Ahitub's Son (whoſe Word 
im again was, Here am I, my Lord) 
by haſt thou with a reaſonable Mind, 1 
int thy Lord, with Jeſſes Son combin'd ? 
me Treaſon's plain. For firſt ye did Conſpire 
Death. Then thou didſt of the Lortl enquire, 
ly Wat thereby He, to riſe againſt me, might | 
t. ubold'ned be, his Soy” reign Lord to ſmite. 
1 too didt Wich Proviſi 715 him ſupply, 

it he, as now hie doth; in wait might ly. 

y, Thou into his Hand a Sword didſt put, 

at be y Head micht from ay Shoulders cut. 
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8 
bete Fa King (And Ar bebe bad ſoaks 
af chat his Choter did him almoſt choak: 9 
hom Abimelech, with due reſpect, 
nt. urn'd an Anſwer, much to this Effect. 
May 't 


0 ſooner did the King the Prieſts eſpy, 1 
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: May's pleaſe the King, what Sexyice I lu to 
For David, was as David was thy Son; Id 
« Thy Son in: Law; wha always freely wert fot 
* On whatſpever: Seryice: by .thee ſent; I 
One, whom the King admitted to his Tab) 
* And in-thy Houle was always Honourable 
Nor thought! L anyone more true £9 thee, 
c Amongſt thy: great. Retinue,, than Was he. 
© o-may be berg M otherwiſe be be. 
His being ſo Was never knen to me. 
Tas in thy Bs neſß, that; he fqid he can 
c Nor had I him recelv'd: but in thy Name, 
Did I then frf co ſgeck the Lord begin |: al 
For him, chat this ſhould now be made mi ſoy 

« Haye I not fr before for him eaquir'd: 
yet ne er before was Chargid to have Col 
From me far he it, C er to qntertain, | 
A Thought that may my Loyalty diſtain. 
And from the King far he it top, I pray, 
< Unto his dune Ci bg to l 


0 ſp 


* x II. 


ad can. dur Innocegey make appear. 
od is my Witneß, hat peak is true: 
y Servant of this Matter nothing knew. 


t 


— 


ble Y 

le Wo ſpake-the reverend Ahimelec i 
„Vith his laſt Words bow'd his aged Neck. 

e. @ other Prieſts, to Thew they did agree 

| Pat Wits bow'd, ey r ae Knec. 
15 DJ 1 Us 
am 17 the Priefiys 8 Was, onl 0 clear,, 

ne. I the Standers by, idr hę appear; 

all the Conrtiers geady were to ſhout 
mie: When, on g ſuddain, Saul. broke out, 
with a Vehemenge of Voice, did „ 1:77 
on h Hhimelech, halt ſurely rates 

all thy Fathers Houſe. O cruel Word! 

in. De end to be by all abhorr'd. 

y, (ord it was: Fach Caurtier hung his Head; 
4 eviry Face grey, Pale, Which. bad been Red. 
Idtſmal Sentence did With Horror ſtrike , . 
3 deep fetch'd * ſhew 'd their diſlike. 


A 


1 to: H Father's Houſe for We are clear 35 1 Som, 


22. 
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as Saw. A trembling Murmur at one Side began; 
And, ſpreading, through tlie whole Aſſembly 


| Which ended in a Univerſal Groan ; 
Enough to melt all Hearts but thoſe of Stor 
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TOW tntbbible is the State of thoſe, - 
Whoſe Frame of Government doth theme 
To Au Pow'r! Where Law's not knoy 
Nor any Man can call His Life his own! 

Where Innocency is of little Force! 1 
Becauſe Impartial juſtice hath no Courſe. T. 
Where one Man's Rage keeps all the reſt in 


Mul 1 and | Pleafare a are His N Lam! Nie 
Per ſ 


re I 
N yo 
al y 
tk b 


heir 


0 how much better is their Cafe! who live 
Under a Conſtitution, which doth give 
To ev'ry Man, in Government, a Share: 

| And binds the Ie to > have of Each a cant 


* 


—— — — — 


EL D AVID EIS. 81 


ere even- handed Juſtice freely flows: f 28 
each the Laws, he muſt be try'd by, knows. 
ere none, by Pon'r, can be oppreſs'd ; becauſe 
Prince and People ſubject are to Laws. 

e there an Arbitrary Sentence fears ; 

none can be Condemn'd, but by his Peers: 

oſe common Intireſt doth them wary make, 

they their Fellow's Life away do take. 

the ſame Sentence, wherewith they condemn 
ther, may be ſhortly turn'd on them. 

e too th? accuſed Party may reject 

heir Indiſferency he ſuſpeCt.: 

ne er ſo mean, may for his Birth-Right ſtand 
Tryal, and fall Hearing may demand. 


JK 


ne 


ze your good Fortune, ye, whoſe Lot is fell 
er ſo good a Government to dwell. 

re no Diſpencing Pon'r can make a Breach 

n your Freedoms : nor your Perſons reach. 
all ye have, Life, Liberty, Eſtate, 

fe by Law; which none can abrogate 


F Without 
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82 DAVID ZIS Boog Wo! 
: Same Without your own Conſents. . Be therefore wir 
And learn, ſo great a Benefit to prize. 
Look to 't: Be watchful, none, by any Wile, 

You of ſo rich a Jewel e' er beguile. 


del 


Ah! Had the Government of Saul been (i 

He had not dar'd the Prieſts of Nob to touch 
Who never were, by legal Proof; convicted 
Of that, for which he on them Death india 
Who had themſelves from all Suſpicion clear 
And Blameleſs unto all, but him, appear'd. 


But He, whoſe LawleG Will for Law was 
Reſolving off thoſe Innocents to cut; 
Commands his Guards to turn, Na deHidt 
Upon the Prieſts of God, and them to ſlay. Fave 
Adding (to Animate them thereunto) . lte 
That theſe Men had with David had to do. ale 


One 


And that they David's Flight, altho? they uch 


Concealed had from him; and did not ſhew Head. 
AN a 
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vie on the Court ſo great a Terror came, 

en he, before, the Sentence did but name: 
great a Conſternation may't be thought, 
Varrant for their Execution brought. ; 
Guards, who never durſt, till now, diſpute 

ir Lord's Command, now ſtand amaz'd, & mute 
Thought of ſuch an impious Act them ſtrook 

h Trembling, and their palſied Fingers ſhook, 
| let their Weapons fall: Nor was there One 
ongſt them all (tho threat ned from the Throne 
h ſtormy Frowns) that would extend an Arm 
inſt the Prieſts of God, to do them harm. 


le, 


one, all this while, ſo unconcern'd did ſtand, 
lid the Prieſts themſelves: The King's Command 
ave them ſlain (Hhich made the reſt to quake) 
ſteration in their Looks did make: 
Paleneſs, no Dejection, did appear; 

ch ſnew'd their guiltleſs Boukwere free ow Fear. 
cad Reſolation had poſſeſ t, 

| thave C en of "I" their peaceful Breaſt, 


E 2 They 


Was 


dell 


. 


(do. 
fu 


hew 


—— They, in themſelves, did feel the beſt Defence, 
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Againſt a Tyrant's Threat'nings, Innocence. 
This kept their Spirits in an even mean; 
With Countenance compos'd, and Minds ſerene 
Thus ſtanding, they the Lord their God invokl 
Prepared to receive the Fatal Stroke, 


The more unterrify'd the King beheld 
The Prie#s, the more his Breaſt with Anger ſw: 
He thought that they his Power did contemn: 
And, in himſelf, he vow'd Revenge on them, 
He Chaf*t extreamly too, to think that he 
Should, by his Guards, no more regarded be. 
Then Fun boyling in him, to its Height, 
He fingles out the brutiſh Edomite, = 
Doeg th? Informer; and bid him to fall 
Upon the ſacred Prieſts, and ſlay them all. 

ee iir . le g 

Not backwarder, the Yeoman of the Guariunaf 
Themſelves had ſhew*d (Men moſtly-rough & HM Bear 
Than forward he, Sanb's Pleaſure to fulfill: ef e 
And ſtrait a Sea of xighteous Blood to ſpill. 5 

| Forth. 
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bwith himſelf he to the Work addreſt, * 
| in Ahimelech's unſpotted Breaſt 8 [ 
thirſty Sword did ſheath. The aged Sire - 
not Reſiſt ; did not a Foot Retire. | 

| with undaunted Reſolution, ſtood | | 
Stroke ; till in a Stream of Purple Blood, | | 
f 


j 
1 


Life expiring, to the Ground he preſs'd; 

orious Pattern leaving to the reſt. 

y, without Terror, did his Death beliold: 
by his brave Example, grew more bold. 

h! Had not-curſed Dog (tlie Diſgracc 

ll Mankind, as well as Edom's Race) 

in his Nature, ſavager, than were 

fierceſt Beaſts, committed to his Care: 

awful Aſpect of Ahimelech, 

been enough, the Ruffian? 8 Mind to check: 

ſe goodly Perſonage, and manly Face 

uarunatteCted Gravity did grace. 

& i Beard, than Milk more white, unto his Br eaſt 

|: Wt Kraul, eren did reſt. 

ll. 

ortll 


FFF And, 


L * And, in his Sacerdotil Robes attir'd, 


DAVIDEIS Boon 
Was, worthily, both loved and * d. 


But graceleſs Dorg, of a graceleſs Kind, he 
Bred among Beaz#s, to Bratiſbueſs inclin'd ; 1 t 
By ſhedding Blood, more bloody- minded grevfifÞexr 
And on the other Prieſts, with Fury flew. F<: 
They, undiſmay'd, themſelves prepare to die %. 
Not one Reſts, not one attempts to fly: w 
But, having God, whoſe Prieſts they were, impl., 
They yield their ſpotleſs Breaſts to Doeg's Si. 
He, in their Blood, did bathe his reeking Bl 
And, on the foiled Earth, them breathleſs la 
The bloody Wretch did them of Life bereave, 
And, in their warm Gore, did them weltring 
All Man by Man: Nor did he leave alive. 
One e out of * Eighty Five. 

Thus fell the pn, * Got Thus bleedin 
The Tribe of Levi; butcherd in one Day: 
Butcher'd by batb'rous Hands; without all C 
Againſt Religion, Reaſon, Right and Laws 


Irric 
lone 
Vis 
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3 Doeg acted : but *twas Saul that bid. 1 Sam, || 
s Saul commanded: and this Doeg did. | I 


he hard'ned King, having thus fed his Eyes, 
h this, to him delightful, Sacrifice: 
carry on his Vengeance to the Height, 

City Nob too with the Sword did ſmite. 
lr liring Soul in Neb his Fury left, 
ME whatſoever Breath'd, of Life bereft. 
Women, Children, Oxen, Aſſes, Sheep, 
aught'ring Sword, at once, away did ſweep. 
rid Act! on his part moſt unjuſt;; 
lone, to anſwer a revengeful Luſt: 
ut from God; who, his denounced * Will n 
aſt old Elis Houſe, did thus fulfill — 
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HIL E thus King Saul his Forces did im 
His well-deſerving Subjects to deſtroy 
Prince David (that not knowing) was intent, ro 
The Sacking of rich Keilah to prevent. 


on 
fu 
Io him, in Hareth. Foreſt, word was broug e ſ⸗ 
That the fierce Philiſtins ga inſt Keilah fought 
And robb'd the threſhing-Floors. His gen rous he 
To raiſe the Seige, and ſave the Town, inclin m 
Forthwith he, therefore, of the Lord enquin o th 
Whoſe Anſwer added Life to his Deſires. 
Moſt clear the Anſwer was: yet he was fai din, 
His Men miſdoubting, to enquire again. Wm t 
For they, who were in daily Fear that Sau gl: 


r 


With all his Forces, would upon them fall ma; 


Were loth, for others ſakes, their Strength to N w. 
And make themſelves, for their Defence, moreſj Te. 


NAZI 


ox II. 


ore confirming Anſwer did afford; 

th Promiſe that, obſerving his Command, 
d give the Philiſtins into their hand. 

r ſhaken off, they March, reſolv'd upon't: 
mpMving their Valiant Leader in the Front. 
00 
nt, No Reilah come, unlooked for by all, 
on the Philiſtins did briskly fall; 


| with a dreadful Slaughter all did ſmite, 


ouzWo ſaved not themſelves by timely Flight. 
ug; | | 

ous heSeige thus rais'd, & Keilah's Coaſts now clear'd 
linFm thoſe ill Neighbours ſhe fo juſtly fear'd, 


i the Town Victorious David entred 

r whoſe Deliv'rance he his Life had vent'red) 

ding a Booty, which his Sword did win 

m the defeated Hoſt of Philiſtin. 

5a gladded Keilires all thei? Wits imploy, 

fall © manifeſt their Gratitude and Joy: 

h to N well. they might, with Civic Garland, crown 

nor; Temples, who from Spoil had ſav'd their Town. 
Encourag'd 


when, the ſecond time enquir'd, the Lord 15" 


as . r — - 
*” . — 8 — _ 2 — 


= — 


3 * 9 
= 
3 4 - 9 — 3 — p 1 — 
q — — — . _— * of — — W „ © _— 4 — — = > — * 
Py _ - - 4 FS * — OW — m —_— — 
— A 7—.——————————— — ; ——— _ 
* . - rr Io en er 


0 — 


28 Y 
—ͤ — 


90 DO AFYTD EIS Boox He 


* Encourag'd greatly with this good Succeſs 
Was David, and his Followers no leſs. 
They joy together. But how meer a 795 
How momentary, is all Human Joy! 
This glimm'ring Glance of Sun-ſhine ſoon was; 
And their Horizon blacker Clouds o'ercaſt, 


The Triumph yet was hardly well begun, 
When young Abiathar, Ahim' lech's Son Is 
(Who from the Sword, by Providence, was f tn 
To propagate a Sacerdotal Seed) Py 
Came panting in; with Sweat beſmear'd and D fs 
And, almoſt breathleſs, thro” the Concourſe tu: 
und 
To David come, with many a Sigh and Sl, v 
He tells the horrid Tragedy of Neb : dn 
How the High-Prieſt, with all his Prieſtly Tl by 
And ev*ry living Soul at Neb was flain. thar 
Could you have ſech, without a mournful LH 
Poor David theſe amazing Tid ings took ; ith 

Ye would have doubted, whether in his. Face 


| Aſtoniſhmert, or Grief had greater Place. 
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ls 22 look'd, when, to his great Surprize, 
Daughter met him for a Sacrifice. 
Suddenneſs and Strangeneſs of the Deed ; 
cor in David, and Amazement breed. 

Grief was equal : for he knew full well, 
Miſchief on the Prieſts for his ſake fell. 
Senſe whereof did pierce his tender Breaſt 
e deeply, than can be by Words expreſt. 
Infants, with their Mothers, he laments : 
that he &er ſaw Nob, too late repents. 
Priz#s too rigid Fate he doth bemone 

es; than if their Fate had been his own. 
ll their Deaths bewails : but moſt his Grief 
unds for his Ahimelech, their Chief. 

0 whoſe Memory how much he ow'd, 
Id not, he thought, more ſi ignally be ſhow'd, 
by Accumulating Favours on 
bar, his ſole- ſurviving Son. 
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ith kind Embraces therefore be doth cheer 


ce down caſt Wan; 4 and ids! him caſt off Fear. 


Aſſuring 
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* Aſſuring him that, ſince their common Fate 
Made them joint-Objects of Saul's cauſeleſs Hy 
He ſpecial Care would of his Safety take, 
Both for his own, and for his Father's ſake: 
Whoſe well-deſervings of him, he ſhould find, 
Were deeply graven in a * Mind. 


to 
81 
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T o David now Intell 8 was ſent, 
By ſome Well-wiſher, That King Saul was ba 
To ſhut him up in Keilah; and, or take 
Him, or deſtr oy the City for his ſake. 

This made him lay all other Thoughts aſide, 


And for his own Security provide. 


Could David on the Kezlites have rely? d, 
That they would have ſtood faithful to his ſid 
He durſt have held the Town againſt the Kin 
And all the Force he able was to bring. 
For Kyilah was a Place of Strength; and mor 
Had all Proviſions, for a Seige, in Store. 

But, doubting how the Citizens might hold, Nfeer 
Againſt the Force of Steel, or Ponꝰr of Gold; fe 


to the Sacred Dude did go, 


5 Purpoſe, and the Reilites Faith to know. 
> Anſwer was, Saul will come down : and They, 
fave themſelves, will Thee to him betray. 


Hat 


nd, 
his Anſwer, from the Oracle, receiv'd, 

de David, of the Keilites Help bereav'd, 
old to lead his ſlender Band from thence, 
beſeek a Place, of more ſecure Defence. 
durſt himſelf and Men no longer truſt 

h them, who were too fearful to be Ju#: 


lin and Friendſhip quickly fail. 

rateful Keilah therefore he forſook, 

| to the Wilderneſs himſelf betook : 

- 648 Wilderneſs of Zz7ph, where he might be 
nf [caſt he hop'd ſo) from Betrayers free. 


reateſt Dangers, did it ſelf approve) 
old, FWecret Ways, to David did repair; 


d; ſe Heart was almoſt overwhelm'd with Care. 
Look 


well he knew, where preſſing Fears prevail, 


monWere Noble Jonathan (whoſe vertuous Love, 
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Who ſuch Returns of hearty Love did make, 


94 


To ſee the Object of his Love draw near: 


Of Comfort, to confirm him in the Lord. 
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Look how it doth a drooping Lover cheer 1 t 
nc 
ti 
[| tl 
Ir 


So David (at the unexpected Sight 

Of Jonathan, his very Souls: Delight) 
Forgetting all his Fears, and Sorrows palt, 
With gladſome Smiles his faithful Friend-embra 


As well the Firmneſs of his Friendſhip ſpake, 
Then to a ſhady Pine they: jointly walk't : 
And, *twixt themſelves, of David's Troubles ti 
No need had David now himſelf to moan; 
His Friend knew how to make his Caſe his o 
He kindly to him ſpake, and had a Word 
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f 
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Bid him not fear; but in the Lord conſide, 
Who was (he could aſſure him) on his ſide. 
Told him, the Lord would cover him, that $ 


Should never able be to make him fall. 7 
And, Prophet-like, Foretold him that the Thi Mt ; 
OF T/rael ſhould one Day be his oww: — 


wit - DALTIDETS. 

1 that himſelf ſhould next unto him be. 
happy Man! Who other's Fate could ſee, 

not his own.) Thus, having cheer'd his Friend, 
| time requiring, They their Conf*rence end: 
then, before the Lord, they both renew 

ir Covenant; and, Kiſſing, bid Adieu. 


L 
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* in the Winter, Show?rs and Storms ſucceed 
To Sun-ſhine, which to Travellers do breed 
e T oyl and Haraſvip, than the rranſs ſent Smile 
vo gave Comfort, which they had e're-while : 
after David's Heart had been made glad, | | 
the kind Viſit which he lately had. 

Storms aroſe; his Tronbles now grew more, 


C7 


le Dangers greater than they were before. 8 


at was come out againſt him; that he knew. 
| with an Hon, His Followers but few. 5 5 
_ only wanted Knowlala ge where he ay: 


many ready were him to betray. 
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Ti afflicted Prince, with his Retinue, ſtood) 


The lurking-Places, where he us'd to ly, 
And bring him Word: Away the Zephites iſſhic { 


The Plain that's on the South of Jeſhimon. 
This when Sas! heard, he thither bent his Calif 
| Reſolving to prevail by Fraud, or Force: 
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The pick-thank Zephites (in whoſe untrod y. 


To curry Favour, haſten to the King ; 
And where poor David was, glad Tidings bri 
Engaging, If he came without delay, 

They David would into his Hands betray, 


Attentive Ears to all the Lepbites told 
The King did lend, and ſmoothly them cajl 
Beſtow'd a graceleſs Blefling on them, and 
Begg'd them to g0 again, and underſtand 
More fully all his Haunts, and cloſely ſpy 


But David had, mean while, forſook their Mn: 
And to the Wilderneſs of Maon gon: Ge 


% , 
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And was fo near it, that he David found; 


And him, and all his Men, environ'd round. 2 


Nod: 
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Welpreat was the Streight poor David. now was in: 1 Sem: 


0) Wreat, he never had in greater been. hs | 
Hope to Conquer, nor no Way to fly: 
br 1ng; remained, but to Fight, or Die. vo 2 
en lo! A Meſſenger came panting in, 
told the King, the bloody Philiſt in 
led had the Land; and all was loſt 
laſt; that lay upon the bord'ring Coaſt) 4 
6 he came with Speed: "Therefore, O _ 
yd, make no delay; Thy Forees bring 

we thy Land, and let the King make haſt, 
the Country be laid wholly Waſt. - 


2 — — 


| —— made the King, with i heed, 
n: and David "how his . freed. 


Fro his delad Ones con&Yeys; j 
others upon them to fall, 
woul the Gy ww FOG, ral. : 
170 1 5 
s great Bart „With a diff nfs tt, 
d aſcrib'd ; David doth thence depart, 
5 6: And, 
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15% And, with his little Band of 1 did hie 

Unto the Fortreſſes of EMtt. 17h bil 
A Place of greater Strength, and . he mi 
If over. preſs d. ſecure himſelf hy Flight: rr 
Concluding right g&would not he loge er d gr 
With greater .Faregs, would upon him fall. im 
His Expectation, faibd not: for the King, 


tet 
the 


The Philiſtine ö repell' d, doth with him pring ＋ 

Three Thouſagd chqſen Men; Men he had oj, 
In whoſe Fidelity he could conhde;;' :1; 1 

And now, him{glf; with pleaſing; "I * . 

That he ſhould. Nevis take, alive or dead. ſh |, 

t li 

Hut God, h off on wicked. Men doth bf, u 


The Hurts they pla, Ba inſt athers;. did the pre 
Caſt ſingle into Davis's Hands. New He 
Might, with ORG; Stroke, hunfelf;for ever ft 
From Saul's Purſuits. Fer $444 ded, fro lu t,t 
Nature to eas x$t'd into a Den Þþ oy 
2 laid his Royal Robe aſide the while, ent 


Leſt in the Action he 1 it. Anu; "iP 
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Te thinking David in the Cave had been, Sem. 
that he had, by Human Eye, been ſeen. 


ho, but a David, would have let his Foe, 
auch Advantage found, in Safety go! 
mall Temptation we may think twould be 
| David, now himſelf at once to free 
all his Troubles. On his Men him egg'd 
give the Stroke; ; or let den W it, begg'd. 


Wut ® whoſe noble Breaſt was throu ghly fill d 
loyal Principles, from Heav'n inſtilbd 
liking too, in eaſe he ſhould ſucceed 
che Crown, his: Subjects ſuch a Deed 
Preſident ſhould have) with brave Diſdain 


Je 1 a "Pat, his e did refrain. 
x i a 150 
Wt, that the King att ſcaſfible be made, 


Cauſleſsly he was of him afraid; 
» Pently ſtept to where the Garment hays 


Th F | 
3 G 2 Then 


5 _ Then drawing back, he waited till the King, 
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t 
His Robe reſum'd, went forth; and followin 
He, at a diſtance, well ſecur'd, did ſtand 
(Having the Lappet of the Robe in's Hand) 
And with extended Voice, but humble Speech, 
And rev rend Geſture, did the King beſeech 
To view the Skirt; an en . he, 
Of Innocence and Lojalty in me: 

For wel thou mayſt conclude, when I fa nei 


2 hes was, unten; I could my Spear 
45 bs pn Commune: I. the Shire did cut. 
But that thy Life, O King; to me was dear, 
In that I did not hurt thee, doth appear. 


* 
„7 „„ 8 6 TY 24 N 
„ 44 NAA "TE EX 41 1 


So well his rig οĩ Cauſe did David plea 


(Having none elſe for him to intercede) det. 
So did he manifeſt his Innocent, the 
So clear; d himſelf. from all ſurmiz d en 
80 earneſtly upon the Lord: did call, at t 


Judgment to give betwixt Himſelf. my Seal d nx 


We t lea 
* 


„„ * 
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t Saul; him hearing, did Confounded ſtand, o 
272d to ſee his Skirt in David's hand; IFN 
Sight of which convinc'd him, David could 
e fame time have ſlain him, if he would. 

; fatisfy'd him, that his Life he o- d 

David's Mercy, which from Vertue flow'd. 
Senſe whereof made him firſt weep, then cry 
1, My Son David, art more juſt than I. | 
thou, for all the Evil I have done 

thee, haſt me rewarded well, my Son, 

at Man his Foe, at ſuch Advantage found, 
uld ſpare ! Thy Goodneſs doth to me abound. 
herefore the Lord reward thee good, I pray, 
thy great Kindneſs, ſhewn to me this Day. 
adding, * Now, behold, by this I know 


3 


ug 


) 
cl 


d that the Kingdom ſhall Eftabli{ld be 
Where, and thine, by Heavens juſt Decre. 
nce j ear therefore, ſaid he, to me, hy the Lord, 
at thou wilt Mercy to my Seed afford :': > 4 
not, for my Offene, cut off the ſame; 
t leave me, in my Father's Houſe, 2 Name. 


e Ifraclitiſh Crown to thee {hall go: 


63 | His 
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_ Wherefore, to humour Saul, he to him ſware. i 


1 Sam. 


25. 


And, with a due Regard, to Solemnize, 
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His Title to the Kingdom David knew, 
Better than Saul; and whence that Title grew f 
Ev'n from the ſacred Oy!, which, on his Head 
The Prophet had, by God's Appointment ſhed Ho 


JK 


Which done, Saal ſtraitway homeward did ren 
But David, who too well the: King did know i 
To truſt him; up unto the Hold did go. 


CHAP. 
IE Prophet Samuel now reſign'd his 3 
r To God who gave it. To lament whoſe DB 


In publick manner his ſad Obſequtes ; 

The Iſraelites, with one conſent, did hie 
To Ramah,' where he livd, and was to lic. wor 
And that che King, who lov'd to feem devo 
Would give Attendance there, we need not Melia 


OUS -: L. 
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wh from his Fears did him à while releaſe. 
id, | 8 : 

edo Paran ow, new Quarters ſeeking, he 
re. Wov'd - his little Camp from Ez<ged: : 

ron Wilderneſs to Wilderneſs; where till 
Het Proviſions would require ſome Skill. 


ere, Wants encreaſing, he to Mind did call, 
t, when before he hither fled from Saul, 
re lived a Wealthy Miſer on that Coaſt, 
d of his great Poſſeſſions us d to boaſt. 
s Mides a Thouſand Goats, Thres Thouſand Sheep 
ſe Aude, in Carmel, conſtantly did keep. 
rat a Hock muſt many Hands imploy 

y a luſty Man, and Purdy Boy) 1 
ep, and {bear the Sheep, and wind the Woo! + 
lic. would a little keep their Bellies full. 
-youſtt Store of Victu' als therefore muſt he dreſt, 
ot q ch an Houſe; although there were no Gueſt: 


G 4 Which 


gave poor David ſome few Days of eaſe, * Sin. 
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: * Which yet were wont good Neighbourhood to ſhi 
And to each other's Sheep-ſhearings to go. 


)K 
u 
ang 
| | n cl 
This David well conſidering, and hearing Ih g- 
That this rich Neighbour had begun Sheep- ſheai 7 
Thought it a proper time for him to try, Ble 

Whether his Wealth was mixt with Charity. 
Chooſing out therefore Ten young Men, who 

Of his Retinue, them he bid prepare 
To go to Nabal (for that was. the Name 

Of this rich Man) and when to him they can 
They, in their Maſter's Name, fhould him al 
In ſuch Terms as might beſt his Humour ſui 
Wiſh Peace, ſaid he, to him, his Houſe, and 
Whate'er he doth. poſſeſs, both Great and Snuſffii 
Then give my Service to him: Tell him, . 

Who might Command, entreat his Courteſy. 
Which to excite, put him in Mind, That , 
From doing Hurt to him, or his, are free. Nis ſu 
For Proof of which: wie boldly dare appeal 
To his own-Servants : May: but he fa deal pref 


3 . wit! 
Mu 4 2 


PSS 2. 
, 2 
* "Vp 


us, as we by them have dealt, while they 2 Fo wh 


ang us fed his Flocks from Day to Day. 
n cloſe your Meſſage thus, Since me are come 


I 


good Day; Give us, we pray thee, ſome 
a Proviſions : that thy Servants may 
Bleſſing to 1 5 _ _ 


hus David's Sin unto Carmel come, 

abal ſpake. But he, with Aſpect pram, © © 
ſcornful Tone; ſaid, Who is David „be, as 
Son of Jeſſe ! Many Servants do” ' 

, now a-days, each from his Lord, that he 
lf may, from his due Obedience, free. 
would you have me take my Bread and Meat, 
ions for my Gueſts, and Men, to eat) 
„I give them unto ſuch, as I nor know - 

he hn oy came, nor waither mt will 801 
11 


0 


POS. 


Is ſurly Andwes did the Men ſo ſcare) | 

they (ike modeſt Beggars, as they were) 

preſſing further, to their Lord return: 
with the Anſwer, make bis Spirits burn. 


p 1's | h For 
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3 For he no ſooner heard, with what deſpiglit, 
The brutiſn Clomn his juſt requeſt did ſlighit; 
But, in a high Ræſentment of th' Affront, 
(And Reſolution to take Vengeance on't) 
He to his Soldiers forthwith gave the Word, 
Arm, Arm with ſpeed: And, girding on his Sw 
Drew forth Four Hundred ; which he thought End 
(Leaving the reſt to guard the Camp and Stu 
And with a formy Mind, and Martial Heat, 
March'd on, beſtowing many a direful Three 
On Nabal ; who muſt now not ſingle fall: 
But he, and his own Family withall. 


In vain, ſaid David, have I ſafely kept 
This Fellow's Flocks, while he ſecurely {lept. 
He might a civil Anſwer ſure have ſent, 
If he, to part with nothing, was ſo bent. 
Pl take ſuch Vengeance on th* ungrateful WI 
That others may n him Abi * 


W bile thus ind Devi andthe buch haft 
Nalal to ſlay, and his whole Houſe lay wal 
0 Propi 


26 
zl Mens Deeds, and Thoughts too, from onhigh, 


with a ſecret, over-ruling Arm, 

ell from Doing, as Receiving Harm, 

h his preſerve: did now contrive a way, 

id, from ſhedding guiltleſs Blood, to ſtay. 
means too oft, through fuprd . 

uted are to Accident, or Chance, 
oughtleſs Men: though others clearly ſee 
are tl? Effects of a divine Decree. 

ch oft through I=ſtraments are brought to paſs; 
us, whereof we now are ſpeaking, was. 


r Nabal, though himſelf a Fool, or Mad 
ren his very Name imports) yet had 

A laccompliſb'd Wife, diſcreet and wiſe, 

oben, full of vertabous Qualities : 

oft her Husband's Radexeſs did bewail, 
ſeek to hide: Her Name was Av16GAIiL. 


0 her a Servant (who-had ſeen and heard 
if Fs "ou! Carriage; and juftly fear'd 


opt! The 


DAVIDETS: way 


Wicious Providence, whoſe piercing Eye 1 fn. 
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2. The dire Effects of t) haſt' ned, to th? intent, Nin 


That ſhe, forewarn'd, the Miſchief might preyeſhy « 
e nn ide 
Miſtreſs, faid he, David, to whom, we kno the 
The Safety of our ſelves and Flocks we ow; WW Ev 
Who hath ſo kind a Neighbour been, that, ſin in o 
He came to live among us, a Defence 
He hath been to us, both by Night and Day, Wot 1 
Securing us from Thieves, and Beaſts of PreyWatte 
This curteous Prince hath to our Maſter ſent Mech { 
Ambaſſadors, - both with a C omplement - ſhe 


Of Gratulation, and a ſmall Requeſt; bein 
That he'd admit him (as an abſent Gueſt) Hall. 
To be Partaker, in ſome ſort at leaſt, did 


1 hin 

55 o 45 make 
But oh! our Maſter, who, thou know'ſt too the 

Is ſo ungovern'd, that if one but tell 

A civil Meſſage to him, He will fall 

Foul on him, like a Son of Belial. 

So did he now at David's Men let fly 


Of the Abundance of his Shearing-Feaſt. 


er Hi 
eſent 
ain A 


A rude Inveclive, full of Raillery PF Kaif 


( 
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inſt their Maſter, and them back hath ſent 3 1728 
yy of Food: but full of Diſcontent. 

ſder therefore, Miſtreſs, what to do, 

the diverting the impending Blow : 

Evil, if not ſtop't, is like to fall 

n our Maſter, and, through him, us all. 


1, Wot without great Surprize, we may ſuppoſe, 
attentive Dame did hear ſuch Words as thoſe : 
ich ſhe had reaſon to believe were true; 

ſhe too well her Husband's Temper knew. 
being of a well-compoſed Mind 1: 

all Men juſt, and to her Husband kind) / 

did not think it was a proper Seaſon, _ 

| him, of his ill Carriage, then to reaſon: 
make all haſt ſhe could, to go, and tr 

e the Injur'd Prince could pacify. 


er Husband therefore not conſulted, ſne 
ent took of what might likely be 
ain Acceptance, [Bread, Wine, Fleſh well dreſt, 
Raiſins, Parched-Corn] all of the Beſt, 

Ag | In 


— 


1 Sn. In good Proportion; which, on Aſſes laid, 


25. 
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Did David, with his Men deſcending, ſpy 


* in the 5 N met. 


The Full, which doth in his. Boſom reſt. 
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She ſent before her: and, for haſt, neer (ag! 
Her ſelf to deck; but, in her common Dre 
Sped after, bending to the Wilderneſs. 


J 


i 


As.down the Hill ſhe rode, her watchful 


From th? adverſe Hill: at equal Diſtance ſet 


Come 3 David, * * Aſs ſhe lex 
And, with ſubmiſſive Look, firſt forward i: 
A Pace, or two: then Proftrate at his Feet 
Lying a While as . 11 at length, wa 


© On me, my Led; T pray, on me let y 22 
The Puniſhment for this Iniquity. | 
© Let not my Lord this Man of Belial heed * 
© Nabal; whoſe Name and Nature are agret I 
* So well, that by his Name is well exprel A | 


will DAVIDELS. 


wit him and thee; ſubject to thy Command, 
t give mec leave, I pray, to ſpeak a Word, 
Word in ſeaſon, to my honour'ed Lord: 
dich ſhall be nothing but the Truth; that ſo 
ou mayſt the right State of the Matter one 
of Truth, my Lord, I did not ſee  -_: 

e Meſſengers that came to Him from. is PE 

xr of, the Matter did one Title) hear, ver 
they were gone: and then botk Shame & Fear 
i ſpur. me on, to haſten tomy Lord, 
d boy my Negk unto thy righteꝰous Sword. 
lle. if thou pleaſe : Yet give ang leave to fay, 
e Lord will (thee, avenge another way, 

n not thine Hand with Blood, but to the Lord 
kr hy Cauſe 3, whacany wihouechy Sword, 
thy Wrongs; May who ſeeks ill to thee; 
like Cale as; in _ will: be. 1 8 


Ke * 8 oF ogy: 
Lon. Dic 0 0 1 12800. . du 1. 
* 


ret 
22 ſunbly offering hits ns ſhe rouge, 
„ Pereſerr to acdpriſhe him helanght. ©" |. 


| _ 


gard him not. But let thine Hand maid. ſtand 1 Sam. 


25. 
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2 And raiſing her Diſcourſe to higher things; 
(Such as concern'd the Ringdom) home ſhe b. 
The Matter to himſelf: and thus apply d 
The Caſe to him; as if ſhe Propheſy'd. 
« Becauſe, my Lord, thou doſt his Battles figh 
The Lord of Hoſts in thee doth take delig 
© He'll make thee a ſare Houſe, wherein to dl 
And ſet thee on the Throne of Ifrael. 
Thy Head ſhall wear the Tfraelitiſh Crows, 
© And thou ſhalt live and die in high Renoy 
Then, giving Saul ſome not anmelcome Blows, 
She thus to Dauid her Diſcourſe did cloſe. 
When thou haſt found the Lord deal well witht 
Amun. rank it Was foretold "Ow me. 
© 'This ſaid, dhe * But not before the L 
Had David quite diſarmd (Wer of his Sword, 
But) of his Auger, and that hot Difſpleaſure, 
Which, in his Breaſt, had boyl'd beyond due Meal 
He now is chang' d: His Heat is now: e 
d, looking on fair an. he ſaid, 


1 
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WBlcft be the God of 1/7/2!, who this Day ? y am. 

t thee to meet, and ſtop me on the way. 
ſed be thy Advice: and bleſſed be 
ou too, for giving it. Whereby thou me 
rented haſt from ſhedding Blood ; which I 

do, had'ſt thou not come, was very nigh. | 
d the Injury too high Reſent: 

, to Revenge as high, was fully bent. 
now from Thoughts of Violence 1 ceaſe, | 
| gladly ſend thee back again in Peace. 
urn, fair Dame, return: for I rejoyce, 20 
t I have heard, and heark ned to thy 3 
f Vertues good Impreſſions in me leave; 
I thy Preſent gratefully receive. 
wiſe Behavrour hath Atonement made; 
e che Offence thy Husband's Rudeneſs laid. 
ort parting, He unto his Camp retir'd; 
re, h her Houſe: He, Her; She Him admird. 
Meal ruler emi ee tak 4 0 ri n. 
a 
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CHAP. VI. 

HEN Abigail was gotten Home, {he fs 
N abal kept Open Houle ; All things ab( 
Ev'n to Profuſeneſs : ſuch a laviſh Feaſt, 
As might have Entertain'd a Royal Gueſt. 
The Wine ſo freely flow*d, and He the Cup 
So often took; ſo often turn'd it up: © 
That He, who was the Maſter of the Feall i” 
Had now transform'd himſelf from May to By ; 
He had ſo freely guzz led down the Wine, 
That he 2 Lauri, like a en Swine. 


This was 6 But v 
Next Morn, his little Sexce return'd agen; 
She, in due order, did to him relate 
The Danger he had ſcap'd : how near his G 
Dawid's devouring Sword tad been; How m 
They all had been unto a Maſſacre, 


en 


a ( 
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ready to be ſlaught'erd, and all long 1 Sam. 
his rude Carriage, and abuſive Tongue. 


This he no ſooner heard, but ſtrait the Thought 
Danger, he upon himſelf had brought 

ough now he knew *twas over) ſtruck a Dart 
his mean, and too unmaniy Heart. 

Spirits ſank : and in ſome Ten Days time, 

te by the Lord, his Life went for his Crime. 


0 


100 


up 
great a Man, ſo ſtrange a Death, ſo near 
David's Camp, mult quickly reach his Ear. 

ch when he heard, he bleſt the Lord, that he 
both from Self-avenging kept him free : 

allo had, by an immediate Stroke, 

led his Cauſe; and Nabal's Heart had broke, 


alt, 
Bei 


C5 


ut \ 
Pen recollefting what a goodly Dame | 
b Beauty, Wiſdom, Vertue, Touth and Fame 
is G LE ; 

jd Abigail to him appear d, 

n (co divert the Storm {he juſtly fear'd) 


H 2 She, 
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E "a She, as a Szppliant, the other Day, 
| Although with Tears bedew'd, before him lay 
| 


Love kindled in his Heart a Noble Flame, 
With warm Deſires after the lovely Dame. 
Wherefore he forthwith did to her diſpatch 
Ambaſſadors to treat an happy Match 
| Between them ; Let her know how chaſt a H 
Poſſeſt his Breaſt, and Court her in his Nam 
Conduct her fate, that ſhe might be his 'Wik 
Partaker of his Fortunes, during Lite. 


[ The Meſſage told: Wiſe Abigail, who kn 
| How Great, how Good, how Wiſe, how Juſt, how! 
| Prince David was; How Pious and how Dy 
To God, and alſo to the Ciown how near ; 

Did not tale State upon her, nor require 

Time to Conſider, and be Courted hig her. 

| But, by an humble Phraſe, expreſt Conſent; 
1 And mounting, well attended, with them v 
To David, who, with Joy, did her receive: 
And each, in Heart, did to the other cleave 


un. 


4 
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lbout this time too, or not long before, 1 5nd 
4 (who long had been afflicted ſore | 

loſs of Michal; and now hopeleſs grown, 5 

at he ſhould &er enjoy her as his own) 

ried Ahinoam, a goodly Dame, 

Jezreel, who out of Judah came, 
hat he now was doubly Wiv'd, and might 


heir ſweet Converſation take delight. 


— 


k | 


ay: 


P 
am 
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t once poſſeſſed was the Princely Boy, 
Brother's Beauty, and of Father's Joy. © 
Brothers Beauty couch'd was in the Name 

e moſt beauteous Jezreelitiſh Dame. | 
Father's Joy in Abigail did found ; © j 
hom whatever could raiſe Joy was found. on 
made him MichaPs Abſence: better bear; 1 
yd by Two, ſo vertu'ous, and fo fair. 
Per, her Father; (chat he more might vex 

ene; David, and his State the more —_—_ 118 
m to another giv'n: and did conſtrain 


elve: | 
F unvilling Dame her; Nuptial· Bed to b 
leavt 


1 * 
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: * O Impio' us Man! who gave her for a Mas 
To David (as he ſtuck not to declare *) 


| 
| 
| 
| 


X* Sam 


18. 21. Which ſhe not proving : In revengeful Rage, 
He to another did her ſoon engage. 
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C H A. P. VIII. 
1 Fam. Time of Reſt had David had, while Sl 
_ Had been attending Samwels. Funeral. 
A time of Joy; wherein he might, at leafure 
Refreſh himſelf with undiſturbed Pleaſure. 
But now his Troubles haſten on again : = 
And he muſt now repeat his former Pain. 
He now for ſelf- Defence had need prepare, 
Leſt Saul be on him e're he be aware. 


For Saul no ſooner was to) Gibeah got, 
But the falſe Zephites thither to him trot ; 
Inform him, David doth near them reſide, 
And in their Woods himſelf, and Men, doth | 


/ 


r their Service, urge the forward King 


bis Invitation, added to the Fire 
Lys own Breaſt, kindled ſo ſtrong Deſire 
aking David; that he forthwith roſe 
Gib#ah, and in queſt of David goes 
ling Three Thouſand with him, Men well-try'*d, 
nt and Strong; in whom he could confide. 
ſe He into the Woods of Tiph did draw, 
pitched in the Hill of Hachxzh,, 1 

id, mean while, informed by his Scouts, 
Saul lay Camped ſomewhere there-abouts, 
t, in the Evening. forth, a View to take 
aul's Sat Hoſt, and : Obſervations Fake. 


FI 
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me. hs ck FO Grate Ment did is 


in the Trench, His Spear juſt Ricking) Mt 
Bolſter ; and à Cruſe of Water near, 


hirſt to quench, and Spirits alſe cheer. 


we, 


- 
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ome; and with him Strength enough to bring. 
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41 


This ſeen, and bs not ſeen, ſtrait back he 900 
Fetches Abiſbai: unto whom he ſhows 
Saul, Abner, all the Soldiers faſt a- ſleep; 

No Centinel awake, tlie Watch to keep. 

Fain would Abiſbai ſtrike the fatal Stroke, Ich 
Which ſhould have David freed from Saul's hard 
Full hard he begg' d, that David would give if 
He, with” one Blow * Saul of Life: beren 

b bib WW, 19-500 YM il enn 
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But Noble David (im whoſe chicas Brea 
Loyal and%pious Principles did reſt) 
Flatly forbad it; ſay ing, God forbid. n 
That THD IS my (Hf from Trouble rid. t 
The Lofd Serbid, lar F mine hand fhould f be 
Againſt the Lord's Anointed. Such a Wret 
May I neee TU lade Hm to the Lord, Wy t 
Who wotksiby various Ways, beſides the Sy it 
But take, Haid he, his P/a&#-P and Spear: d, 
BY wee my SORRY" appear 5 
e T 


a H y? 
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What, undiſcov'red, done; they ſtrait Retire 3 
a ſafe ſtanding, whence (che Ground being higher) 

ey might be ſeen, and heard. David doth call 

ud to Abner, Saul's brave Generall. 

waking, faid, Who's that, whoſe Tongue doth ring 
ſhrill ? Speak ſoftly: leſt thou wake the King. 


h! Art not thou a 'valiane Man! But Where, 
David, is thy Vigilance and Care: 
there came One unto the King's Bed - ſide 
om none of all your Centinels deſcry'd) 
whom the King might have been ſlain, if 1 
not him fav'd. Who now deſerves to die? 
id. chat the Truth thereof may plain appear, 
d here his Cruſe of Water, and his Spear. 
\ ret( | 03:45: 104 
ord, y this time Saul, awaking with the Noiſe, 
xe ſtartling at the ſound of Davia's Voice, 
ww: Ja, L ir thou, my Son? Ves, yes, it is, 
David: wherein have I done amiſs? 
e I to thee, 0 King, am always true: 
y? O why doſt thou thus my Life purſue? 
If 
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5 San. If thou thus Hunt'ſt me by the Lord's Comm to 


May he accept an Of ring at my Hand! 
But if this Miſchief, by the Sons of Men, 
Be raisd againſt me, then, I ſay, O then 
Curs'd of the Lord be they! for lo! they ſtrive 
Me from the Heritage of God to drive : 
Bidding me, to ſerve other Gods, be gone. 
Tet I reſalve to ſerue the Lord alone. 

\ Wherefore I truſt the Lord preſerve me ſhall 
That to the Earth my Blood may never fall. 
How mean a thing it is, That Hruel's King 
An armed Hoſt into the Field ſhould bring, 
To ſeek a Flea! Are Men of Wifdom wont, 
With Armies, after Partridges to hunt! 

No greater I, than theſe, may counted be, 
If I, . n compared am to thee 


ay a 
Strol 
> ſen 
did 1 
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ror, 


my 
thy 


yell 
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ever 
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N ob 1 more did Davids Rhetorick prevail 
On Saul, than that which never us d to fail Ne Lo 
With Him, and ſuch as He, the fight « of's Sj in m 
In David's Hand: whereby he knew how ner Thre: 
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to him had been; whiPft, faſt a-{leep, 

xy at David's Mercy (none to keep 

Stroke off from him) who might, with one Blow, 
> ſent his Soul down to the Shades below ; 
did not hurt him. This the better Part 

aus ill Nature reach't: and in his Heart 
led a Spark of Gratefulneſs; from whence 

g an Acknowledgement of his Offence. 

| kly, as once before, in like Diſtreſs, 

rror, Folly, Sin He doth confels. 


my Son David, ſinned have, ſaid He; 
thy Pardon: Pray, Return to me. 

ell I know, That I have play'd the Fool, 
broke the Precepts taught in Vertues School, 
ever more will I againſt thee rife : 


„ — 1 © > aw p 


le my Life was precious in thine Eyes. 


De Lord, faid David, once again had put 
„in my Pow'r, I eas ly might have cut 
Thread aſunder. God fo deal with me, 
have Faithful been, and Kind to thee. 
When 
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. When David ceasd, Saul did his Bleſſing gi 

” Wiſhing He in Proſperity might live. 
Then parting, Saul returned to his Place: 
And David to his Camp directs his Pace. 


The End of the Szcoxp Boos, 
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BOOK III. 


CHAPTER I. 

Ong had the Hebrew Common-Wealth been torn \ gun. 
By Civil Fars, ſince firſt the ſacring Horn 

David's Head, from Rev'rend Samuel's Hand, 
emptie'd been, by God's expreſs Command. 

le the tall Son of Rib, with armed Force 

irt (the Flow'r of Tels Foot and Horſe) 

nothing unattempted, to bring down 

's young Yon, the Rival of his Crown : 


's Joung Son, who therefore periſh muſt, 
: uſe he was 5 V. 8 Wi and Ju 


K. 


Who 


—— — 


—— r r 
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l "40 Who can recount the Jeo? pardies, which he 
Was daily in, while he was fain to flee 
From Cave to Roc; from one Hold to anothe 
And Safety for his aged Sire and Mother 
In Moab ſeek; Himſelf enforc't to fly 
To Achiſh, Iſrabel's utter Enemy! 
Who the great Philiſtin fo lately ſlew, 
Is glad now to a Philiſtin to ſue | 
For Shelter ; driven, by Domeſtick Foes, 
To beg, from Foreign Enemies, Repoſe. 
Adullam, Mezpeh, Hareth, Kgilah, Ziph, 
En gedi, Paran, and the craggy Clift 
Of Hachilah, the Rocks, where wild Goats 
Witneſs the Hardſhips born by Jeſſe's Seed, 


A Sabbath now of Years was fully run, ults 
Since David's cauſeleſs Troubles firſt begun; Proj 
When the Almighty, having throughly prov'd 
The Faith and Love, of him he throughty low 
Said, *Tis exough! And with that Word dec 
The Means, whereby his David ſhould be ff 
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e Philiſtins again invade the Land, 3 | 

tall, but trembling King is at a ſtand. 

God departed, He of God is left, 

ounſel, and of Courage both, bereft. 

it Courſe, in this ſo great a Streight, to ſteer 

iſt not; *twixt Neceſſity and Fear. 

Prophet, from whoſe Heav*en-inſpired Breaſt, 

ſe] did uſe to flow, was gone to Reſt. 

nor by Ux1m did, in that Extream, 

chſafe to give an Anſwer, nor by DREAM; 


gh ſought unto. In vain doth man expect 
rence by the Hand he doth reject. ; 


S [ 


ed thus of God, the fairbleſs King 


elf into the Devil's Arms doth fling ; 

ults a Witch, and her imploys to raiſe 
Prophet Samuel; who many Days 

I with his Pander ſlept. O blinded Wretch ! 
lou kink a Silly Witch had Pow'r to fetch 
dead Prophet from his peaceful Reſt ; 


e Peril after Death, could Saints moleſt. 


Let 
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* Yet by the Apparition, which ſhe brought, 
Was Saul of his approaching Ruin taught ; 
And found it true. The Philiſtins prevail, 
gan. And 1/rd'el both of Strength and Courage fil 
They fly. The King (his Sons firſt {lain) imb 
In his own Blood; and cloſe at Heels purſu' 
(Left by th' Uncircamcisd he be abus'd,) 
Bids his own Squire diſpatch him; He refug4, 
Deſpair then prompting, on his Sword he fel. 
was juſt : for he did againſt God rebell. all 


Such was the End of diſobedient Saul, 
Whom God, to hanſell IſraePs Crown, did Ci 
For not performing God's expreſs Command, 

Periſh he muſt: And that by his own Hand. 
He that ſpar'd Agag, doom'd by God to De 
With his own Hand, lets out his vital Breath, 
Monarchs, beware. Let this great Monarch's | 
For ever be a Warning to you all. 


CH: 
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CHAP. II. 


HILE this ſo great Diſcomfiture befell, Re. 
For their King's ſake, the Hoſt of Iſrael ; 4. 
e Streams of reeking Blood did float the Plain 
Gilboa was loaded with the lain : 

al commanding Providence took Care, 

his Anointed Prince ſhould not be there: 

by an extraordinary Way, 

him from Danger, and from Guilt that Day. 


e great Diſpoſer of all human Things, 

at his Pleaſure, makes, and unmakes Kings; 
hath the Hearts of Princes in his Hand, 

an our Foes, to be our Friends, command; 

id the Heart of Gath's fierce King inclin'd 
to David, in Affliction, kind. 


1 Achiſb 
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Achiſh did Xiklag unto David give, 
Where He, with his Retinue, fafe might live: 
Heap'd Favours on him, promis is'd great Remo 
No leſs than to be Captain. of his Guards. 

. But he muſt to the Battle with him go, 
va a help to * his 1 an 1 Overthrow. 


at! 


e 1 


ew great a 1 muſt David now bei 
Having no other Chvire, than Death; or Sis! 
Death; if he ſhould refuſe to Fight : And Si 
If he *%ainft 17a! fought for Philiftin. © 
Thus ſorely Exercisd, it may be gheſt, In 
Such Thouglits as theſe — * fill his troubled ii dra 
1g 

How can 1 drdw vy Sword againſt my KiWhral, 
And not upon my felf the Oaia n bring [, 1 
Of foal Rebellin! I, who never durſt th 
Attempt his Lift; ; although he fought mine I Daz 
I dare not (ktibwitg him by God appoitteliſit er 
Stretch forth mine Hand againſt the Lord's And 
Twell remember how my Heart me fiſt yet 
When I but cut the Shirt from off his Coat 4% 


131 
t may I then expect, but Wrath Divine, 1 fn. 
e ſhould fall by any Stroke of mine! 


ut ay, the King were fafe: Yet how can I, 
ofe Sword hath Troops of Philiſtins made fly ; 

» bought my Michal with the leche'rous Skins 
our times Fifty ſlaught'red Philiſtius: 


© Who the daring'ſt Champion of their Crew 
y looking on) in ſingle Combat flexy ; 
Si 


(God aſſiſting) with a {ſingle Sling, 
rance did unto my Country bring: 
[I now for the Philiſtins go Fight, 
d draw my Sword againſt an elite! 
[ go help God's Heritage to bring 

hraldom to th? uncircumciſed King 

[, upon my ſelf, contract the Guilt 

the Tſra*elitiſh Blood; which: ſpilt 

Day may be! The Lord forbid that I 
d ever yield to ſuch a Villany. 


Ki 


t yet, If I refuſe my Men to lead 
| Achiſh to the Field: Nor yet can plead 


I 2 A fair 
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nw A fair Excuſe; what can I think, but He 
28. 
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Will thencefortli treat me as his Enemy! 
What can I then expect for me, and mine, 
But preſent Death! Or that he will Confine 
Us to ſome loathſpme Dungeon, untill 

He may us, with more lingring Torments, 


Shall I, this Miſchief to prevent, comply 
With his Commands, at leaſt wiſe ſeemingh! 
Shall I unto my preſent Fortune yeild ; 
And briskly draw my Forces to the Field 
Shall I, with Achiſþ, to the Battle go; 
As if I were to I1/rael a Foe: wa 
Then, when the Battle's joined, wheel about, G0 
And help to give the Philiſtins a Rout ! fror 
No! That were baſe : And I had rather dy, 
Than ſtain mine Honour with ſuch Trecher.Mhe 7 


halk 
kn 


e, 1 


Exibd from mine own Land, I hither fled, Wir K 


To ſeek a Shelter for my hunted Head. He. 
I found a kind Reception with this Prince: rt. Fa 


And in his Favour I have ſtood &er ſince. Wl now 


only 


— — — 
——— — — — — 


Bounty hath to me extended been, 

leſs than if I were a Philiſtin. 

e he doth repoſe a ſpecial Truſt : 

God forbid I ſhould be leſs than Fuft ! 
rateful, to a Proverb, I ſhould be, 

Ma 1 betray him to his Enemy. 
h rather chooſe ! than ſuch an Infamy ul 
/ David, on an Tſraelite ſhould ly. 1 [ 


19 | 
hile David thus did many Thoughts revolve, if 
knowing what, with Safety to reſolve : 
e, in the Rere, with Achiſh on to go, i. 
wait on God, for Counſel what to do;) 1 
% Cod of David his Deliv'rance wrought, 1 
from that Service fairly off him brought. 


he Princes of the Philiſtins, to whom 

ir King's nem Favourite was now become 

Eye. ſore; not well pleas'd before, to fee 
t-Favours heap'd upon a Refugee: 

| now, obſerving, that their eaſie King 

only David, and his Men, did bring 

13 To 
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But, with a diſcontented Murmur, cry'd, 


Their Diſcontents allay: but try'd in vain. 


| | 


To Battle, but had Rang'd them by his Side, 
As if in them He chiefly did Confide; 
Their Emulation could no longer hide, 


What do theſe Hebrews here ! The King would ff” 
OY 
The more he David's Courage, Conduct, prai Tel 
The more againſt him he their Choler rais d. 
Their Wrath brake forth. This Fellow make, {aid ti 
Return unto his Place; leſt he betray 

Us, in the Heat of Fight : and, by that Wile, 
Himſelf unto. lis. Maſter reconcile. be 
For, by what means, can he procure his Peſippre 
With Saul, ſo well as by the Heads of theſe To 
Command him therefore bach: for ſarely know, In te 
He ſhall not, with us, to the Battle go. all 
They ſtoutly urge. The King is fain to yeililivir 
And David forthwith is diſmist the Field. I we 
Thus God, when be is bar ach drought nj 
Can unthought N. ays for their Eſcape provide. 


| ta 
| che 
7 


1 
ja L 


ho « 


lat 


cn nl. 


7 now | ae | in his na Heart, 1. . 

u ges fair Son doth from the Camp depart: Al 
WW towards 2/4/ag,, with a nimble Pace, 1 
düehes; his loyal Conſorts to Embrace. 1 
e're the Sun thrice ſet, his Joy Was check't, | ö | 

[a Diſe Wn he did leaſt —_ | 1 


eat bigs near nk Hs: view Good the 1 
Town he could not ſee: for I Was dow. 
n to the Ground was it in Aſbes laid: 
all that was, therein away core d. 
living Soul was-left, that might inform 
were the Authors of this diſmal Storm, 


4 z 4 . 
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ho can conceive: the Horror that poſſeſs't, ! | 
lat ſurprizing Sight, poor David's Breaſt !' 


I 4 Senſle ff 


3.547: Senſleß he ſtood, like one that's truck with Thus 
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FilFd with Aſtoniſbment, and ſilent Wonder. 
His Blood retiring to his trembling Heart, 
Left a cold Sweat upon each outward Part. 
Heart · rending Sorrows did, without controul 
Impriſon all the Powers of his Soul. 

Grief forc't a Vent at laſt, and out did pour, 
Thorow his fainting. Eyes, an eaſing Show'r. 
Tears flow'd amain: He wept, until the Stor 
Of Tears was ſpent ; and he could weep non 


When Sig hs did Paſſage to his Grief affor 
And Speech was to his falt*ring Tongue reſto! 


He more ob4urate muſt have been, than Sta ſt 
Whoſe Heart had not been tend'red with his MF livi 
The Loſs of Ziklag ſomething: was; much n R 
That of the People, with their wealthy Store fam: 


But, with the deepeſt Groazs, he did bewail Þ J 
His loſt Ahinoam and Abigail. 

His Sorrows to compleat, his little Hoſt 
{For there was no Man that had nothing |: 
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re at the Point to Matinee, and fall, 
th Stones, upon their guiltleſs Generall. 


is Reaſon now did to return begin, 
aof that Stapor Grief had plung'd it in; 
| calling back, with nimble Diligence, 
„Spirits, and his Intellectu'al Sence: 
Piety did firſt it ſelf exert; 
on Toten of a right-Religions Heart. 
2 M 


ear, Bane of noble Actions, off he ſhakes, 

ori in the Lord, his God, freſh Courage takes. 

Blood enkindles, and his Spirits boy! 
ſtrong Deſire to regain the Spoyl, 

living Spoil, (If Life did yet remain 

us Rap'd Conſorts, and their living Train.) 

faming Eye ſparkles an angry Threat, 

jaſt Revenge his active Pulſes beat. 


Or 
400 


et would he not on this Adventure move, 
3 be had try'd how God would it approve. 


How 


138 
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By him too (Oath of Safety firſt being give 


DAVIDETS: Bo 


How Happy ſhould we be! How would 5 5. 
Crown all our Actions! How would God us ble: 
If, in whatever we do undertake, ' bil 
We firſt the Lord our C ond . make, 


The Prieſt is ;icalld. The rel Ebel bro 
And, in his own Way, is God's Counſel ſoug 
The Anſwer is propitio'us. Out he Went, 
With his Six. Hundred Men, Two Hundred, 
With their hard March, were of the reſt forſo 


Not able to get over Beſor-Brook. 


ave 
hon | 
| S 65 th 
Not far had David, with the reft, advanc' Ly 
When an Egyptian, in the Field, they chancſ: C= 
To find ; who, being ſick, and e 
Was by thoſe ſacking Rovers left behind. 

By him (refreſh'd firſt with long-wanted Fu ne 
And Speech recovering) they underſtood part 
That their 0/4 Enemy, th' Amalekite, Blok 
It was, had done them this fo great Deſpite pr th. 


oak; 


twic 
Ozths then were . Ful, by the God of Heav' | ted 


— — 


; David; guided to the Place, W they, 12 
wial Merriment, ſecurely lay. | 

Gag s Dainties they a Feaſt had made, 

, with their Plunder, drove a merry Trade. 

n Eating They to Dancing fell, and Drinking ; 

ſoon they muſt the Reclꝰxing pay, not thinking, 1 
n, on a ſuddain, David in doth pour 4 
en upon them, like a J. huuder- Shom r. 


e. 


ave you obſerv'd in what a furious Way, 1 

an leaps upon his trembling Prey: 4 
the Amalekites the Hebrews flew, j ' 

cul Lyons fiercer; having in their View 1 
c Coptiv'd Wives and Children, and the Fire q j 
in Wnoaking Ziklagz to inflame-their Ire. Fo 
FOR! next Days Evening the Slaughter held. 
Earth with flain was cover'd Rivers ſwelPd | l 
Blood of A4malek, that thither ran. nl 

dire e them all there ſcaped not a Man, | 1 
„ twice two Hundred, who (perhaps, by Night) | a 


ated on Camel, ſav'd themſelves by Flight. 
During 
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During the time this bloody Work did laſt, 
The Captiv'd Dames, with Hands and Eyes ups, 
Implor'd the God of 1/racl to bleſs 
The Arms of their Deliverer with Succeſs. 
But when deſtroy*d they ſaw their Enemies, 
Their thankful Joy brake through their ſparklins H 
And, as ANDROMEDA, When, from her (| 
Releas't, ſhe ſaw the frighiful Monſter ſlain; 
So look't Ahinoam, ſo Abigail, 

When they their deareſt David ſaw prevall. 


The Slaughter over, and the Field now cla 
So that no living Enemy appear'd 
The Vifors, and their zew-reaeemed Dames 
(Thoſe Love, Theſe Love and Gratitude infla 
Together run, with nimble-footed Paces, Wen o 
And claſp each other, in moſt ſweet EmbracWrth « 
When they had paid the Debt long due to It 
The Hebrew C aptain did from thence remove Wi 
And toward Z/klag took again his way, 
With his recov'red Spoyl, and the rich Prey We to 


at of 


—  — 
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Amalek. To Beſor-Broak they bend, 1 San. 
ere his recruited Men did him attend. 
them, as to the reſt, he doth divide 
ir Share o th' Booty; and to Zzklag hy'd: 
m whence he, of the Spoyl, unto his Friends, 
l the Coaſts about, rich Preſents ſends. 


Ch 


CHAP IV. 


WO Days in Ziklag now had David ſtay'd, 2 1 
Viewing the Ruins which the Eire had made. 
; W moſt his Thoughts on Iſrabel's Camp did run, 
1flaWring the worſt; not knowing what was done: 
en on the Third, Lo, one with Running ſpent, 
acWrth on his Head, and all his Garments rent) 
Ire from the Camp, and falling at his Feet, 
ore, with good News, as he ſuppos'd, him greet, 


rey Ne told, how Iſrael from the Battle fled ; 
at of the Souldiers there lay many dead: 


That 
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2 Sam. That Saul, and Jonathan his Son, were {ldin, 


) aul 


At thoſe great Names, David could not refrainfffferce 
But forthwith ask't him, By what means he HN 
What he reported of Saul's Death was true. him 
He, hoping ſome Advantage would accrew, Wau! 
Conſes't that he, at his Requeſt, him flew: ſncw 
And to Confirm the Truth of what he ſaid, ger 


Sauls Crown and Bracelett at his Feet he laid ever 


r 7 


Is a \ 


As one that, ſtooping ſomething up to tak: 
Claps his unwary Hand upon a Snake, 
Doth, with the ſuddain Fright, firſt backward 
(His ſcared; Blood retiring to his Heart) 
Then, at a further Diſtance, trembling ſtand; 
With fainting Countenance, and Palſied Hand 
So ſtartled David at th* unlook't for Sight 
Of that which ſome would gaze on with Del 
The. Imperial. Crown; by which he ſurely kn F- 

That what the Fellow told him was too tri Dam 
Grief ſeiz'd his Spirit. He, with Garments "rh 
Together with his Men, for Saul did mourn. eleav 


Ur! 
zend 
tal 
 clof 
lus 


to. 
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iMercer Foe, than any Philiſtin. 
3 he mourn d, though Saul his Life had ſought, 
him into extreameſt Dangers brought. 


new the Kingdom unto him would fall. 
gen rous Minds, een with their Enemies, 
rerſe Fortunes can't but ſympathize. 

r Jonathan, as for an only Brother, 

ba Virgin for her conſtant Lover: 
1r{{ourned He. For *twixt them too had paſt 
jendſhip, that beyond the Grave muſt laſt. 
tal Friendſhip ! Never Two were twyn'd 


clus to Achilles was leſs dear. 
to Hercules not half fo near. 
Pylades did more Oreſtes love: 


Damon to his Pythias truer prove. 
nts Firithous more cloſe not IThæſens 
n. (cleave ; nor Niſus to Euryalus: 
5 Than 


ban he mourn'd, though Saul to him had been 2 gan. 


ul he mournd, though by the Death of Saal, 


cloſe ; They had Two Bodies; But One Mind” 


| 


25am. Than did to David Princely Jonathan, 
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From the bleſt Day their Friendſhip firſt begy 
There Souls were ſo commix't, that none could 
Which lov'd moſt truly; either lov'd ſo wel, 
Jonathan's Love to David ſtrongly ran: 
And David's flow'd as ſtrong to Jonathan. f 
So that, e en yet, we, in a Proverb. have it 
[Strong as the Loves of Jonathan and David.] 
*Twas for his Friend; for ſuch a Friend, as 
Neer had before: Twas for his Jonathan 
That David mourn'd. And who enough cauldn 
The Death, antimely Death, of ſuch an One. 


But, from Particalars, his Grief did call 

For Tears, for Iſrael in general. 

The Houſe of Iſrael was wounded deep. 
What J/ra'elite could hear it, and not weep! 
Not weep a Flood! The People of the Lord 
Are fallen by th? uncircumciſed's Sword. 
This. to his Sorrow ſet the Flood-gates ope: 
And to his melting Grief gave boundleſs Scopt 
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or would his ſizzle Sorrow ſerve the turn : 2855 
WM. hs Men together with him mourn. 
188; Death and Jonathan's he did not fail, 
oſt pathetick Language, to bewail : 

ſure, the ſtif ling Grief, that filld his Breaſt | 

fd el, could not be in Words expreſt. 


hen Sorrow now its force had ſomewhat ſſ pent, 
flowing Tears to Grief had given vent: 


Meſſenger, who did the Tidings bring, if | 
| ng Confeſt that He did kill the King; f 
„ ſelf- convicted, unto Death appointed, if 


lain; for having ſlain the Lord's Anointed. 1 


| MW Juſtice done, David from Zzjkag roſe, | 
xs Direction; and to Hebron goes. f j 

1 

| 
i} 
rd q * | 
| "| 
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Ca AT. . 


AIL! Noble Hero, Favourite of Heay 
& To whom a Royal Diadem is given 
Welcome to Hebron! Lo, thy People bring 
Their Preſents to their new-Eleted King, 


2 Sam. 
2. 


No ſooner was it known, that Jeſſe's Son 
Had Zklag left, and was to Hebron gone; 
But Juda/'s Nobles thither did reſort : 


And, with a ſplendid Train, did fill his Cour — 
Judah, the Tribe to which he did belong: © 1 
Judah, the Tribe of all the Tribes moſt ſtro 2 

| | Il tt 

The Men of Judah, as with one Conſent, _ 
From all their Cities unto Hebron went. ver 
They went, with Hearts full of Affection fu MW 


His ſafe Arrival to Congratulate, "WM 
el 


d, thither come, they David did inſtall 3 

g over Judah, in the room of Saul. 

e ſacred Oyl they on his Temples ſhed: 

d ſet th* Imperial Crown upon his Head. 
Court they make, and all the City, ring 

. joyful Acclamations to their King. 


arce were the Coronation- Triumphs oer; 1 
ce the new King his Diadem had wore: 
en he again mult draw his late-ſheath'd Sword. 


ere the Joys which human Things. afford. 
* Son of Saul's ſurviv'd his Father's Death, 2 Can. ö | 
Je Twenty Years of Age, nam'd Iþb-boſheth. © i 
+ | Abner took (Abner, the Generall g g 
the Forces that belong'd to Saul) * 
= Abner did to Mahanaaim bring; | | 
der the Houſe of Ire! made him King. f 1 
fri | Y. 
"Bus Iſrael and Judah were divided, ! 


{ either Party with their own King ſided. 
K 2 Hence 


-— SO TL A N * 
— > ** 0 — 2 2 . * ww ow ways * 


— * n * 
- — 4 o — 0 
4 3 . ” * 


hang Hence Civil Wars between the Tribes aroſe: 
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* 
And who were always Friends, are nom grown FM wo: 
They that were link'd by Nature, and by Grlithw 
Each other now, in Hoſtile Manner chaſe, Ina! 
The Sword devoureth Fleſh on either ſide ; Het 
And Hebrews Hands in Hebrews Blood are dy'1 Iſt, 


Long had theſe Civil Wars already laſted, 
And Iſrbel's Strength was thereby greatly wa 
{For weaker grew the Houſe of Saul, the long 
The War endur'd, and David's Houſe grew tron 
When awful Providence, by means unthoug] 
The War, and Faction, to a Period brought. 


To Rizpah, who had been SauPs Concubi 
"Twas thought that Abner did too muclx incl 
This IÞb-boſheth Reſenting with Diſdain, 
Charg'd Abner that with Rizpah he had lain 
High. ſtomach't Abzer, who could nothing bY 
That touch'd his Honour, ſuch Diſpleaſure to 
At this Reproach ; that he reſolv'd to bring 
All Hra'el over unto Judal's King. 
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would he in a Covert Manner go 2 Same 
work: but boldly told his Maſter fo. 

thwith to David Meſſengers he ſent 

make his Peace; and then in Perſon went 

Hebron: after he had firſt inclin'd 

 Iſra*elitiſh Princes to his Mind. 


\ 


1 


Jim David graciouſly Receiv'd, and made 


Moral Entertainment, while he ſtaid: | 
"FW then, in Peace diſmis't him, to effect N | | 
oF grand Affair, which Abner did project. f 
gþ | 
ot far from Hebron yet was Abner gone | 
n Joab entred (David's Siſter's Son) l 
bid on ſome Military Enterprize, 0 
9 


nel abſent been, againſt the Enemies, 
David's Men of War (for, over all 

ain. Uncle's Forces, he was Generall = 

 biþ having giv'n his Enemy the Foyl, 

- tolff juſt Returned, laden with the Spoyl. 
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When Joab heard, that Abner had been ther, 
Receiv'd, and ſent away again with Care: 
His Paſſion roſe ſo high, it made him fling 
Undatifal Reflections on his King. 

Zeal he pretended for his Prince's State. 

But underneath did lurk Revenge and Hate. 
For *twas not long before, at Gibeon-Fight, 
That Abner and his Men berng put to Flight 
Aſahel, Joab's Brother, him ſo hard 
Purſu'd, that Abner, ſtanding on his Guard, 
In's own Defence, and ſore againſt his Will, 


To fave himſelf, was forc'd the Youth to {ill, = 
His Brother's Blood, in Joab's Eye {till reeks, 

And he a Seaſon to | Revengo it ſeeks. = 

| ms 

He after Abner 2200 in David's Name, y Sy 
(Unknown to David to come back. He ca 


No ſooner come, but Joab, in the Gate 


(With feigned Kindneſs hiding ward Hate) 
As if he had ſome Secret to impart, 
Took him aſide, and ſtab'd him to the Heart 4 
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uus fell the valiant Abner, thus did die 
ve Commander, through baſe Treachery. 


v princely Joab did his Honour ftain 
h Abner's Noble Blood, ignobly lain. 


hen unto David's Ear the News was brought, 
he foul Murther, by his Nephew wrought, 
rd his Royal Heart; Apt Words he lack't - 
peak his juſt Abhorrence of the Fact: 

in unſtra ined Terms, himſelf he free'd 

being Conſcious of fo foul a Deed. 


, and my Kingdom, guiltleſs are, he faid, 
Abner's Blood: on Joab be it laid. 

| may it on his Houſe for ever reſt : 

y Sword or Famine Him and his infeſt. 

7 his Poſterity be never free 

m leprous Ulcer, or Infirmity. 


d 


en for the Funerall he Order gave, 


dll 
rept a Shom' r of Tears on Abner's Grave. 


K 4 ; Joab, 
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* Joab, to rend his Cloaths, he did Command, {Ww! 
And at the Grave, begirt with Sackcloth, ſtan Ta: 
After the Bie'r Himſelf in Mourning went: W 34 
And, in an Elegie, his Grief did vent. at, 
The People joyn: All over Abner weep: | th 


And, for his Death, a ſolemn Mourning keep tl 
— — LET Ther 

the 

rem 

N By 

88 OO late did Iſh-boſbeth his Error find, He 
2 In having alienated Abner's Mind elf 
From his Affairs: Too late did he repent | 46j: 

His haſty Raſhneſs, when he ſaw th' Event. did 
Twas not without good Cauſe, that Natuſ wo? 

A double Guard before the Tongue: and yet Off 
That nimble Member (it's too often found) ſſe un 

Nor Lips, nor Teeth can keep within its bounh wa 


But out it breaks. A few unwary Words e ha 
More Miſchief do, than twice ſo many Swords. I Vr 
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us inconſid'rate Son, *tis like, neer thought 200 
Taunt would that Effect, it did, have wrought. 
Martial Spirits no Afront can brook, 

it, on their Honour, like a Stain doth look. 

| therefore &en Kings themſelves had need, 

they their Subjects diſoblige, take heed. 


hen Fame had ſounded Abner's haſty Death l 
the Ears of drooping J1ſh-boſheth i 
ſrembling {eiz?d him, and his Spirits fail; | 
Hands grew Feeble, and his Face grew pale: 
d, He, though yet no Danger did appear, 
ſelf abandon'd to anmanly Fear. ö 
d abject Mind made ſome neglect him more, 
it. Þ did not over value him before. 


2 — — 


uf wo Sons of Rimmon (the Beerothite, 

yet Off-ſpring of the wily Gibeonite) 

ach under Iſb-boſheth, in ſome Command: 
dun was, I take it, Captain of a Band. 
e having, ſome how, Intimation got, 
. IfraePs Princes a Revolt did plot 
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-4 gan. And hoping to advance their Fortunes higher 
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With David, did againſt their Lord Conſpire. 


*F'was Summer, and the Weather ſultry hot 
The King into his Bed-Chamber was got : 
And, being both with Heat and Grief oppreſt, 
Had thrown himſelf upon his Bed, to reſt. 
Thither, at Noon, the two Aſſaſines came 
(Baanah one's, Rechab was th' other's Name.) 
Their Places give Admittance. In they go, 
And, through the well-known Ways, they paſs 
The Room, where Ib. boſbeth ſupinely lay 
Upon his Bed. Him on his Bed they ſlay. 
Then, from his bleeding Corps, his Head they ti 
And, through the Plain, witli Speed for Hebron m 


Arriv'd, to David forthwith they addreſs: 
And, in ſuch Terms as theſe, themſelves expre 
B-hold, Great Prince, the Head of T{h-boſheth, 
' The Son of Saul, thy Foe, who ſought thy Death: 
And with that Word, the mangled Head they ſhe 
A gaſtly Sight, all in gore-Blood imbru'd. 


— ̃ 
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sight ſtruck Horror in the Standers by: 2 


1 


lnlignation flam'd in David's Eye. 
aus d: then, with a Toze that made them quake; 
his Effect he to the Traytors ſpake. 


1 the Lord lives, who hath my Soul, ſaid he, | 

deemed out of all Adverſity ; 1 
en one to Ziklag came, and dings brought | 
Saul was dead (who, for his Tidings, thought, [ 
at my Hand, a good Reward ſhould gain) | 
aus'd him to be ſeized on, and ſlain. t 
wmuch more then, when Micted Men have ſhed _ 
Vehteons Perſon's Blood, wor his Bed, | 
bis own Houſe : Shall I not now require 


ta 
iu his Blood; and make your Death your Hire C 


us ſaid, at his Command, his ready Guard 
Treaſon, with the Traitors Death, reward. 


Þ 
pte 


h, Hands and Feet cut off, upon a Spear 

„F hang'd in publick, to make others fear. 

161 Juſtice done to Iſh-boſheth, his Head 

ner's Sepulcher was buried. 

The 
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- The Ifraelitiſh Elders, who before 


2 $M, 
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To David did incline ; do now much more. 

Their Way is open'd by th' untimely Death 
Of their own King, unhappy Ib boſbeth. 

To Hebron therefore they themſelves betake ; 
And to this purpoſe unto David ſpake. 


Behola, Great Prince, thy Bone and Fleſh are ii 
Aud een while Saul was Ring, yet Thou waſt |: 
That led'ſt us out, and brought'ſt us in again 
Be pleaſed therefore over us to Reign. 

For God hath ſaid, Thou ſhalt my People feed, 
And be a Captain over Ifra'el's Seed, 


Their Meſſage David, with Majeſtick Grad 
Recciv'd; and all the Elders did embrace. 
A ſolemn League before the Lord they make 
That He not Them, nor They ſhould Him for! 
Then forth the Conſecrated Oyl they bring, nd 1 
And over Iſrael Anoint him King. | Jona 
All Hearts are glad. Joy Reigns in ev'ry EN af 
Which Shouts, and publick Triumphs teſtify. Watt! 
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oſe Trumpet ſounds it into Foreign Courts. 
h 

hen the Solemnities were at an End, 

ch on the Coronation did attend, 

| all things ſettled; the twice Crowned King 
oyal Army to the Field did bring: 

rewith th* inſulting Jebuſites he beat; 

made Jeruſalem his Royal Seat. 

Philiſtins he ſmote, who were ſo bold, 

ome and Brave him, even in his Hold. 


mighty Hadadezer overthrew. 
Edomites he Tributary made. 
ra Syria, having ſmarted, was afraid. 
live Ammon he chaſtiz?d, and tam'd : 


ke 


fori 
nd yet not more for that, than for his Love, 


Jonathan, which did it {elf approve 
g after Jozathan, unhappy Prince, 


attle fell; not for his own Offence, 
But 


vocal Nimph the News to Fame reports, Ea 


Moabites he fully did ſubdue. "25m 


for his Proweſs, through the Eaſt was fam'd. 
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But for his Father's. Friendſhip that is brave 
Doth Death ſurvive; and lives beyond the Cra 


David, now having got a little reſt 
Bethinks him how his Love may be expreſt i 
To Jonathan, his dear deceaſed Friend, 

In his Poſterity : And, to that end, 

Asks, if there yet was any left at all, 
Deſcended of the Family of Saul, 

To whom he, for the ſake of Jonathan, 
Might Kindneſs ſhew. They call to Mind a 
Whoſe Name was Tiba: Him they ſeek and! ph 
To Court; and ftraitway he inform'd the A ln 
That Jonathan had yet a Son, by Name vor 
Mephiboſheth, who of his Feet was lame. hig! 
For he, poor Child, when Tidings came that 

And Jonathan were ſlain, receiv*d, a Fall 
Out of his Nurſes Arms; when, in the Fri: 
She ſought to ſave him by too haſty Flight. 
By which Diſaſter he, alas! became 

A Cripple all his Days ; of both Feet lame. 
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im David ſent for; and, with ſpecial Grace 2 Sam. 
eiving, did at his own Table place: 8 

ing him, He, for his Father's fake, 

e Care of him, as of his own, would take. 

n all his Grandfather's and Father's Lands 

boring to him: Tiba he commands 

ake the Charge thereof; the Land to Till, 

make the beſt of 't, to his utmoſt Skill: 

bring the Profits to his Maſter's Son; 

t he, in handſome Port, might live thereon, 


phiboſheth, with Kindneſs overcome, 

lame in Feet, was neither Rude, nor Dumb : 
both by Geſture, and Expreſſion, ſhew'd 
higheſt Marks of humble Gratitude. 
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2 HE higheſt Pitch of Honour now attai 
Had David, and the Sov'reign Power gai 
Thrice had the Conſecrating Oyl been ſhed, 
In ſolemn wiſe, on his Majeſtick Head. 
His Temples tinctur'd with a double Crown, 
The Houſe of Saul, his Rival, quite brought de 
His Enemies, of him, did ſtand in aw. 
And to his Neighbours round he gave the La 
His Arms brought Conqueſt home. His very N 
Struck Terror, where his Armies never came. 
Secure he fate, upon his awful Throne. 
By Others Fear'd: Beloved by his Ow. 
All things, to make him Happy, did conſpire. 
Nor lack'd he ought that Reaſon could deſir 


iu. 
bri. 


But how unſafe is Greatneſs! Ah, how nig! 
Unto Proſperity doth Danger ly ! 
Begu 


Bm DAYIDETS. 


Vice lies lurking ſtill at Pleaſare's Gate. 
dit lips (And hard it is, I doubt, 


tue doth inſenſibly deſtroy. 

brings forth Treble Grief for Single Joy. 
David found: and &re he was aware, 
caught, caught and held faſt in Pleaſure*s Snare. 


came to paſs, one Eve*ning, when the Heat 
ed was (which, in that Clime, was great) 
David, from his easful Bed, aroſe ; 

to the airy Roof of's Palace goes. 

e walking to and fro, his wandring Eye 

ed Woman, Bathing, did eſpy. 


it attractive Object ſill to look: 
ever had he ſeen fo rare a Creature, 
hape, Complection, and for lovely Feature. 
iant Beauty fate upon her Face. 
ov'd her Body with a moving Grace. 


ns Upon 


ling Pleaſures do on Greatneſs wait. 15 


re Pleaſures have free Courſe, to keep it out) 


e Sight ſurpriz d him. Yet he Pleaſure took, 


X 250. Upon her Shoulders hung, in Curls, her Hair, 
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0\ 
As well in Colour, as Proportion, fair. 
All Parts were taking. But I cover thoſe, ma 
Which her diſrobed Poſture did diſcloſe. * 
hin 

The Sight ſet David's Nature all on Fire: 4 
His Breaſt inflaming with zndue Deſire. | th 
He Look't and Burnt : He Burnt and Look't ad 
Nor Power had from Looking to refrain. kt 
His Eyes betray'd his Heart. Now yeild he = N 


Gag: a Captive to unruly oy | br 
| | the 
Ah! How unſafe it is to let the Eye 

Into the Privacies of Women Pry! ow 


How dangerous to let the Devil catch ho 
The Mind a Roving, from its inward Watch fac 
David was guarded ftrong enough, no doubt, as 
To hinder any Miſcbief from without. the 
But he that will ſecured be from Sin, E 
Muſt keep a ftrid, and conſtant Guard withiz. Wy w 

ve 
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„No all his Thoughts poor David doth imploy, 2 Sam. | 


Party how to find, and to enjoy. 

makes Inquiry ; and doth quickly find 

that knew both the Woman, and his Mind, 
him he underſtood, The Beauteo'us Dame 

e: Anmiel's Daughter: Bath-ſheba her Name. 
| that ſhe was the brave Uriah's Wife, 

M4 lov'd her far above his Life.) 

known, the King, impatient of Delay: 

es Meſſengers: The Woman they betray, 

| bring her to him. She by him Conceives. 

then, returning home, the Palace leaves. 


ow Miſerable is that Princes State, 

hom a Pack of Paraſites do wait ! 

itch fad is his Condition who muſt Truſt 

0ubiÞ, as will Pandar to his lawleſs Luſt 

they, whom David ſent the Dame to bring, 
| worthy of a Place about a King; 

. would have run the hazard of his Blame, 
ve their Maſter from fo foul a Shame. 
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1 They would have repreſented to his View 7 


That 0470's Evil in its proper Hew. ich 
They would have try d all Means; have ſtrove t 
And, rather than have acted, 4diſobeyd. Oo of 
But ah! ſuch faithful Courtie'rs are as rare, 
As in the Streams black Swans; white Crows in 
me 
No Help from his had David. They he {iſ * 
Were in ſo bad a Work, too diligent. ſe | 
He ſpake the Word, they ran; their Errand t ah 
Prevail, the Woman bring; by her he fell. 
He fell, who had ſuch high Attainments knowifſ* ® 
To whom ſuch ſpecial Favours God had ſhow” i 
He who ſo late before the Ark did Dance, 
Now could not ſtand againſt a Woman's Gli 
Surpriz'd by a Temptation, down he fell; 
Who the Sweet Singer was of Iſrael. 
He, from the holy Path, aſide did ſtart; 
Who, once, a Man was after God's own He 


Ah! Who can hope, when ſuch Men fall, tof 
Without an eminent Supporting Hand! 
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Life's a War. Temptations all aſſail: 

d, without ſtrong Reſiſtance, will prevail. 

t Kings, we ſee, can ſtand ; however good 
ey are, when once they yeild to Fleſh and Blood. 


* er fair Bath-ſheba had been at home 
which ſhe was not apt to be beguild) 

re her Aſſurance, That ſhe was with Child. 
thwith ſhe private Notice thereof ſent 
David; publick Scandal to prevent. 

s put poor David to his Shifts, to find 

he the Husband, and the World might blind. 


{en 
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me long enough to know ; Her fruitful Womb 
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CHAP. VII. 


RIA, all this while, from home had bf 
Seeking, immortal Fame, by Arms to wi 
Him David ſtraitway ſent for home, that be 
A Cloke to their Adultery might be : 
Not minding that he needs muſt come too lt 
To cover a Great Es of that n 


No ha 3 Uriah did receive 
The King's Command: but forthwith, taking |: 
Of Joab, to the Court his Courſe he bent; 
And to his Sov”reign did himſelf preſent. 


The Ning enquires: Uriah doth relate xt 7 
Both Joab's Welfare, and the Armie's State. I hi 
for 


When he had made an End, and Night came v 
The King (who ſtood on Thorns to have him . 


Dill 
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nilt him; and advis'd him haſt to make 
n to his Houſe : and there Refreſhment take. 


rom the King's Preſence forth Uriah went: 
1 after him a Royal Meſs was ſent; 

bee King concluding he would home repair, 
viſſſelf to ſolace with his (faulty) Fair. 
he 
o farther went Uriah, than the Gate 

he King's Houſe,where the King's Servants Wait. 
h whom, his old Acquaintance, he conſerts; 

| unto them the War's Succeſs reports. 

en Bed-time came, amongſt the Guards he kept, 


, Soldier-like, in the Gaard- Chamber ſlept. 


roubled was David, when he heard, by ſome, 
xt Morn, Uriah had not been at home. 
hiding, what he could, his Diſcontent, 

tor Uriah, to his Preſence, ſent: 

| with. a ſeeming Pity, when le came, 

n, in ſuch Words as theſe, did gently blame. 


L 4 What 
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CHAP. VIII. 

RIA, all this while, from home had be Ki 

Seeking, immortal Fame, by Arms to vihhnſel 

Him David ſtraitway ſent for home, that be 
A Clote to their Adultery might be: 

Not minding that he needs muſt come too lar 

To cover a Great Bely of that date. 


af 


No ſooner good Uriah-did receive 
The King's Command: but forthwith, taking | 
Of Joab, to the Court his Courſe he bent; 
And to his Sov'reign did himſelf preſent. 

The Xing enquires: Uriah doth relate 
Both Joab's Welfare, and the Armie's State. 
| for 
When he had made an End, and Night came v 


The King (who ſtood on Thorns to have him n 
Dil 


DR III. 


nilt him; and advisd bim haſt to make 
n to his Houſe: and there 'Refreſhment take. 


K 


11. 


rom the King's Preſence forth Uriah went: 
d after him a Royal Meſs was ſent; 

1 bale King concluding he would home repair, 
viſſſelf to ſolace with his Is Faire 

he 
No farther went Uriah, than the Gate 

lathe King 's Houſe,where the King's Servants wait. 
h whom, his old Acquaintance, he conſerts; 

| unto-them the War's Succeſs reports. 

en Bed-time came, amongſt the Guards he kept, 
g, Soldier-like, in the Guard. Chamber ſlept. 


Troubled was David, when he heard, by ſome, 
kt Morn, Uriah had not been at home. 
hiding, what he could, his Diſcantent, 


amel with. a ſeeming Pity, when he came, 
im oF, in ſuch Words as theſe, did gent) blame. 
Dil 1 « What 
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tor Uriah, to his Preſence, ſen t: 
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© What was the Matter, over. hardy Knight, Wrhu 
© Thou went notdown unto thy Houſe laſt NigWror 
© Came'ſt thou not from thy Journey, tyr'd & ſpeiſſ; h: 
£ Why art thou of thy (elf fo negligent ? 
I thought thou might'ſt have born a Bed leſs hy 
Than are the Matted Benches of my Guard, 
Therefore I ſent thee home, to take thy Ref 
© Where I ſuppos'd, thou might'ſt enjoy it be 
© Hereafter of thy ſelf more Careful be. 
Thou know ſt not what thy Loſs would be to 


at c 
r GC 


at I 


Vhe 
pla 


With humble Thanks, Uriah thus reply d. 
I and Judah, with the Ark abide 
In Tents: Lord Joab lyeth, with his Men, 
In open Fields encamped. Shall I then 
Go to my Houſe to Eat, and Merry make, Wken 
And Pleaſure in my Wife's Embraces take! 
The Lord forbid! As lives thy Soul, O King 
I will not be perſwaded to this thing. 
I ſhun whatever Courage would abate. 
Soft Pleaſures do the Mind Effeminato. 
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t, Mſhus ſpake Uriah. And let none ſuppoſe 2 Sam. 


11. 


lioMerop't by Chance; Or from a Soldier roſe: 
peilt beedfulhy obſerve it, with an Eye, 
at can through Words, a Providence deſcry. 
ha God was Hedging David's Way about; 
d. Wit David's Guilt might, to his Shame, break out. 


hen David had Urial's Anſwer weigh'd, 
plainly ſaw, unleſs he were berray'd, 

never ſhould by him effect the End, 

which he for Him, from the Camp, did ſend. 
w Meaſures therefore David now doth take. 
trives how he Uriah Drunk may make. 

ks on him with a more familiar Face; 

| now receives him into ſpecial Grace. 

kems he in Uriah to delight, 

if he were the ozly Favourite. ; 
 feigned Kindneſs quickly grew ſo great, 

t now Uriah muſt with David Eat. 

makes him Drink, and Drink, and Drink again; 
h with rich Wines, he opercharg*d his Brain. 


Thus 


to 
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Mo Thus Sin to Sin, thus Guilt he adds to Gail. 
Nor ſtops, until Lriab's Blood be ſpilt. 
Thus the alom'd Commiſſion of a Sin, 

Not ſeldom ſerves to let another in. _ 


Uriah now is Drunk ;, the grapy Juyce MW 
Hath of his Reaſon robb'd him of the Uſe. 
With /prightlyW inc inflam d, WhO would havetho 

But he, his Wife's Embraces would have ſougb 
Yet neither Drunb, nor Sober, could he be 
Perſwaded, either Houſe, -or Wife, to ſee. 
But with the Guards at Night again he lay; 
And fnoring ſlept his Drunkenneſs away. 


The King now hopeleſs, and enrag'd to thi 
That neither by his Flattery, nor Drink 
He could his End obtain; and harder grown 

( For Sin, repeated, hardens any one) 


hit 
: Jo, 
Reſolves, at laſt, a deſ}rate Courſe to try: Iman 

And Marther joyn unto Adultery. hou 


No way, to fave his Honour, did remain, I wh 
He thought, unleſs he got Uriah ſlain. 


III. I 


ſince he found that, not by any Wile, 

he Reſolvꝰd Uriah could beguile: 

zw that, if he ſuffer d him to live, 

ever would the Ixjury forgive: 

if not ſeek Revenge, at leaſt proclame 

Wrong he ſuff red; and his Prince's Shame. 

e. reaſonꝰd David: on this Policy 

hol king concludes, Uriah needs muſt dy. 

1oiMthat had ſuff red too much Wrong before, 
that diſcov'red be, muſt ſuffer more. © 

's guiltleſs Blood muſt now be ſpilt, 

ake a Covering for David's Galt. 


1 


himſelf; of divine Grace bereft ! 

will | | 

Joab, David doth a Letter write, 

manding him that, in the hotteſt Fight, 
nould Uriah, in the Fore-front, place: 

„ when he is Engag d, Retire a- pace; 


Leaving 


0h | The Gailt of guiltleſs Blood, thus ſhed, 
fall, with trebled Weight, on David's Head. 
What is Man, the beſt of Men, when left 


172 
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Leaving him ſingle in the open Plain, Wir 


That, by the Enemy, he may be ſlain. not 


The Letter, which contaird this dire Comn 
Is ſent to Joab, by Uriah's Hand. 


Uriah, void of Jealouſy and Fear, =_ 7s 
The fatal Letter doth to Joab bear. on 
Of his own Death the Izſtrument He's made. M 
How eafily is Innocence betrayd! ne 1 
So went Bellerophon : whoſe milder Fate Wa 


Did unto him prove more propitiate. Gos 


When Joab underſtood his Maſter's Mind, 
He to Uriah ſuch a Place aſſign'd, 6 
Where, by Experience, he before had found 
Were valiant Men, that would defend their Gr 
Then falling back, there leſt him to maintain | 0 
The Fight alone: So was Uriah ſlain. E 

. „ er 7 mor 

Thus the brave Hittite, by a Plot fore - laiſ oy. 
Lalia'ntly Fighting, baſely was betray'd. re þ 
WII 
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firſt, perhaps, that ever loſt his Life, 280 
not Embracing his moſt beauteo'us Wife. : 


nn ith ſpeed Urials Death 1s ſignify'd 
P-wid, who his Foy could hardly hide. 
Vs Widow, when ſhe heard the News, 
on the Mourning Weeds that Widows uſe, 
Mourn'd the time. Then David took the Dame 
ne to his Houſe : And ſhe his Wife became. 
was it long before ſhe bore a Sov. 

God was ſore diſpleasd with what was done. 


de. 
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nd, 


Gn 
ain | OW all was whit and ſtill. Uriah Dead. 
His Wife tranſlated to King David's Bed. 

more by ſtealth : but now with open Face , 

joyful King doth Bath. ſbeba embrace. 

re his Courtie'rs doth her Court, and Kits; 

without Bluſhing, dares to call her his. 
Urial's 
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Uriab's Blood tl Adul?ry out did blot. t, © 
And how that Blood was ſhed, is now forgot. Re 
Diſſolv'd in melting Pleaſures David lies, 
And from th' Avenger, in himſelf, he flies. Hb' i 
Remorſe was loſt. Hardneſs was entred in, by 
Senſual Delights had drowwd the Senſe of Sin, h. 
But David's God (the God who David chi 
And David lov'd) would not his David loſe. Io 
For though a ſtrong Temptation had prevaild,MWe v 
And David, ſway'd thereby, had groſly fail e R 
Yet he, who Hearts doth ſearch, and Reins doth 
Saw yet in David a Sincerity. 
His Prophet therefore God did ſend, to rouze 
The Stupid King, from his Lethargick Drowz 


O boundleſs Goodneſs! O unmeaſur'd Lo let 
Which did the Bowels of the Father move r, : 
Towards his Erring Child. He condeſcends:MWow 
And the firſt Motion makes, for being Friend Fe 
Th' Offended uſes Means, to raiſe a Senſe ſat, 
In the Offender, of his foul Offence : be! 
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x WM Reconciliation thence may flow. 


hl inſpired Prophet, thus to David ſent ; 
by a harmleſs Wile, him Circutnvent : 
. having in a Parable him caught, 
King to be his own Condemner brought. 


Two Men, ſaid he, did in one City dwell : 
te very Poor; tl other in Wealth did ſwell. 
eRich, of Flocks and Herds, had countleſs Store. 
he Poor Man had, in all the World, no more 


d choicely, with his Children, nouriſhed. 
his own Cup it drank : and for its Meat, 
 grudg?*d it not the ſame himſelf did Eat. 
let it in his Boſom ly at Night: 

r, as a Daughter, twas his chief Delight. 
nds Wow when a Stranger to the Rich Man came 


OV 


jena Feaſt ; the Rich Man was ſo void of Shame: 


„ 
4 


it, ſparing all his own, he took and dreſt 
be Poor Man's Lamb, to Entertain his Gueſt. | 


t, on Repentance, he may Mercy ſhow ; 25. 


t one ſmall Ex- Lamb; which he bought, & fed; 
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That he this Sentence on himſelf did paſs. 
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With ſtrict Attention did King David hear Mud; 
The Prophet out. Then made it ſoon appear i 
How quick his Senſe was of the Poor Man's Win. 
And what did to th' oppreſſing Rich belong, 
Againſt the Man his hot Diſpleaſure brake, 
And to the Prophet, Nathaz, thus he ſpake. 


As lives the Lord, Let him be ne'er ſo lig 
The Man, that this hath done, ſhall ſurely i 
« Nay, Death ſhall not ſuffice : but furthermo 
He four times over {hall the Lamb reſtore: 
© Becauſe that, having Plenty of his own, 

« He did this thing, and hath 20 Pity ſhown, 
So ſpake the King. But little thought, alas' 


How partial is the Nature of Mankind ! 
Qaick-ſighted at another's Fault: but blind 
Unto our Own! Our ſelves how apt to pariſh... 
But unto Others how Severe we are! ell f 
He that could, with an over-haſty Breath, and 
For a leſs Fault, pronounce another's Death ; ty 


new 


ud juſt before abuſe his N eighbour's Wife; 0 Sam, F 
Him, without Remorſe, deprive of Life. I 


lo ſooner did the heavy Sentence drop 

n David's Lips; but Nathan in did chop 

n him: and No longer hide I can, 

| he, my Meſſage from thee; Ihou'rt the Man. 


Mow great was, at that Word, the King's Surprize; 
"ht have been ſeen in his dejected Eyes. 
aunſcious Blood into his Face did Fuſb, 
brought upon his Cheeks a ſcarlet Bluſh : 
ch laſted not, but in a while did fail; 

was ſucceeded by a fainty Pale. 

F the guiltleſs Blood he lately fpilt, 

thither flow'd, to Evidence his Gailt. 

then Retiring, back again had fled, . 

bew the ſtained Ground, where it was ſhed. 
eat Diſorder in his Face appear'd ; 

ell from what he feli, as what he fear'd. 


are 


| ands, like one that hath the Palſy, ſhook : ' 
| rembling Knees againſt each other ſtrook. _ 
0 | tt £1 
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2 Sem. Silent he fate; his Spirit almoſt gone: 
While the inſpired * thus went on. 


Thus faith the Lord, the God of Iſrael 
© (who in moſt awful Majeſty doth dwell) e\ 
I over J/rael Thee appointed King; Koga 
© And out of all thy Troubles did thee bring, Thot 
Out of the Hand of Saul I did thee fave: ut! 
© And unto Thee thy Maſter's Houſe I gave. Nor ! 
© Into thine Arms thy Maſter's Wives I caſt ;Þefor 
© And to thee Hrael made, and Judah, faſt. 
And if all this had been too ſmall a Store, This 
I would have added ſuch and ſuch things mh © 
V hy then didſt thou the Lord's Command defence 
Jo do the thing that's Evil in his Eyes? ] fou 
© Uriah Thou, with Ammon's Sword, haſt {laiff} fete 
And with his Wife, as with thine own, haſt f 
© Now: therefore, never ſhall thy Houſe be quit 
From Sword: becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed meſ ue 
(Who, from the Sheepcote, Set thee on the Tel 
And took Uriah's Wife to be thine own. PI 


* 
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Thus faith the Lord, Behold, Dll Evil raiſe, 
hut of thy Houſe, againſt thee, divers ways. 
Thy Wives, before thine Eyes, Pl! from thee take; 
ind let thy Neighbour Strumpets of them make. 1 
e with thy Wives, in open View, ſhall ly: - 
legardleſs who looks on, or who ſtands by. 
hou ſecretly haſt wrought, and in the dark : 

ut T will on thee ſet a pablick Mark. 


. or I will cauſe this Juſtice to be done 
it Pefore all reel, and before the Sun. 
b 


This ſaid, the . ſtopt. The wounded King 

ho of his Guilt now felt the piercing Sting) 

defence had none to make: No Art did uſe, 

> I foul Offence to pallia te, or excuſe. 
lui fetching, from his very i»moft Part, 5 1 

aft Nou Groan, which ſeem'd to ren his Heart ; 7 

quivering Lips let fall this mournful Word, 
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ww But that his melting Eyes a plenteo? us Show's Th 
Of Tears, n 155 Cheeks and Beard did pour, 
1 1111 | t w 
“Short the — was. Yet that it low'd D. 
From a true Penitent; the Accent ſhow'd. $ C's 
It reaclꝰt the Prophet's Heart, and gain'd Belicp 
Of the Sincerity of David's Grief. dC 
For God Repemtunce,” if it be ſincere, | 


Accepts,” though ort, in Words, it doth appe 


. 
1 


Such David's was: yet was it not in vain. 
The gladded Prophet alters now his Strain; 
And, with an Healing Word, doth thus begin 
© The Lord hath alſo put away thy Sin; 

* Thou ſhalt not dy. O, Who would be ſo ba 
To Sin againſt ſuch undeſerved Grace 
How beit (Thus the Prophet did proceed) 

© Becauſe: thou great Occaſion, by this Deed, M0 hi 
Haſt given Wicked Men, the Lord to ſcorn; N, 
The Baſtard-Ckild, which unto thee is born, 
Shall ſurely dy. His Word Was verefyd: ge 
-For, on the ſeventh Day, the Irfan; dy'd. ad w 
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d left the Ring; and to his Houſe was gone. 
t what he, from the Lord, had to him ſaid, 
David's Heart a deep Impreſſion made. 

s Conſcience,. which before did flamb'ring ly, 

w, throughly. wake' ned, in his Face did y, 
| Charg'd him home. He felt the Mounds within, 
ich, on his bleeding Heart, were made by Sin. 
all © | 5 Shu 
ih! Who his grinding Sorrows can Expreſs! 
ſpeak the Hundredth Part of his Diſtreſs! 
 zalling Grief, his pity-moving Moans, 
 deep-fetch't Sighs, and his Heart-rending Groans! 
nſelf, we find, could not deliver theſe, 
a{;W'lout the help of great Hyerboles. 


l, 


in: 


low earneſt Was he! With what Fervenq, 

ed, to his God, did He for Pardon cry! 

rn; Ne Mercy on me, O my God, he cry'd: 
ornnd from ny Sins thy Face, not from me, hide. 


d waſh me throughly, from al Guilt, within. 


The Prophet now, his Meſlage fully done, 2 Same 
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1 Create 
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* © Create in me a Clean Heart, and Rexew 

Within me, Lord, a Spirit Right and True. 
O from thy Preſence caſt me not away: 
Nor take thy Spirit from me, Lord, I pray, * 
With thy free Spirit me Uphold. Reſtore 
© The Joy of thy Salvation, as before. 


4 


Such moving Supplications Day and Night, 
Did He pour forth ; which I nor can recite, 
2 need: for he hath couch't them in ſuch V 

As my ſhort-winded Muſe cannot Rehearſe. 
Suffice it therefore, that the Reader know, 
He did not Pray in vain: but Prayed ſo, 


That He not only Pardon did obtain; mi 
But his Joſt Favour did with God regain. Dar- 
God grant, whoever ſins like him, may be did 


As true a, contrite Penitent, as He. at he 


The End of the THIXD Book 
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HO thę ſharp ſentence, which, in toogreat haſt, 2 g. 
Tb unwitting King upon himſelf had plac'd, *' 

; mitigated, by the Clemency 

David's God ; that David might not Dy : 

did the Prophet, in God's Name, declare, 

it he would Evil againſt him prepare J 

ch ſhould in his own Family ariſe, 


| on him bring the ſoreſt Exerciſe. 
K. 4 . 
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By which poor David was to be diſtreſt. 


Sometimes the Strobe doth at a Diſtance ftand: 


David's Third Son; ſo noted for his Hair. 
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This was the Doom, though moreat large exp 


Which (though protratted, yet) would certain bali 
For who can Alter a Divine Decree? 
Judgments denounc'd may linger : But, at lengt 
They fall more heavy, and with greater ſtrengtiiif 


Yet that which brings it on is near at hand. 
So, in this Caſe, ſome Years did Intervene, 
Betwixt the Sentence, and the Tragick Scene. 
Yet that which led thereto did cloſely Lurk , 
And, in ſhort time, did thus WG: on the Wali Fa 


Of all the many Sons which David had, 
Amnon che Eldeſt was; a topping. Lad: 
Who of the Jezreclite Ahinoam, 

Was born, oon after ſhe to Hebron came. 

A Daughter alſo David had, whoſe Name 
Was Tamar; a moſt beautiful young Dame. 
Siſter ſhe was to Abſalom the Fair, 
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N 


nn this HalF-Siſter-Princes, Ammon caſt 254th 

ranton Eye. Affection grew ſo faſt f 
Mon him, that, not daring to diſcover, 

Shame, or Fear, what an anlamful Lover 
was; He Pin d away, his Cheeks grew pale, 
Heſh did waſt, His Strength began to fail. 

d: fer Paſſion, in his Boſom pent, 

. mard burn; for want of Outward vent. 


Friend he had, who unto him was near 
kin; a Friend peculiarly dear: 

; Father's Brother's Son, nam'd Jonadab, 
ckſighted „ and too wiſe to be a Blab. 


e, well obſerving how, from Day to Day, 
Princely Kinſman Pin'd, and fell away: 
which ſince he no outward Cauſe could find, 
cluded ſomething did afflict his Mind. 
terefore, a proper Seaſon having got, 

put the Queſtion cloſe : Asking him, what 
as, that on his Nature did prevail, 


% 


as to make his Countenance look pale, 


And 
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my And Fleſh decay. Begging him not to hide 
Ougnt from his Friend; in whom he might con 


Prince Amnon, by his Friend thus cloſely pref 
His Love, though not without a Bluſh, confeſt 
The Princes Tamar tis, ſaid he, L Love. 
Oh, that my Love ſhould fo Eccentrict move 
I love my own Half-Siſter, who did Spring 
From the ſame Root, as I my ſelf; the King, 
J love, Ah me! I love: Yet love in vain; 
Hopeleſs the Object of my Love to gain. 
This is my Caſe. The Heat of my Deſire 
Conſumes my Nature: ſets me all on Fire. 


5 2 
When Jonadab (than whom no Man alive 


Knew better how a iſchief to contrive) 

Had heard the Caſe; He ſoon diſcov'red wha a 

Would Amor pleaſe: And thus he laid the Pla. ® 
| Sn | gt 
Go, Take thy Bed, faid he, and (for a T Kir 

Put on thy Night- Cap. Feign that thou art f. 5 


he! 
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when thy Father comes to ſee thee, fay 19. 


leave, I pray, my Siſter Tamar may 
eto me; and before me dreſs ſome Meat : 
t, ſeeing it done, I at her Hand may Eat. 


e went no further. For, he knew, the Prince 
quick enough, to underſtand his Senſe. 

if he could but draw the Long'd for Dame 

in his reach, knew ho to Quench his Flame, 


won, the Councel liking, forthwith took 
Bed upon it ; and, with puling Look, 
mbled Sickneſs. Quickly the Report 
lunon's Illneſs reach'd the royal Court, 


he King, in haſt, to Amor doth repair, 
Son to viſit, and the Kingdom's Heir. 125 
t gave fair room for Amnon to requeſt, 
ight Eat ſomething by his Siſter dreſt. 
: 7 King conſents: and doth his Mind declare, 
* t Tamar ſhould to Amnor's Houſe repair; 


Plot 


And 
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8 And there, by his direction, dreſs ſuch meat 
For him, as he, poor Heart! could like to eat. 


The Princeſs Tamar did no ſooner hear 
Her Father's Meſſage, but, with filial Fear, 
And nimble ſteps, ſhe to her Brother hies, 
Who, on his Bed, diflembling Sickneſs, lies. 
She askt him How he did: And did bemoan 
His danger. But more juſtly might her own. 
The courteous Mien, freſh Beauty of the Da 

Did more and more the Lecher's Luſt inflan 
She ask't him what, He'd pleaſe to have her 
For him to Eat: He pitcl'd upon a Cake. 

She to the work addreſt her ſelf with haſt ; 
Temp'red the Hour, and wrought it into Pa 
Her Milk-white Hands, and ſlender Fingers fi 

I The pliant Paſt, till it a Cake became. 
Then having Bake'd. it alſo at his Fire 
(Each Turn and Motion hight'ning his delir 
She brought it to him. But he pur it by. 
His Room was overfill'd with Company. 


t Norder given that it Clear'd ſhould be, 
at. none left in it, but Himſelf and ſhe: 
hen requeſted, that {he would draw near, 
bring the Meſs. She did fo, without Fear. 
when, alas! within his Reach ſhe came, 

iid faſt hold upon the lovely Dame: 

taking her about the Neck, he Kiſt her; 
bluntly ſa id, Come, Ly with me, my Siſter. 


priz?d, the Damſel zrembled ; and would fain 
am from him got: She ſtrove, but ſtrove in vain; 
eld her faſt. She then began to plead ; 
for her Honour, thus did Intercede. 


Dh; Force me not, my Brother! I intreat 
Wee to conſider, that the Sin is great. 

at, in it ſelf: Greater, in thee to me ; 

nearly Link't by Conſanguinity. 

bear, I pray, Forbear : Thy Luft reſtrain. 
Honour, Mine, our Father's, do not tain 
ch ſuch an Infamy. Thou know'ſt full well, 
ſuch thing may be born in 1/rael. 


leſin 


4 
— 


0 Should'ſt 


o 
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25m © Should'ſt thou Defile me: Where could I a ; 
Where find an Hole? my ſhamed Head to ip; 


Thou too, who Heir art to our Father's C:M- 
Born to the Kingdom, Bred in High Ren... 
Thy Father's Darling, and the Peoples Jo * 
* What will become of thee, if thou Deſtroy, x 
© Their Hopes, by perpetrating ſuch a Cri Mt 
As this? Well might thou thenceforth Curſe ti co 
< Thou cer ſaw'ſt Tamar: For Thou then (a 
© But as a Fool in Iſrael would'ſt be. 
© Regard thine Honour, Mine, our Family: 
© And rob me not of my Virginity. 
© Force me not, Brother, Force me not : But rat 
Ask me in Marriage of our Royal Father, 
He to beſtow me on thee will not fail. 

O let my Pra rs and Tears with thee * | 


n dure 


t Pe 
{ btl * 


* f. 
likes 
* 


this, 


This aid, ſhe, wich her Tears, bedew'd hi In; 
But He, whom Luft had quite bereft of Gra 
Her molt inportune Prayers would not hear: In L. 
But to her Supplications ſtopt his Ear : lis! 
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al 
) 


Princely Dame; reſiſting, to her Pow'r. 


eat is the Diff rence betwixt lawful Love, 
lawleſs Luſt. That doth it {ſelf approve, 
Effects, to be indeed Divine; 

wing a Celeſtial Origine. 

Y Conſtant is; and by Injoyment grows 
Stronger ; which its Ianate Vertue ſhows. 


t Pother, (which is miſcalPd Love, and muſt 
fly nam'd, be called filrhy Luſt) * 

ſenſual Concupiſcence doth flow: 

b ſhews its Parentage is from below. - 

likes to take a Taſt of ev*ry one. 

with AU: but Conſtant be to none. 

this, how Hot ſoever it doth burn: 
Injoyment, can to Hatred turn. 


d his 
Gra 
IC : 


h Love was Amnor's: whoſe uncurt'd Deſire, 
has Siſter, ſer him all on Fire. 


being ſtronger, did by Force deflow'r 2 Sem. 


He 
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Tun He Burn'd, He Flam*d, Conſum'd, & needs would] pre 


Unleſs he might. with his on Siſter Ly. ere 
Yet, when he once his bratiſh. End had gaind 
And, by a Rape, his Siſter's Honour Rain'd: 
He, in a moment, chang'd his amo rous Theam 
And flew as high in th' oppoſite Extream. 
He, who but now was over Hot and Bold, 
Is now become to Her . exceeding Cold. : 
He, .that in nothing elſe could take Delight, 
But her fair Face; Now loaths and ſbuns the Sig 
She, who before his 'Heart did Captivate; 
Is nom become the Object of his Hate. 

He Hates her now. He Hates her now much 
With perfect Hatred, than he Lov'd before. 
He Hates her fo, He can't her Preſence bear 3885 
But every Hour ſhe ſtays He thinks a Year. 
That nothing might, to ſhew his Hate, be lac kl 
He rudely bids Her, Up; Away, be Packing 


e ta 
re ſh 


This ſurly Carriage added to the Grief 
She had before, Nor knew ſhe where Relic. 


Opt |; 


bor 


dl oreſt, to find. She told him, On her part, 


p 
k 


|. Mater Diſpleaſure on him from the King. 
m on been 

e the deaf Ear, to all ſhe ſaid, did turn; 

| Charliſhly did at her Counſel ſpurn. 

n Call'd his Man, and ftermly Bid him Put 
„Woman out: and faſt the Door to ſhut. 

jo! did ſo, She, poor Princeſs, did Lament 
double Injury. Forthwith ſhe Rent 

royal: Robe (of divers Colours made, 
which Kings Virgin-Daughters were Array'd) 
lovely Treſſes of her well-ſet Hair, 

trembling Fingers, through deep Sorrow, tare, 
. putting Aſbes on her Head, ſhe-laid - 

4 Hand thereon, and mournful Accents made ; 
eta her Brother A4b/alows ſhe went, 


re =, r _—_— OO *r Caſe lament. 


1 


cal 


ting 


W as „ ee the' ravi er. Dame 
ce (well knowing alſo whence ſhe came) 


(lie 
Op 


ere was no Cauſe He thus ſhould break her Heart. 
bad him to weigh, whether this would not bring 
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Therefore he wiſh't his Siſter to conceal 
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WOK 
400 He ſtrait ſuſpecting what had her befell ; * 
Beg'd of her, that ſhe would not tick to tell bs 


Him, how *twas with her: Whether Amnon had 
Abus'd her; and from thence ſhe was ſo ſad. 
She bluſhing, rather to Acknowledge.choſe 
Her Wrong by Looks ; than Shame by Words diſcl 
He underſtood Her. And Conſidering, 
How Dear Prince Amnon was unto: the King; 
How High, in Favour of the Court and Town, 
He ſtood, as Mir apparent to the Crown: 
Concluded in himſelf, twould be but vain 
To Hope for Jaftice, If ihe ſhould Complain, 


put. 


„ ü 


The wrong ſuſtained, until He could deal 
With Amnom for it. She fubmits to wait; 
And liv'd with him: but much 9 
W. 
His 
2 


Abſalow 8 Guess: was teh, that W be ; 
For Tamar, of Prince Amnon to. Complain 
Vnto the King: for, though he very wroth 
Is ſaid to be; yet was he no leſs loth | 

5 1 808. | ons 54 non. 
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; ay on Amnon Puniſhment or Shame. 


ut Abſalom did bear the thing in mind; 
|, in due time to be Reveng'd, deſign'd. 

in his Heart, He could not chooſe but Hate 
Man, that durſt his Siſter Vielate, 

Near, or High ſoever. Such a Stain 

"WY hardly be got out, till he is Slain 

t gave it. Therefore Ahſalam is et 

1 to Kill, when he fit time can get. | 


of 


C 


in. 


car. = 


His yearly Courſe, throughout the Rates, un 
. a ſeaſon fit could find, 
e the Vengeance he delign'd = 
wor, for the Wiekedneſs he wrought, 
4 Diſhonour he en Tamar brought, 


195 


hen to his Ear this foul Tranſgreſſion came) 2 A 


WICE had the relle and un wearied Syn 


N2 But 


196 


gem. But now a fit Occaſion did preſent, 
And he, to take it too, was fully bent. 


* 


To os from n going; did, himfelke Excuſe. 
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A great Sheep-Sheating,” at his Country Seat t a 
Had Abſalom; at which a Noble Treat hi 
He meant to make: and thither to Invite I, + 
The W and 1 then Amer there to Smi BI 


129 


To Court he e and Dogen the Kin By 
In humble Manner, with his Sheep-Shearing et 
Intreats that He, at the ſet Time and Place y 
His Feaſt would, with his Royal Preſence, gra 2 


Je ge 
The King, Cophdering how much the Claſu oy; 


Tf he went, his r Ws Enlarge: ds t 
(Though for no other Cauſe he did refuſe the ] 


„„“ „%%% „„ — OO DO — 2 oo — — * 


Vn esu ho 1.1557 4 Now: 

It forted wlkt and likely would. i beſt.Ym Ce 
Without the King; 40 Aimnon Were his Gueſi. co his 
Amnon, for hom che Entera inment's mad 
Amnon, whoma deſtray, he Hun is laid 


2 8 8 i 


ne 


mil 
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t crafty Abſalom, tlie more to hide 

; bloody Purpoſe, ſtill himfelf apply'd, © © - 
th greater Earneſtneſs, to gain the King 
Come; and with him «ll his Sons to bring : 
att all in vain. The King will not be won, 


his*intreaties, to Oppreſs his Son. 


Bleſſing He upon him did beſtow. 


2 


uy this imbold'ned, Abſalom him preſt, 


let his Brother Amnon be his Gueſt. 
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, that he might his good Acceptance ſhow, 


coy Amnon ! ask'd the King. Becauſe, ſaid he, 


or 


"a 


© 0%, 
17 


nun, in dignity, is next to thee. 
e gentle King, from all Suſpicion free, 
d overborn by Tmportunity, 
ds that, not Ammon only, but the reſt 


ſe the King's Sons ſhould go, at his requeſt. 


Now Abſalom, his Point thus ga inꝰd, doth part 


eli$m Court; and haſts, with unrelenting Heart, 


needful was to his Deſign, prepare. 


delt his Country Seat, that he might there, 
mad; 
aid 


Then, 


? * Then, of his Servants, calling to him ſuch, 


D AI DE ISV Book Me; 


15 4 


As, in his cauſe, he knew, would never grutch WW, ,, 


Their Lives to loſe: He thus the Matter breaks; 
And, in fuch Terms as _ his en oaks 


« Mark wal, faid he, when WEE at tlie Fe 
© Shall have drunk high, and overcharg'd his Bre 
With gene'rous Wine: when Ifay, Ammon ſmit 
Fall on, ſtrike home, Fear not, but kill him qu 
© Remember It is I, that give Command: 
Be valiant then, and to your Weapons ſtand. 


Accordingly, when the King's Sons were com 
And all the Gueſts, to Feaſt With Abſalom ; 
He, that he Amnon might the more beguile 
(His Hatred hiding with a feigzed Smile) 
Embrac'd, Careſs'd him, and for ſpecial grace, 
In the chief Seat Him, as chief Gueſt, did placeWar , 
Ply'd him with ſprightly Wines, till he percetv's 
The Wine had him of Senſe well nigh bereav'd. iſ of 
Then ſtarting up, He gave the fatal Word, TE 

Smite Amnon. Forthwith each Aſſaſſin's Sword 


ox IV. DAVIDETS. 
is ſheathed in him: Ev'ry One let fly 
. until Amnon dead did ly. 


But « Oh! The Hurly-Barly OY it made | 
nong the Gueſts | Each held himſelf betray d. 

be Royal Stock were moſt of all perplex't, 
whom each fear'd his Turn would be the next. 
ich to prevent, all to their Mules did hie; 

d back to Court, Fear adding Wings, did fly. 


But tho*, with atmoſt Speed, they cut their way, 
t lang · tongud Fame made greater haſt than they. 
e babling Dame before them got to Court, 

d of the fad Diſaſter made Report: 

d, as her Nature is to magnify 

ill News ſhe bears (not ſticking at a Ly) 
to Exaggerate the Crime, did feign, 

at Abſalom All the King's Sons had ſlain : 

that nat one of them alive was left; 

d. Ir of his Sons the Kung was ran bereft. 


rd | N 4 Such 
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Himſelf did caſt: His Sorrows did abound. 


Thereby to Sacrifice, to Tamar's Honour, 


DAVIDETS: Book! 
Such doleful News ſufficient was to ſhake 
The ſtrongeſt Mind, and make the Heart to hi 
The King; with Garments rent, upon the Gro 


And. all his Servants, with their Garments ren 
The Loſs on? ſo much . Blood lament. 


This — Marv (he who gave 
The Counſel, which brought Ainnon to his Gn 
He begg'd the King not to believe that all 
His Sons were ſlain: Ammon alone did fall. 
That this, which he related, was moſt true, 
He could Aſſure him. For, faid he, I knew, 
Long ſince, that Abſ#low, from the very Hou 
Wherein his Brother Ammon did deflow'r his 
His Siſter Tamar, had his Death ge: e 
And only waited until he could -find * coe 
A Seaſon fort, which ſince he now did gains of 
He caus'd his Brother Amnon to be ſhin, Fhinſt 
D 
I, that had ROE! ſo great Reproach upoſſhim 

| Ir, h 
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By that time Jonadab his Tale had told 


e King's Sons enter'd, in a frightful Maze, 
| on the King, as he on them, did gaze: 

He and They into loud Weeping break; 
h in fad Accents, mutua'l 'Sorrows ſpeak. 


In Stroke of Juſtice, for Protection fled 
to his Grandfather's, King Talmai's Court: 
ere he might hope for Safety, and Support. 
David long did Amnon's Death bewail. 
ich yet could not Uriah's countervail. 


This is the Second Inſtance may be giv'en, 
the fulfilling that Decree of Heav'en, 
God denounc'd to David; when he ſays, 
of thine mn Houſe I will Evil raiſe 
unſt thee. His Son Amnon did deflow?r 
DAighter Tamar, put into his Power 


gain 


hich ſcarce as yet could gain Belief) Behold 


ean while young Abſalom, to ſave his Head 


him: than which, ah, what more foul Diſhonour, 
r, harmleſs Princeſs, could have come upon her! 


What 


— — GR — a a _ — ” TP Is EY „ 
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2 Sem. What Home-bred Miſchief on himſelf could g 


Which could 2 worthy Mind more deeply g 


Let that go for the Firſt. But two Years a 
His Son and Heir had thus defile'd his Daughts 
Another Son was ſtirr'd up, to repay 
That Injury; And He dath Amnon ſlay. 
Had David Juſtice upon Ammon done, 

He might have mended, and not loft his San. 
This was à Cutting Evil, and muſt need 
Strike deep; and caule a Father's Heart to . 
This was the ſecond Stoke, by which that Wc 
Fulfilled was: David, beware the Third. 
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| O W had Prince Abſalom three Winters ſpent ? . 
At Geſhur, whither he for Safety went. 

n David, having for his Amon ſned 

y a Tear: now, ſeeing he was dead, 

its his Grief. And ſoon Paternal Love, 

ace reſuming, in his Breaſt doth move 

We Abſalom ; Right Heir to Iraels Throne, 
Amnon's dead, and Chileab alſo gone. 


* 
* 


lis hanke*ring Mind Joab's obſerving Eye 

in the King, his Uncle, ſoon eſpy. 

being glad to find it, beat his Brain, 

teh Prince Abſalom to Court again : 
doubting but, if he could that obtain, 
Royal Favour he would ſoon regain. 

to effect, a wily Train he laid 

King to circumvent ; who, thus n 
Unwittingly 


2 Sam. Unwitingly ſhould Pardon Abſalom ; 
14. 
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And that once done, ſhould then recall him ho 
To Tekoah he ſent, where then did dwell 
A Woman, who 1n Wiſdom did excell. 
Her, to him brought, he did Inſtruct to Dre 
Her ſelf in Mourning Weeds. Then get Acc: 
To the King's Preſence ; And, that done, to fi 
She Mourned for a Son of hers, was ſlain 
By his own Brother: Whom the Family 
Roſe up againſt; Condemning him to dy. 
Then, to beſeech the King her Son to fave 
From being buried in his Brother's Grave. 


Inſtructed thus, She to the Court did go, 
And, as a Suppliant, her ſelf did throw 

At the King's Feet. And being askt the Cak 
She Archly told it: and it took ſuch place 
In the Unthinking King, that he thus ſpake, 
Go home; and I due Care for thee will take. 
She, glad of this, did yet her Sute renew. 
Once and again; until the King ſhe drew 


B. 


Ito 1 


The 
on 
hat 
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) ſay, Ih Son for this ſbd' nt loſe an Hair. : — 
d this' he d1d not . Jay, but fu venyr. 


when th the my Dae the King had wrought 

grant, unwittingly, the thing ſhe ſought, - 

Leave obtdin'd, the Matter home did bri ing; 

d fairly did apply it to the King. 

1d him, that he was that Avenger, whom 

fear d, on the behalf of Abſalom. 

bught him to Conſider that, unleſs 

did Him Pardon, and his People bleſs 

th their beloved Abjalom : Nor He 

m Danger could, nor They from Fear be from. 

e begg' d that He, as Father, and as Ring 

bald pardon Abſalom; and home would bring 
5 Baniſhet: and him again reſtore 

ito the Grace, in which he ſtood before. 


cce 
) fel 


The King, himſelf now finding over-reach't 

ls once before, hen Nathan to him preacht 
tat} ſaving; Sermon; with, this Odds, that He 
as Guilty then: but now from Guilt was free) 

; Injoyn'd 


N Injoywd the Woman, that ſhe ſhould not hide 


D 4 DET Boa 


From him the thing he ask t: but ſhould con 
In him, that he would no Advantage take 
Againſt her. She conſenting, Thus he ſpabe, e 
Is not the Hand of Joab is this thing? 

She own'd, It was. Then Joab hither bring, 
Said he. And unto Joab (being come) 
He ſaid in ſhort, Go fetch the houng Mas hom 


Joab, (Obeyſance made unto the King, 
And Thanks return'd, for thus far Favouring 
His humble Suit) Unto King 'Talma?s Court 
At Geſhar haſts; the good News to report. 
Which, once deliver'd, made all Heads imply 
Their Wits, to ſet forth their apbourded Joy iN 
On Abſalows Account. Who, ever fince 
He came to Geſbur, like a Noble Prince 
Himſelf behaved had; fo Brave, fo Fair, 
80 Curteous Genteel and Dibonais, 
And fo Oblgang, that whoever-conld-" 
Gainhis Acquaintance (Which all might, that wc 


* ?  » * 
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| therhſelves highly honoured; and rave vw 
mſelves to render worthy of his Love. 

um to them fo feelingly endears, 

y could not think of Parting, without Tears. 

go he muſt : Affection, Friendſhip, all 

ea, and yeild to a paternal Call; 

. ugh Intereſt ſhould therein have no Shale; 11 

ch yet in this Caſe no ſmall Weight did bear. 


9 


de 


te, 


One 


ith Joab therefore Abſalom Returns 
Geſbur to Jeraſalem, and burns 

| thirfly Hopes, and Expectation great, 
* Favour from the * af! 


1rt 


"ny 


oy it Oh! the Dipps it muſt "PRI 


is ofpiring Mind, when, from the _ 
returning, let him underftand, ,. 
8 to him the King's expreſs Cootinannt . | 
he ſhould ſtrait to his own Houſe reſort, 
not attempt to ſhe / himſelf at Court. 


Lell the King conffertd, bas not ret, 
woh his Love was great, his Son ſhould ſee't. 
Nor 
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— 


He held it beſt to keep him ſtill in aw. 


Might Oy TO him of his rear Once 


Nor that he him to ſpecial Grace ſhould take, 
Who had fo n _ his 8 to ake. 

- Though therefore Cline 65 a Wit 
He had recall'd him from his Self. Exile; 
And fav'd his- Life from Danger of the 1 


Hoping, in time, he to a better Sence 


13 
94 wy 1 


When two full Tears P Prince "Abſalom had 
Under Conſinement; not Without Diſdain, 
That he had not been ſuffer'd, in that ſpace, 
To Kj/s the Rings Hand, or to ſee his Face 
Impatient of Ræſtraint, He now did ſend 
For Joab (botli his Kinſman! and his Friend) Her 
To try if he, howeer her ſped, would brings. 
Him | to the: hang d- for Preſence Phe the King 

92 AH ii 0-28 blio 1G 

But a Joa (who, perhaps, EY find ler 

How W N 1 did n n o th 
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ke, Whuld nor at frſt, nor ſecond Summons, come 2 mw 
him; which ſo provok't Prince Abſalom : = 
t he reſolv'd, fince fair Means would not do; 
Wi try what Fouler would induce him to. 
bid his Servants, therefore, ſet on Fire 
ld of Foab's. Joab, to enquire 
WW Cauſe of this Abuſe, did quickly come: 
WW this blunt Anſwer had from Abſalom. 


hou know'ſt I for thee ſent, once and again; 

thou from coming to me did'ſt refrain. 

other means berng left, I this did take, 

ſee” if Inte reſt would thee kinder make. 

therefore let me to the King thee ſend, 

beg, He to my Life will put an End, 

nch ner than under this Reſtraint me keep, 

rVnd/ fo, that abroad I may not peep. 

Kinggerefdre didſt thou me (too unhappy Wretch) 
In Grandfire Talmat's Court, in Geſbur, fetch; 

ind ier pretence, that I ſhould be reſtor'd 

0) d the Favour of my Royal Lord ? 


0 Better 


2m. Better it were, I thither might go back 
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> mM 
(where I nor Liberty, nor Love did lack) e C 
Than here remain; here I no Comfort have, her, 
But what ariſes from an hoped Grave. ao 
Therefore befeech the Kung me once to grace, ¶ bo 
With the fair Aſpect of his Royal Face. Al 
If Live I may not in his gracious Eye; 


Let me not Live at all: I chooſe to ay. d a 
| A e K 

Though Jab gladly would bimfelf excuſe Nd t 
From going on this Errand. Yet refuſe en, 


He knew not how. The Prince hard preſſes fach 
And he, overcome, doth trudge away to Court, 
Come thither, He a proper Sean waits; 
And then fo aptly to the King relates 
The Caſe, and State of his beloved 8onj, 
That ground he on the King's Affection won. 
Affection helpd his Judgment ta betrays; = ) ; 
And to the Prince's tuit. prepares the way: | 
For now! Affection made his Judgment doubt, fw c 
If he againſtihis/ShnJhowld: acl hald ct.. if i 


113K 5 
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might endanger, &er he was aware, 2 * 
e driving of his Son into Deſpair. 

ve, Nerefore he orde*red Joab ſtrait to bring 

dom to his preſence: th? only thing 

both deſir d. Joab, O erjoy d, doth haſt 

Abſalom : and brings him back as faſt. 

to the King doth all /ub-»5ftoz ſhow; 

d at his Royal Feet himſelf doth throw. | 

e King doth raiſe his Son up from the ground, 

d that ſuch Humbleneſs in him was found. 

en, in his Arms him taking, doth him kiſs : 

s forÞuch Emblem of full Reconcilement is. 

pur. 


e, 


CHAP. 1. 


1 The Intemp rance ; of th? ** Fw Mind 2 Sams 
To no due Bounds, or Medium confin'd ! 
doth it fell! flow doth, it ſpar on high! 

if it fain would Climb ahove the Skie. 


O 2 2 5 This 


wy 
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16. 


He that, at home confin'd, but t'other day, 
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This topping Temper ſoon it-felf did ſhow rb. 
In Abſalom, and wrought his Overthrow. rin 


Greatly depreſt in mind, obſcurely hy, 
O'erwhelm'd almoſt with Grief, and cold Deſpair 
No ſooner felt the warmth of Courtly Air : 
But, as the Winter-Fly, whom Heat doth bring 
To ſenſe, begins to Baz, and take the Wing. 
So He, the Royal Favour feeling, ſtrait 
I Wing, anc ſoar'd above his proper ſtate, 


Unſteady Nature, n like the wind, 
Hurries to each Extream, th* unſtable Mind. 
At Sea becalm' d, we wiſh ſome brisker Gales 
Would on us rife; and fill our limber Sails. 
We have our Wiſh: and ftrait our Skiff is toſs 
So high, we are in danger to be loſt. 

At Land, we would be foremoſt ; make a ſtir: 
And Ride at Neck-and- all, with W hip and Spur, 
We would be, would bave All: are loath to 
For what's our Riglit; till have't of right we m Abe 
Ss i 20 did 
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his is'the Nature of ambitious Man, 2 Sem. 
ing as faſt, as high too, as he can. 
ereus, would we but Bridle our Deſire, 
the due time, we might riſe ſafely higher. 
his was the Ruin of this goodly prince, 
t hboſe too ſoon; his lofty Mind, e'er ſince, 
d nothing lower than the higheſt Seat; 
ought nothing, for himſelf, too Good, too Great. 
on the Crown look't with a longing Eye: 
x ſpake, nor dreamt of ought bur Menarchy. 
d whenſo'er he faw the Royal Throne, | 
ud ſcarce forbear to call that Seat his omy. 
down it might have been, would he have ſtaid, 
til his Father's Head was fairly laid. 
his Impatience thought each Day a Year, 
h'Yearan Age, until the Throne was clear. 
tir: Ir would he ſtay, till Providence ſhould make 
pur. Ny for him to't : He his one way would take. 
to W 2 fi » N ren n | 
e mi Accordingly, He did aſſume ſuch State, 
did tranſcend the higheſt Subject's rate. 

ö O 3 | Horſes 


Dair 


ED ws Horſes he did, and Chariots: too, provide; 


OK 
at K 


wel, 


the 
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And Fifty Men, in whom he could confide, 
To Run before him : which-might taken be, 
Either for State, or for Securi mg. 
High State it ſnew'd, if theſe his Lacquies were Nut 
A ſtrong Defence, if he did Them prepare 
For his Life-Guurd. on which ſo'er Account 


# a # 4% 
1 * * - 
. — 1 
- P . t 5 - "1 * 
7 » 
, © I * . an? . 


This Pomp, however, made the People gat 
And in dos did Admiration ralf. 
For Vulgar Eyes with 'Gawdy ſhews are caught; 
And from Admiring, to ſubmiſſion brought. 
But He had other ways, to. Circumvent 
The better ſort: and thus to work he went. 


= * 1 2 - 
W 77 > 4 *% Wo * 


Early ak 3 Ho to hk Pines . of 
And there, beſide the Gate, would ſtand, that 
Whatever Suitor to the King did come, 
For Judgment, muſt paſs by Prince Abſalom. 
Then would he call him to him; Ask his Na 
' And from what City, ot What Place, he came. 
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gell: and ſay, Take/Care thy Cauſe be right. 
then, with damm caſt Look, and fbakizg Head, 
led,” The Vi hath no Man, in his ſtead, 

wtcd thee: ro lem: ſo that, though tight 

7 Cauſe ſhould: be, Thou ſuffer may*ft by might. 
en, in a kind of diſcontented Tone 

if he did the Peoples Caſe bemoan ?)) 
d mutter ſomething; then would make a ſtop: 
ch in a ſofter Tone, this Miſh would drop; 
ud E were made Chief. Juſtice in the Land! 
at eve'ry Man, who hath a Cauſe in hand, 
gut came to me; and I would do hini Rig lu, 
v Poor ſo er: None ſhould oppreſs by Might. 
ud I were on the Bench, that Li from — 
— goal "_— 8 bo 


FL i 


re 


2 


hen this binder he this far ir had — 
| thereby the poor Suitos had Cajolbd 
Bow unto him, and Obeyſance make: 


D his Arms he would this n ow 
De. 13: KS 01 | 


nag 


pt known, He ſeem'd concern d the Matter might 2 ce. 
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dan. Hug and Embrace him; nor would Him diſmi 


155 


Upon the Crown, by Force of Arms, to enter; 


And that he might be ſure to Circumvent 


[ 


DAI EIS Boox 
Till he had Charm'd him with a treacherous K. 
Thus did the Son, by ſuch alluring Arts, 
Bereave the Father of his Peoples Hearts; 
And to himſelf them draw : | whilſt the good Ki 
Of all Oe laſt urs * Serge 


By this time, „ Abele is en 6 to be 
Forty years old. And finding now, that he 
So ſtrong a Party had, that he durſt venture, 


And drive his too Kind Father from the Thu 
(Which He, amongſt his Faction, calbd his om 
He held it beſt yet, Policy to uſe, 
The King his Father further to abuſqm 
And gain ſome time, from his beguiled Fathe 
That ſo he might his ſcattred Forces gather 
Unto a Gen eral Rendez vouz; and then 
Pour on his Edther: an 1 8 * of Men. 
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For this End Ahemre to the * he: wer not 


e King; this feigned Tale he did deviſe, 
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cis Treaſon, with Religion, to diſguiſe. — 
| 10 
© While I, at Geſhur, did an Exile live, F i 
Kill vow'd a Vom, That if the Lord would give i 
Me Favour in thy Sight, and bring me home, 'h 
That I, in peace, unto this Place might come: | 
Then-would I to the Lord an Of ring make | 
: Wit Hebron, where I Life at firſt did take, l 
e, Now therefore, gracious Sir, be pleas'd, I pray, | 
er; To grant thy Servant Leave; that go I may | | 
To Hebron, and perform the-Yow I made | 
»1FUnto the Lord. The good King, thus betrayd iſ 
feigned words, faid, Go in Peace. He might | |: 
we better ſaid, Come back in peace, at Night. i 
it wiſe Men, good Men, ſuffer'd are, ſometimes, bi 
er Wo fall into the Snares their former Crimes 1 
we for them laid. Thus this unwitting King 
Pes forward that, which muſt upon him bring 
he Judgment long ſince giv n. Uriab's Blood g.; 


Wel 


J 


not yet ſilenc d: hut fill Cry's aloud. _ 
3 db $900 bo eins 4 Ls 7 To 
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128 To Hebron now Prince Alſalmm doth Poſt, 
And ſends his Scouts abroad, thtough evꝰry Coaſt 
Of T/rael, that they might Notice give d, 1 
To all his Friends, who did diſperſed live 

In all the Tribes; That when they once ſhould ly 
The Trumpet ſound, they ſhould'for: him-apper 
In Arms, Imbody ; and where ere they came, 
Amongſt their Neighbours, they ſhould him procl 
And that, not faixrly; but in lofty ſtrain, 
*” W auh nom in 80 e = 


With Abt too, from a went M7: 
Io Hundred choſen Men; who his Intent | 
Knew nothing of: but wert unto his Feaſt, Ie lo 
By which his Strength, and Numbers wereincre both 
For theſe were Men of chote Abilities ded 
* Wurf as e to Fight, as to hog, 1 15 Ne 


I h 201 At ſo 


But he me Counſel at chiely did rely 
Upon Ahithophel, whoſe Fame fo high dy. 
Was in Eſteem, that — - 
Was, as the Oracle of God, obey'd. 


110K IV. 


om now did to his Faction Win: Bl 
ch from his City Giloth, did the Wretch 
his Head-Quarters, now at Hebron, fetch. 

d now this foul Conſpiracy grew ſtrong, 

e People did ſo thick to Hebron throng. 


CHAP. V. 


H IL E thus the Son, __ a dear Mind, 
His Fathay todethrone, by Force, deſign d: 
De loyal Sabjett, who hack notice got, 

re both the Preparation, and the Plor, 

ded to Court, that he might timely bring 
News, how bad ſoever, to the King; 

t fo the King might not, although betray'd, 
mawares be Slain, or Pris ner made. 


e 
* 


uuſhing in. therefore, out of Breath, he ſaid,” 
my Lord, O King, Thau art betrayd. 


The 


NAVI any 
, who had Councellor to David been, zn. 


Th» 
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13. The Men of Iſrael are from thee rent, 
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e Ri 


And Abſalom to Crown are fully bent. Pe 


Him they already have Proclaimed King; ere: 


And mean thy Stepter from thy Hand to wring, lac 
So univerſally they take his part, . 
Af if, in this, They Al had but one Heart. 
And he is drawing out his Troops apace, 

. he aim'd to ſeize thee in this Place. uch 


So ſtrange a Meſſage, fo unthooght a Thing, 


No wonder if it did ſurprize the King. om 
Vet did it not from him his Judgment take, More | 
Nor him ſo wholly -void of Ceunſel make; 


But that he thought, Twas better leave the Cit had 
Than hazard it unto the Rebels Pity. 


Calling his Servants therefore, Come, he failff Hu 
Ariſe; Lel's Hes: ſeeing we are betray'd. d be 
Make ſpeed away. Elſe we ſhall not Eſcape der 
From Abſalom, who for our Lives doth Gape: ud 
And, if he come, and find us in this Place, 
Will Sac the Town, perhaps: if not deface 
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e People alſo, that are in it, Smite. 
ereas, if we be gone, Hell us purſue. | 
place, and People, may that Hurt eſchew. 


his aid, and in his Houſe Ten Women left; 

, of his native Courage not bereft, 

ch't forth : His Houſhold-Servants him attend; 
| unto Kzdrox-Brook their Courſe they bend. 


ome to the Brook, his little Troop he Muſters, | 
ore like the Gi eanings, than the thickſet Cluſters 
2 full Vintage:) Yet enough to ſhew, 

had ſome Friends yet left: though bat a few. 


geſides his Houſhold (which was large) went o'er 
Hundred Fighting Men; who, long before, 
| been Companions of his Suffering State 
der King Saul: and whom no adverſe Fate 
ud make to flinch; or ſo far to Tranſgreſs 
i: Bounds of enen as in n 
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* To 


e Royal Buildings, and, us to deſpite, 2 Sam. 
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* To leave him. Theſe Ins. Ve cre "ran Soldiers Wer 


Take back thy Brethren therefore, and abide 
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And, in his Cauſe, would ſell their Lives full a 
Theſe were his Life Guards, Men of wondrous Mig 
Hardy and Strong, and Valiant too in Fight. 


With theſe, as ſuiting well his Mind did fort 
Ittai, the Gittite, lately come to Court. 
Him the King ſeeing, ready to go ver. 

The Brook, thus mildly ſpake unto ; Wherefore 


Should'ſt Thou along with us go, to take part 
In my Adventures? who a Stranger art, Ki 

And but new come. Return into the City. Ia p 

Thou yet art ſafe. And it would be great pit te 


That I ſhould draw thee into Danger, who 
Neither, know what to do, nor where to go. 


With the New King, till God the Cauſe deſid 
And, for the Kindneſi Thou to me doſt ſhow, t Je 
May Truth and Mercy * with thee go. 


bro 


1 
Nad 


The N oble Girtite wich, a 3 Diſdain, 


£2 Heard out the King. But then could not refrailh Its 


Fi 


1 
n tell ing him, ' How much himſelf he held 2 Seat. 


aur bound, to ſerve him in the Field. 
Mig therefore ſolemnly proteſted, that 


would not leave him in his adverſe ſtate, 
with his Leave, wherever he ſhould bend 
Courſe, he would: upon him there attend. 

ne Life, or Death, He would him not forſake: 
with him, to the laſt, his Lot would take. 


't 


art Wo brave a Reſolution needs muſt cheer 
King, not over apt to let in Fear. | 

n paſſing on together, without ſtay; 

pity to. the — direct their way. 

. Wit "I own e di were 

de What time Pries, and of tlie Art took care; 

ſideſhring leſt It might Injury receive, 

W.: Jeraſalem they ſhould it leave, | 

brought it with them: Which when Droid 


ſtopt; and, With a reverential Aw, g 
, ¶ Ladocl faid, Bear back: the Ant again x 
frail Its Place; and let it there remain. 
7 For, 
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2 bun. For, if the Lord ſhall me vouchſaſe che Grace 


15. 


In David: lo, I ſtand here, in his 2 


DAY TD EIS ber! 


That I once more, with Joy, may ſee his Face: 
He'll bring me back, and-I ſhall then behold 
His Habitation as in days of Old. 
But if he thus ſay, I have no Delight 


Ready to bear, with anrepining Mind, 
What He, to do to me, ſhall be —_—— 
For well I know his Judgments all are juſt : 
And in his Mercy I repoſe my Truſt. 
Ws ou 9 

The Ark diſpogd ; yet was not David clear: 
He ſomething had to ſay in Zgdock's Ear. 
He therefore ask't him, Art not thou a Seer? 
(Thou, and Abiathar too, thy Compeer)' 
You therefore both will out of Danger be, 
Your Office giving you Inmmitnity.'c - | 
Return into the City, and there ſtay, 
As near to Abſalom, as well you may: 0. 
Explore his Counſels. Pick up what you can i wo 
And ſend it to me . ſome een _ Wt 
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9 Son, and his, fit Meſſengers may be, 2225 
bring Intelligence from you to me. 
in the Plain above, will ſtay, untill 
ear from you how things go, Well or III. 


his ſaid, They part. They, with the Ari go back: 

King went forward; though with pace but ſlack. 

if now ſeiz d deeper, from a ſenſe that He 

from the Ark of God thus baniſh't be; 

| that by his own Son (Rebellious Child! 

whom he always had been but too mild) 

then conſidering, that the Lord his God 

| him Chaſtize, in Mercy, with this Rod; 

calld to Mind Uriah's Blood, and wept; 

ring with Tears, the Ground whereon he ſtept. 

for he went, and had his hoary Head 

e Sign of higheſt Grief) cloſe covered. 

ven he had, at length attain'd the top 
livet; he there did make a ſtop, 

worſhipped the Lord: with humble Heart, 

Ing the Sacred Hand, which made him ſmart. 


al; 
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1 — While here hie ſtaid, good Huſbai came to meet hi 


Huſbai, at Court, to Courtly Counſels, bred, 


Said to him, If thou paſſeſt on with me, 


D AVID EIS. Boo 


And, with the Tokens of great Grief, did greet hu 04 
Huſhai, his faithful Servant, and true Friend: Wis | 
Whom hearty Sorrow made his Coat to rend, 


And Earth to lay upon his Mournful Head. 


Huſbai, than whom the King no Servant had, 
More able, nor to ſerve his Lord more glad. 


The King, at fight, concluding where he bel 
Might be diſpos'd, to ſerve his Intereſt, as $ 


* Thou unto me ſhalt but a Burden be. 
Go therefore to the City, and Salute 
* King Abſalom. That done, prefer thy Suit 

That thou mayſt be his Servant, as Thou waſt 
His Father's faithful Servant, in days paſt. 

© By this means Thou the Counſols of the great 
c Abithophel, mayſt, for my good, defeat. 
Then him directing, how he might convey 
Intelligence: Each: toale bis proper Way. 


- 
N WW 
- - 


ox IV. D AVIDEITIS. 
Not far had David gone beyond the Top 
0tive's Mount, when he another ſtop 
as fain to make. There Zybe ready ſtood 
olding. two Aſſes, laden both with Food, 


ine Manchet, Summer Fruits and luſcious Wine) 
hereon the King might,when he pleaſed, dine. 


Well might the King ſuppoſe, this Preſent came 
om his Friend's Son, Mephiboſheth the lame; 
Mice Tiba brought it: who full well he knew, 
as Steward to Mephiboſheth. This drew 

> King to ask, Where is thy. Maſter's Son, 

hat he came not? Falſe Tiba thereupon 

yd. He at Jeruſalem doth ſtay, 

own up with Hopes: Nor did he ſtick to ſay, 

ow ſball the Houſe of Ijrael reſtore 

me the Crown which my Grandfather nore. 


The King, not Ziba's Treachery ſuſpect ing, 
0 eaſily beliey'd him; — | 
the deteſtable Ingratitude, - © - 
aich he ſuppos d Mephiboſbeth had ſhew'd, 
P 2 Not 
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2 Sam. Not having time to hear the Cauſe, forſook Math 
The Courſe of Juſtice, and for granted took Whlur 
The anprov'd Charge of a deſigning Knave, ad 
And thereupon an unjuſt Judgment gave. th 
Whereby he from the Innocent, unhear'd 6 
Took A he had: and Al that All conferr'd 
On the «juſt Accuſer, who deſerv'd 
A Rope much rather, had not Juſtice ſwerv'd. 
The fawning Traytor, having ſped fo well, 
Upon his Kees before King David fell; 
And, like unto à right diſſembling Loon, 
Gave humble Thanks for this ſo great a Boon. 


Not far from thence, at Bahurim, came out, 
As David thither came, a ſawcy Lout. | 
One of the Houſe of Saul, Shimei by Name, 
Who rudely Raiba, and Curſed as he came. 
Come out, ſaid he, Come out, Thou Man of Blohr: 
© Thou Son of | Belidl; ho too long haſt ſtood, yd 
The Lord hath now return'd upon thee all in 
The * . weh, = the Houſe of Sa Gi 
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ath by thy means been ſhed. The HAI! 25m. 


ſurped hadſt, is taken from thee no -; 
Ind given to thy Son- Thou taken art 


the Devices of thine Evil Heart. iN 
Hg) 21.1 03; HH Dis 00 119.5) It 29, | 
or ſtaid he here. From Words he fell to Blows; { 


h Duff and Stones he on King David throws,” 

| on his Servants; who ahout him were 
ither ſide; to W 't Was Hard to n. 
"RY. Davids N Nephew, 6 feed to tale 
b moſt to heart; and thus the King beſpake. 


N Gould this dead Dig C urſe my Lord the Ning? 
me at to him: and his Head PI wes Of 


ut David (who, although right well he knew, 
at railing Shimeßs Charge v was quite en 
Jar as he unto-the- Houſe of Sπ⁰ - 
yd it, where He had no Guilt at all : 

in the Book of Conſcience daily read 

© Guilt and Doom, for Blood unjuſtly ſhed, 
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1 Uriab's Blood, for which he knew full W ell, 
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This Judgment from the Lord upon him fell.) 
Would not permit Abiſbai, for his ſake, 
Vengeance on Curling Shimei to fake. 
< Let him Curſe on, ſaid He: for, if he Curſe 
By God's Command, ho can think him the wor 
Do ye not ſee, ſaid he, than mine onn Son, MW 
Who from my Bowels ſprang( and Cauſe hathnaſadi 
<.Uſurps wy Throne: Hath kindled mortal ſtriſe N ar 
© Amongſt my Subjects; yea, and ſeeks my Lf 
< How much. mere then may: this. rude; Benjam Am 
* Be born with, though he. do me great Deſpiſm t 
Let lim alone. . If God hath bid him Curſe: . c 
It may, perhaps for me be neꝰer the worſe. We 
Who knows, but that the Lord on me may der 


c With Pity; when, be 6s, how. well I took th 


Tube Affliction he laid on me: and with goo! 


May me aher Shiver Curling d Mood. 
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Dr this time, to Jeruſalem Was come, 

In Royal Equipage, King Abſalom: 
ing, beſides his Train, a numerous Hoſt - 
* _ drawn out of eve * Coaſt. 

N 2 
imdngſt his Friends, who ads the a haſt 
m to Salute, Huſhai was not the laſt. 
coming to his Preſence, Cry'd aloud - 
{ſave the Ning, God {ave the King (and bow'd) 
aer which Words he might his Meaning hide 
k I they _- well to David be ce 
gooll 
20d. lleber had a Mind, it ſevths, ery 
iether he ſafely might on him rely. 

_ he, at firſt Meeting, on him play'd, 
d, with a kind of mn nid, 
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2% How now! 1s this thy Kjndneſs to thy Friend ! 
Why went 2 not, that _ NPI: deſei i 


* 


Nay, but his will I be, Huſhai reply*d 
Him will I ſerve; with him will 1 abide, | 
Whom God, and all the Men of Iſrael chuſe: 
None ſhall me of Unfaithfulneſs Accuſe. 
Should not I ſerve in preſence of his Son, 
As I thy Father ſerv'd (now he is gone) 
Surely, As I was then at his Command : 
So will I henceforth in thy preſence ſtand. 
All which he ſo Equivocally ſpake, © 
That Each the Words might in his omn ſenſe tal 
And Abſalom did them in ſuch ſenſe _ 
That of his Council he did _ malte. 
AC . call'd, he bid them think upon 
The Work; and tell him what ſhould firſt be dat 
Abithophel, (ho would not take it well, cee. 
That any, but himſelf, ſhould bear the Bell) Forth 
Stood up, and Abſalom he thus beſpake; Bad 
Thuy Father's Concubines forthwith Go take, Nhil 


O 


adi 
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1 in moſt publick manner them 'defile. 2 5am 
ich will reputed: be a Crime ſo wile : 

it nothing ever can for it Atone. 

will the People cleave to thee alone. 

e Counſel pleas d. Abſalom lid it wel. 

Praiſe their Oracle, Ahithophel. 


orthwith a Tent on the Houſe- Top was f. pread, hl 

ere Abſalom his Father's Wives ſhould Bed. 

did fo: void of Grace, and void of Shame; 

d publickly his Father did defame m 

which the Sentence, that before, from Heav'en, 

s, by the Prophet, unto David given.? 1411. 
5 now fulfill'd: fulfill'd to the Extent. | 

y the Example ſtill the like prevent! | 


ow did the treacherous Ahithophel 

nding his wicked Counſel pleas'd fo Well) 

ceed, to Counſel further. Now Let me 

othwith chooſe out 12 Thouſand Men, ſaid he; 

nd go on the Purſuit, this very Night, 

ke, hile David's eAry, and unſit to Figlilt. 
e 80 
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—_ * So ſhall I him, and all his Men, ſo friglit, 
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r G 
That, they ſhall him forſake; ; aud I will ſmite Mho « 
The King alone (whom only Thou doſt lack 


6 EO Ogg and bring ai People buck, 


4 


nuſt 


This Counſel was Re of by all 
Then preſent : Yet King Abſalom Bid, Call 
Haſhai the Archite, that (ſaid he) we may 
Hear alſo what BG in this no can ſay. 


{th 
hot 
1 


n 1 
Habe, bravghe'i in, the King him did tell 
The Counſel given by Ahithophel. 
Then askt, Dee thay approve ir? If not, ſhon re; 
Th Rae and Aircdh 4 1 * to do. he! 
Or 3 
The wary . 40 bin: very well id 
The haughty Temper of | Ahbithophel : 0 #y 
That he might not be thought him to neglect) F her 
OE his monk in Words to this ee. Ly 
4 Ind 
abs L dons of all that fl this s Tably Nie 
There is not, in the main, a Man more able 


; Counſel, than the great Ahithophel, 

0 doth in Wiſdom Others far Excell : 
at this time, and 1n the preſent Caſe, 
wit Confeſs, I cannot Go his pace. 


te 


howlt hazard All upon too ſharp a Puſh. 
Father is a Man of War, Thou know'(ſt, 

nd will not Lodge at Night among the Hoſt. | 
e now, no doubt, is in ſome Pit, or Cave; 
here he himſelf, from a Surprize, may "Og 
Lfides, both He and all his Men, we know, 
re mighty Men of V/aloar ; and will thow, 
hen once Engag'd, They neither weary ate, 
or weak: but Chafe'd in Mind, much like a Bear 
f Whelps bereav/d, they'll fight. Nor will they yield 
o twice, Twelygzhhouſand Men the bloody Field. 
A) F/bereas thy Men, undiſciplin'd and raw 

y be more like, hard Charged, to withdraw, 
jad rary the. Back, and. ſome. be, overthrown : 


2 


f chou;w ith 0 much ſpeed, ſhould'ſt forward ruſh; 
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2 — © Will raiſe a Numour, throughout all thy Hoſt, Thi 
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© That Abſalom the F ield hath wholly loſt; 

© And where that Rumour takes, it will- prevail 
© To make the Courage of the Stonteft fail. 

© So ſhalt thou loſe the Day; and either 4) 

8 Tos the TOO be Ta A or fore d to 6+ 


Which to prevent, my Connſel is, That All 
The Men of Jraet, in general, | 
From one End, to the other, of the Land, 
ge drawn together, like th? annumbꝰred Sand 
© On the Sea-Shore; and thou; their Lord and He 
© Into the Field do them, in Perſon, lead. 
80 ſhall we on thy Father, and his Men, 
Fall, like the Dew upon the Ground : and then 
Nor He, nor any that are with him, can 
1 —_— our hands: Well mne de toa a Mar 

ut if he ſhould u bey geen t al 
We'll ſhut him up therein; until we Er an 
Ropes to the Place, and dra ĩt down by force, „ ir 
And ſink it in the rapid Water. Courſe. 


.F 
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Thus Huſbai, like an Orator did paß 8 
on his Hearers Weakneſs; and yet theß 

1 not perceive it. Abſalom, and All 

e Men of 1/rael too, in general, 

d, Huſhai”s Counſel doth by far Excel 

e Counſel given by Ahithophel. 8 

ris it ſtrange: for twas the Lord that wrought 

s Change in them; that what before they thouglit 
good, they now diſſib d: that he might bring 

on Abſalom, their . 15 4.014 


1 


at when Abithophet reli neer could brook 
wetitor, nor on a Rival looks 550 
with diſdain) obſerved had that they 

hen t only were reſolv'd to diſobey 

Counſel (which he as Direction, gave 
fan did Expect Applauſe, and Thanks, to have) 
Haſbais Counſel did to his prefer iy 
t able, An Affront ſo high, to bear) 1 
dling his Af, away he ſtrait did Trot; 
ce, in good time, to his own Cuy Bot. 


Wbere, 


Ti 
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2.5m. Where, having wiſely ſettled his Affairs, 
He to the Halter's Help, with ſpeed, repairs: 
Which having firmly faſt ned to a Rafter, 
He ſtretch't his Neck, to avoid Affronts hereafte 
There let him Hang: while we look back, and! 
How Huſha?'s better Counſel did ſucteed. 
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When Huſhai had done ſpeaking, e're he Enel 


me 
How it would be accepted, He withdrew ; I v 
And to the Prieſts ¶ Tadoct, Abiathar) to 
Related what had paſt, and what a Jar 

Had been, in Counſels, *twixt Ahithopel PPavi 


And Him: and, what Each had Advis'd, did ti d c 
But not yet knowing which would follow'd be, ¶ anc 
He wiſh't them to Inform the King, that He of 
Might not that Night Lodge in the Plain; but 
Him oer the River, that he might be freed 
From Death and Danger, which he might ſuſt: 
If He ſhould ach tl Morning in the Plain, 


T 1 AG two Sons his the City ſta 
For to be ſeen within they were afraid) 


Box IV. D AVYIDETLTS. 239 


d unto them their Fathers, by a Maid, 1 * 
Meſſage, they ſhould go withal, convey'd. 

ich when they had Receiv'd, away they ran; 

being ſeen go off, by a Toung Man, 

| thereupon Purſue*d, They, on the way, 

| themſelves in a Well. The Wife did lay 

ode ring Oer it, and thereon did ſpread 

% Corn; fo were they not diſcovered : 

1, when the Coaſt was clear they poſted on; 

| told: the Meſſage, which they came upon. 


avid, thus warn'd aroſe : and, in the Night, 
yd over Jordan. By the Morning Light, 

and the People with him, All were gone : 

of his Army miſgd they any one. 


Wir 
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CHAP. vII. # 


0 Mabivuins now King 'David goes, 

His Friends to meet with, and to miſs his 
This was the Place, where Jacob, long before, 
God's Angels meeting, did his Help implore; 
And gave it then this Name: by which is ſhown# 
Two Hoſts. God's Hoſt of Angels: and his ow 


Here David Friendſhip found, and was ſupp) 
With needful Things, while he did here abide: 
Which was not long. Abſalom now an Hoſt. 
Had rais'd, of which he thought he well might bd n 
Over this Army he Amaſa made nuch 
His General. With Banners then diſplay'd fefor 
He over Jordan pad, a Rebell right, 
Againſt his Father, and his Ring, to Fight. 
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en David knew, that his Son Abſalom, of Was 
a great Hoſt, was over Jordan come, 
give him Battel: He his Men drew. forth; 
o, though not many, were all Men of worth: 
though his Army was but ſmall, he Choſe 
to three Battalians to diſpoſe. 
Hrſt of theſe He unto Joab gave. 
Wo, Joab's Brother, was to have 
Second, Noble Irtai led the Third: 
ad to none, for Uſe of Spear and Sword. 
will King himſelf intended too to go 
cad of them, as Gen eraliſſimo: | 
chat the People by no means would yield, 
t he himſelf ſhould hazard in the Field. 
j repreſented, that the Enemy 
it bed not regard, if Half of them ſhould dy; 
nuch as if they him could take, or ſlay. 
refore they begg d, He from the Field would ſtay: 
if Occaſion ſhould require, would ſend 
| Succours. He was fain to Condeſcend. 


Q ee |} 
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But when they March't away, He, ſtanding fade 
Shew'd a Paterna! Paſſion in his Eye. he 
His Bowels roll'd towards his graceleſs Son, he 
And (as preſaging that the Field was won) 
Thus to the ſeve'ral Generals he ſpake ; 
Deal gently with the Toung Man, for my ſake. 


The Field now taken, and the Battel joyn'd, 
The Victory to David's Side inclin'd : | 
But not without a cruel Slaughter made 
Of them that were by Abſalom betray'd 
Into this Treaſon. Twenty Thouſand fell 
On his ſide. For, although he did excell Naſt 
In Numbers: yet, they fighting in a Wood, I che 
His Numbers could not do him half the good, ade 
As, in an open Champion Plain, they might; Nouę 
Where they could every Man have come to fg ou 
Hopeleſs, at length the routed Rebels fly, L 

And David's Men purſue them eagerly. tric 


80 
th 


aw 
nd e 


im t 


In this Flight, Abſalom, that he might ſhunt 


King David's Men, ſuffer'd his Male to run Nould 
U 
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Nader the thick Boughs of a ſpreading Oak; Ts | 
herein his Neck being caught, as in a role, 
he Mule went on, and left him hanging there, 
wixt Earth and Heaven, in the open air: 
or could he free himſelf, his buſhy Hair, 
s Ornament before, was now his Snare. 
im, hanging thus, a certain Soldier ſaw ; 
d, paſſing by him with reſpectful Aw, 
ited to Joab, and to him thus ſpoke : 
aw King Ab#alom hanging in an Oak. 
nd didſt thou! Joab faid ; Why did*{ not ſmite 
im to the ground, and Xi him there outright ? 
adſt thou done ſo, I would have kindly dealr 
od, ſh thee, and given thee a Soldier”s-Belt, 
od, Bide Ten Shekels. Of cry'd out the Man, 
t; Pough I a Thouſand Shekels might have wan, 
fig v ould not do't! For 1 did plainly hear 
Lord the King (whom we ought All to feat) 
ſtrict Charge give, that none ſhould dare to touch 
Son, ſo as to Hurt him. And 'tis much 
ſhut thou thy ſelf, if I this thing had done, 
un Fould'ſt have, amongſt the reſt, againſt me run. 
0 | 2 Well, 


nd, 


Well, well, ſaid Joab, *Tis not now a time 
To talk what would, or would not be a Crime. 


Away He ran, and, with a Threefold Dart, 
Peirc'd Abſalom, yet living, through the Heart. 
Then caus'd his Armor-Bearers, Ten young Men, 
Out- right to kill him; which they did: and when 
He ſaw him dead, He a Retreat did ſound; 
That no more Hebren- Blood might ſtain the Ground 


Thus fell th” Uſurper Abſalom. Thus fell 
He, who againſt his Father durſt Rebell. 
Thus fell a Prince, in Body and in Mind, 
So well Accompliſh'd ; that he ſeem'd deſign'd 
For Government, would he the time have ſtaid, M Th 
And not his Royal Father's Throne Invade. ch 


Vhic 
Ind 


Bets he 

But blind” Ambition, kindling hot deſire nto 
In him, had ſet his boyling Blood on fire. 

He thought his Father drew too long his Breath, J Sor 

Nothing would ſerve him but the Crown, or Deat'Wad « 
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he Cromn he miſs'd. A cruel Death he found ; . 8 * 
ub d, Hackt & Hew'd, with many a gaſtly Wound. 


l 


His mangled Body to a filthy Pit, 

ear to the Place he fell in, they commit: 
ud, without Ceremony, load his Bones, 

ith an huge Heap of anregarding Stones. 
hich-muſt have ſerv'd him for a Monument, 
ad not He, in his Life- time, with Intent 

[o keep his Name up, having then no Son, 

et up a Pillar (with his Name thereon :) 
Thich unto after-ages did remain; 

Ind bore oh . long after he was (lain. 


en 
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The Field thus won. And He,who was the Head 1 
f chis unnatural Rebellion, dead : f 
he next Care was, ſuch an Account ta ſend | 
nto the King, as ET him leaſt offend. 


th, 
Neat 


Some Strife RY who ſhould the Tidings bear ; 
nd divers, for the Office, forward were. 


Q 3 | Young 


| ; "2 Young Abimaaz, good old Zgavck's Son, 
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Pr, 


Of Joab begg'd, that he might therewith run, It k 
But Joab doubting that it would not be ch t 
Acceptable, unwilling was that He, r y 


Whom he well lov'd, ſhould go: and rather choſe chat 
Another, than his near Friend, to expoſe. to 
For though the Victory was cauſe of Joy: | 
The Death of Alſalom would that deſtroy. he 
He therefore bid black Cuſbi go, and tell 1 tc 
'The King the Matter, juſt as it befell. 
He Ran. But Ahimaaz, not content, 
Unleſs He too, on the ſame Errand went, 
Did preſs fo hard, for Leave to Run, that He 
Got Leave: but by meer Importunity. 
Then ſetting forth, and Running by the Plain, 
He ſo much Ground did of the Blackmoor gain; 
That He got firſt to Court; and That did tell, I 
Which needs muſt Pleaſe: r he faid, Al i wel. II fr 
mel; 
But when the King, whoſe Heart was ſet upon Ion 
The Welfare of his diſobedient Son, fai 


5 


4 
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Pr, Is the Young Man ſafe ? Poor Ahim@az, 

xt knowing what to ſay, did on him Gaze : 

th to Confeſs what he could not Deny, 

r yet well knowing how to put it by: 
that,which,with the King, was the main Chance, 
, too well knowing, pleaded Ignorance. 


fe 


hen ſtanding by, as bid: In Cuſhz ran, 
d to relate his Mage thus e 


dings, my Lord the King: for Thee, this A 
Lord avenged hath ; ſo that all they, 
t roſe againſt thee, now are overcome. 
t, Cry'd the King, How is't with Abſalom ? 
Is the Young Man fafe? Cuſbai Replies, 
may it be with all thine Enemies, 

'tis with him. The King it underſtood ; 
el. N from his Eyes ſtrait Guſhed forth a Flood 
melting Tears. Paternal Pity wrought 
pon Fon him, and into Exceſs him brought. 
ſtairs he went: and, as he went, he Cry'd, 
Son ABSALOMN! would I had ay d 

Q 4 Por 


4 


\ 


| 1 for thee, O ABSALO M, My Son, My Son! 
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And fo went on; as if He'd ne'er have done. ro 
His Face He cove'red, and let looſe the Rein 
To boundleſs Grief; of Noble Acts the Bane. 
This turn'd the Triumph, proper for the Day, 
To Mourning. The brave Soldiers funk away, 
As Men aſham'd. They who the Field had wu 
Steal in, as if they from the Feild had run. 


= 4 


S H A T. VIII 
2 S. HIS was to 2 told, who nie well he 
19. 
g - How much this Carriage mighttheCourageqWAnc 
Of all the Army; or raiſe Diſcontent : ha 


Which might prove Dangerous, in the Event. 

(For Soldiers, if themſelves they ſighted find, By 
Will ſhift, their Sides, as nimbly as the Windfſhan 
He, that he might his Duty not forſake, ub { 
Went to the King, and, Soldier-like, thus ſpake.fs I 


0 
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Thy Servants All ho ventur'd have their Lives, . be 
>, Iro fave both thee, thy Children and thy Wives) 
Thou ſhamed haſt, by ſhewing Thou extends 
More Love to Enemies, than to thy Friends. 

Thy Carriage this Day ſhews, Thou doſt not heed 
r Prince, or Servant: for, in very deed 

f Abſalom had liv'd, it's plainly ſeen, 

ind all we dyd, Thou pleaſed well hadſt been. 
Wherefore Ariſe, Go forth, and kindly ſpeak 
Unto thy Servants. Elſe away They'll break 
Before the Morning : for I boldly dare 

nto thee, by the God of 1/rael, Sware ; 

hat, If Thou come not in the Peoples Sight, 

here will not Tarry one with thee this Night. 

ind that will be worſe te thee, I avow, 

han all the Evil Thou haſt fel till now. 


Wel 
ed 


ent. | | 

id, IBy this bold Speech (perhaps more neceſſary, 
indian either Decent, or Diſcreet and Wary) 

þ ſo Rouz'd the King, that off he threw 


abe s Wayling-Fit. And being a Prince that knew 


e How 
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1. How to Comply with his Condition; And faut) 
As well his Subjects Humour, as Dum: | t00 
He haſt'ned down unto the City Gate, ; Arc 
And there, as uſual was, in Publick' fate. it, t. 


Which known, the People (who before had fled wha 
Each to his Tent, as if they had no Head) [44 
Now flock unto him, and with deaf*ning Sound ling 
Of joyful Acclamations, him Surround, m H 


And now a gallant Emulation roſe Wh 
Amongſt the Tribes; Each to be formoſt choſe hy! 
In ſhewing their Afection to the King: ave. 
And ſtriving him in Triumph home to bring, y B 
This firſt among thoſe Men of Vel fell, me 

CTis thought) Whom Abſalom had made Rebell. Ihe 5 
Who that they might wipe off the Guilt, and tai Lo- 


Of that foul Crime, and Credit fo regain; 1 t 
Egg'd one another on, and ſeem'd to Vie 
Which ſhould moſt ſignalize his Loyalty, le b 


In bringing back the King: Whom now they PraiſſſÞpeſa, 
Recount his Merits, and Admire his Ways. all tl 
Kin 

B 


IV. DAPIDEIS 


ut Fudah, his own Tribe, too Backward were, 
| too Regaraleſs of the Common Care, 
; drowſy Negligence did grieve the King, 


t, therefore, them he to a Senſe might bring 


| Eybat became them, He a Meſſage ſends 
Zadock and Abiathar, his Friends; 

ling them unto Fudeh's Elders ſpeak 

m Him : and thus the matter to them break, 


Why are ye, to bring back the King, the laſt? 
by ye ſo ſlom, when others Run ſo faſt ! 
we ye forgot, That ye my Brethren are, 
Bones and Fleſh (fo have a greater ſhare 
1 me, than others) Why do ye let lip 
he Seaſon ?- and let others you oat-ſtrip 
Love and Loyalty? This Caution take, 

1 to your ſelves Advantage of it make. 


l. 


ain 


le bid them alſo to Amaſa ſay, 
raiſpa/o, General, but th other day, 
all the Rebels) Art not Thou to me 
pi Siafman, near by Conſanquinity ? 
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if ( 
d fo! 


25m: © Return to thy Allegiance, without dread : 
And be my General, in Joab's ſtead. 


By theſe, and other ſuch, engaging Arte, 
He wrought fo ſtrongly on the Peoples Hearts 
That Judah, ſenſible they had been ſlack, 
Now Haſt'ned to him, to Conduct him back, 


Got over Jordan, Shimei was the Firſt 
(Spimei, by whom he was ſo lately Curs'd, 
And rudely treated) who, the 'Tide thus turm 
Contrary to his Expectation, Moarn d, | 
Or feewd to Mourn: perhaps the crafty Knave Wow 
Might Sorrow feign, his guilty Head to ſave, ardo, 
His Guilt and Danger did him forward Egge Net n 
To own his heinous ne and Pardon beg. 


He therefore W in with n Jada Men) bai, 
Leading a Thouſand of the Tribe of Ben: ſu! 

To ſhew, perhaps, What Intereſt he had Re 

(Which was the Worſe in one that was ſo bad) IN Ra 


7. ug Wat, 


* 8 N ſ 
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if Occaſion were, his Cauſe to Plead, Ty 
d for him with the King to interceed. 

was the Firſt, I fay, that met the King; 

d. on his Knees, did thus Peccavi Sing. 


Let not my gracious Lord the King, ſa id he, 
npute this day Iniquity to me! 


or bear in mind what I perverſly ſaid, 

nd did againſt him, when he was betray'd! 
or I, thy Servant, know, that I therein 

Im guilty of an execrable Sin. 

herefore I, with the firſt, am hither come. 
o wait upon my Lord, and bring him home. 
urdon, Great Sir, Pardon my Fault, I pray: 
et me find Mercy at thine hand this day. 


4 


| * 
tefore the King could any Anſwer make, 
i, Zerviah's forward Son; thus ſpake. 

at ! Shall not Shimei be put to Death ! 

Rebel Shimei | who, with poys'nous Breath, 
Rail upon, and Curſe the Lord's Anointed !' 
Wat, le than Death, can be to him appointed? 
N This 


: "2g This ſounded harſhly in good David's Ear. 
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And that it did ſo, He ſoon made appear. 
For, What, faid he, have I with you to do, 
© Ye buſy Sons of Zerviah, that you, 
- © On all Occaſions, ſtill contrive to be 
As much as in you lies, averſe from me? 
Shall any Man be put to Death this Day 
In Iſrael? The Lord, and I, fay Nay. 
For have not I, think ye, good Cauſe to know 
That I, fo lately near an Overthrow, 
© Still King of Jrael am, by divine Grace! 
Which ſhould with you, as well as me, have Pla 
« For ſince the. Lord this Day doth me Reſtore 
© Unto the Throne on which J fate before: 
It ought to be a Day of thankful Joy; 
c Which no fad Execution ſhould annoy. 
Then turning unto Shimei, Thou, ſaid he, 
© ShalPt not be put to Death, for this, by me. W 
| | Une, 


j 


But 


The End of the FouRTH Book 
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BOOK V. 


NW — hi 
r -E 

MON thereſt, whom Love, or Inte reſt, drew : i 

Tomeet the King, falſe ia came; who knew 

hen once his Maſter came in David's ſight, 

5 Kpavery would then be brought to light. 

at therefore he might ſill Retain the Place, 

had, by Falſbood, gain'd in David's Grace; 

with his Fifteen Sons, and Twenty Men, 

me, with Pretence to bring him home agen. 


Plat 
ore 


1 


* 
* 


NC, 


OK . 
But now Mephiboſheth (who, being Lame, 


Es not ſo Nimble) in due Seaſon came, 
To 


| — 
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_—_ To Clear himſelf from Zba's falſe Report, 
And on the Wretch his Treachery retort. 


When the King ask't, vhy went'ſt thou not within 
Mephiboſheth? * My Lord O King, ſaid He, 
4 My faulty Servant Tiba, me deceiv'd : 
© And helpleff me, he of his help bereav'd. 
I orde'red him to ſaddle me an Aſs; 
© That I thereon unto the King might paſs, 
Not able elſe to Go. Away he flipt, 
And me, of Means to follow wholly ſtript. 
© Nor is that all: But He hath Slander' d too 
Thy Servant to my Lord, with Words untruc 
© But well I know, My Lord the King is Wilt 
Do therefore what ſhall ſeem Good in thine Ex 
© Tplead no Merit: All I have I place 
Jo the Account of thine abundant Grace. 


Enough! Reply'd the King, My Word ſhall ſta: 
Thou and thy Servant ſhall divide the Land. 


— —— ꝓ 


| 


Thus having wrong*d Mephiboſheth before, 
ripping him, anheard, of all his Store: 


lat Wrong he, by a ſomewhat leſs Wrong ſalves, 
I doth the OY Man Juſtice but by Halves, 


Mepbiboſbeth not only v was moſt Clear 
om Ziba's Charge; as plainly did appear: 
t alſo had ſo true a Mourner been, : 
David's Trouble, that he ne er was ſeen 
Dreſs his Feet, though lame; nor Trim his Beard : 
Pr in clean Linnen ever had appear'd, 
o | Cheer his Body, from the very Day, 
which the King, diſtreſſed, went away; 
til the Day he came again; which made 
Caſe the harder, being dul y weigh'd. 
He, good, Man, for Joy the King was come 
ace, and Safety, to his Royal Home; 
ardleſs what might to himſelf befall,” 
d, Ay, Let Ziba, if he will, take all, 


ſtar 


e heard before of certain Men, that came 
'I'Ybring the King Supplies, at Mahagaim. 


A * 
I 
* s 
. i | 
6 | 
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| 
1 
= 
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: Sem Of theſe Baræillai was, the Gileadite 33 Th 
Who did the King Support, with great Delight. 
The ſenſe whereof did fo affect the King, Mo. 
That to Jeraſalem he fain would bring ofa 
The good old Man; that there he might have ſhey 


At 

The 8 Ma rks of Royal Gratitude. Ane 
But good Beall did t to go refule. Ay 
122 | 


And, by his Age, himſelf therefrom excuſe. 
1 am, ſaid he, full Fourſcore Years of Age, 15 
And therefore, with good Reaſon, may preſageMW,z 
My Days cannot be many. I am paſt | 
--: "= Pleaſures of a Court. I cannot taſt ; 
My Food with Reliſh,” Twere an Overſight I , 
For me in vocal Muſick to delight. 
« My Ear's too heavy to diſtinguiſh Sounds. 
And me the Harbinger of Death ſurrounds. 
Why then ſhould 1 a further Barden be 
_ © Unto my Lord the King! Oh no! Let me 
Wait on thee over Jordan, and Return 
_ © Vato my City, and my Parents Urn: 


book V. DATFIDETS. 19 
That there, amongſt my People, I may dy, des 
And in my Father's Sepulcher may ly. | 
But lo, my Son; thy Servant C himham; He 

Shall wait upon my Lord, and always be 

At thy Command. Him to thee I commit: 

And thou mayſt do to him what thou think'ſt fit. 


Ay, that I will, faid David, and to thee 
ill give beſides what thou ſhalt ask of me. 
lis faid, the good Old Man He kindly kiſt, 
nd, with his _ Bleſſing him diſmiſt. 


Then March he on, attend ed very well, 

| Tadah, and one Half of Iſrael. 

tat Half, or Part, be it ſuppos d to be, 

hich was not from the late Rebellion free : 

d therefore now would more OBcious ſeem, 
at * their ſhaken Credit might redeem. 


ne 


But now again a freſh Contention roſe * 
ween them, whichof Friends ſoon made them Foes. 


A Theſe 


4 
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2 Fam. 
19. 


Of Judah; that they fole from them the King: 


7 That Faithful are to them, both Great and Sal 


Receiv'd from Mm a G fr or Benefit. eſen 


And therefore did their Reaſons now demand, 
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F hy 
id; 


4 heſe Men of Iſra'el could not now contain 
Their Anger; but did to the King Complain 


That they alone might him oer Jordan bring. 
The ground of which they did not underſtand ; 


The Men of Judah briskly Anſwer d thus. 
Becauſe the King is near of Kin to us. 
More brisk, than true. David, indeed, was ſo: 
But not the Xing. Kings are of Kin, we know, 
To all their Subjects; and alike to all, 


Why, added Judah, do ye then Contend? 
We did our Duty, without ſelfiſh End. 
We neither Eat at the King's Charge, nor yet ot t 


luch 
reak 


But we (be! Men of cel re -pl yd) 


Have that to ſay which will the Cauſe decide: r M 


For we have Ten Parts i in the King ; while youſJad t 
Cannot pretend, at moſt, to more than Tro. 


v 


* 
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ſhy then, ſince we the greater Number are, 
id ye deſpiſe us? and proceed fo far, | 5 
to bring back our Sov'reign Lord the King, 1 } 
ithout Conſulting us; and thereby bring | 
tempt upon us: ? Thus they Braul and Chide; Ja . 
id toſs tlie fiery Ball from Side to Side. 


t Jadalos Words, in this Contention, fell 
ore hot and fierce, than thoſe of 1/7 ael. 


7 0 
. . 
* * 
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OW needful *tis hot Anger to ſuppreſs! , 25am 
> Nor ſuffer Wrath to riſe into, Exceſs! 

et Not to give way to Paſſion ! ö Nor too high 

eſent an apprehended Injury! | WEL . 
luch leſs to let the Tongue, upon Debate, 5 
reak looſe, i in Words which may exaſperate. .. | 
de: Words oft times, like Hint on Steel, ſtrike Fire, 
youſſad thereby the Contention raiſe the higher. | | 


0. 


mall 


262 DAYVIDEIS Book 
2 Sam. So have I ſeen what from a Sparkle came, 
* by hot Breath into a furious Hame. 


T hs in the 8 Conteſt, it befell 
The Men of Judah and of Iſrael. qu 
The Men of Hrabel did Reſent too hight 
A ſlight Offence : Judah at them Let fly 
A Thunde'ring Lolh, in ſuch cutting Words, 
As wounded deeper than the ſharpeſt Swords ; 
And made the I/relites almoſt Repent, 


OS —ͤ 


That &er to wait upon the King they went. 


This bei'ng obſerv'd by Sheba, Bichri's Son, 
A Benjamite, who, thither that Day run 
Among the reſt : Not willing to let go | 
So fit a time, his ; fattions Mind to ſhow, 
le blew a Trumpet; and each Iſra elite, 
To freſh Rebellion, did thus Invite. 


"4 Ti 7 


No 0 Part | haye we in David. Nor Do 
We any Share now 1n the Son of Joſe... 


ined 
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ſherefore, O Iſrael, to your Tents betake 2 Sam. 
our ſelves forthwith; and Jeſſe's Son forſake. 


So ſpake this Man. of Belial, and fo did 

he Men of Jrabel: ftrait away they {lid 

rom David; and with nimble Paces run 

frer rebellious Sheba, Bichris Son. 

ut Judah Clave intirely to their King: 

id un in Honour fafely To did bring. . 1 2 


Being come Home, the firſt thing by him done, 
as to ſhut up thoſe Concubines, his Son 
kfiled had; to whom he did Allot 


t Maintenance: but thenceforth us'd them not. Wu ö 


That done, he did Amaſa to him Call 
hom he deſign d to make his General) 

IId bid him All the Men of Judah raiſe, 
Id bring them thither to him, in three Days. 
vay Amaſa went, But longer ſtaid: 

though what haſt he could, he therein made. 


ret . fg R 4 


The 
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2 Sar, The King, uneaſie at Amaſa s Stay e At 
(As knowing, Danger riſes from Delay) hat 
Abiſbai to him calPd, and bid him take 
The Forces ready. After Sheba make ſe i 
With all the Speed he could; left he ſhould get ſuf 
The fenſed _— his Treaſon to abet. f K 

hen 

out Marciyt Abiſhai, leading Joab's Men, ſd 
The Cherethites and Pelethites: but when, ut e 
' Upon the Way, Amaſe in did fall; | alle 
He led the Army on, as General. | dy 


Joab, not by the King exprelly ſent, - 

Yet, loving Action, with his Soldiers went. 

And, not Amaſa brooking (as indeed, 
He ne'er lik'd any, that ſhould him ſucceed) 
le fo the Matterorder'd, that his Sword, Pr 1 
In Marching, ſhould, as of its own accord, hic 
Drop from the Scabburd: up he ſnatclyt i, and he F 
Yn 2 it raten in bis Te ey 


it g 


4 | 
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Amaſa ſaw it: but ſuſpected not, | Nw | 
hat Joab therein had on him a Plot. 

x, taking it to be an Accident, 

e was, for his own Safety, leſs intent. 

ub advanc'd. And, under feigned ſhow 

f Kindnefs, ask't him, Brother, how doſt do? 
hen, by the Beard him taking, him he Buſs d: 

id therewithal his Sword into him thruſt. 

ut drop'd his Bowels : There Amaſa lay, 

allowing in his Blood, upon the Way. 

) dy'd a great and valiant Man: fo fell, 

7 n a Prince in Iſrael. 


et 


On Foab, with Abiſhai, went, in Queſt 

f Sheba ; leaving One, to tell the Reſt, 

at He, who favour'd Joab, and who was 

r David, after Joab on ſhould paſs. 

hich notwithſtanding, as the Men drew nigh 
ind te Place, where their ſlain General did ly; 


ey made an Halt: nor would a Step advance; | 
it gazing ſtood, like People in a Trance. 


Which 


2 


4 
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2 Sem. Which Toab's Man obſerving (as behoov'd) This 
20s 


Amaſa's Corps, out of the Way, remov'd 
Into a Field, and Covered it: Which done, 
The People ſtraitway after Joab run. 


Sheba,zmean while, through all the Tribes had ot t. 
And to the'City Abel came at laſt; 
Having pick't up the Berites, in his Way; 
Of his own Tribe, who meant with him to ſta 


To this ſtrong Place Joab cloſe Seige doth lay, 4 
And on the Wall his Batte'ring Rams do play. Ind 


Sheba, within, reſolves (but all in vain) nn 
The Town gainſt all Oppoſers to maintain. Ne I. 


The Serge grows hot; the Engines ſhake the WallYat F 
The next Aſſault is like to make it fall. fore - 
Which if it do, The Soldiers ſtrait ruſh in, | nec 
With Sword in Hand, and ſo the City win. 
That done, They, in their Heat, the People ſlay 
: And aftetwards, They ſeize upon the Prey. 


avi 
had 

e tole 
1 
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This well foreſeen was, by a City-Dame, 2 
ho, to prevent it, on the Bulwark came; 

d cry'd to the Beſeigers, Hear, O Hear: 

. ſpeak, I pray, to Joab to come near, 

at I with him may ſpeak. He ſtraitway came 

Mot thinking much to Parley with a Dame 

gh though he was) She, his Attention won, 
Antient Cuſtom urging, thus begun. 

la | | 
In old Time they (faid ſhe) were wont to ſay, 

18 Abel, ſurely, they will Counſel Pray; 

. Ind fo the Matter ended. Thus ſhe Nipt 

In neatly. For that He, in haſte, had ſlipt 

De Law of * Heraldry; which did provide, Heut. 
al Hat Peace ſhould firſt be offer'd, Fair Means try'd, e 
fore a Seige was laid. Which had he done, 

; needed not, this hoſtile Courſe have run. 


ſlaſfHaving thus gently pinched him, becauſe | 
had not well obſerv'd the Fecial Laws; 

: told him, though her Citizens, and She, 
Ich Faithful were and Peaceable : yet He 


Sought 
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74a Sought to deſtroy a City, known Full well 
To be a Mother too, in Iſrael. 


Then ask d him, How he could the Seige advance 
Toſi wallow up the Lord's Inheritance. 


This ſtartled Joab. Far, far be'it from me, 
That I ſhould Swallow or Deſtroy, cry'd he. 
The Matter is not ſo. But ye Prote& 
A Rebel who King David doth Reject. C 
Sheba, the Son of Bichri, is his Name 
+. (To you, and all true Hraelites, a Shame) 
Deliver him alone, and I, in pity - | an 1 
To you, will Raije my Seige, and free your Cit 


Nay, faid the Woman, ſure, if that be all: 
His Head ſhall be thrown to thee o'er the Wall. 
Then to her Citizens the Woman went, 

And did to them fo wiſely repreſent eh 
The Cafe, their Danger; which ſo cloſe ſhe p Th 
That Sheba's Head they forthwith off did Cut, eſe t 
And oer the Wall i it unto Nab threw : 
At light whereof he ſtrait a Trumpet blew, 

So WV 


Mon! 


ich rais'd the Seige. All to their Tents Retire. 24. 
Momans Wiſdom juſtly all admire. 
nee | 


: CHAT. IM. 

HESE two Rebellions quelled, which of late 
Gave ſuch Diſturbance to the Civil State; 

e Court nem modell d was, Removes were made 


Miniſters, ſome Old aſide were laid. 
y fierce Joab (who was now more Bold, 


an Welconrto the King) his Place will hold. 


Cit 


\ fanding Army David Muſter'd then, * TY 
aſiſting of Three Hundred Thouſand Men. \_ 

ich into Twelve Brigades divided were: 

fwering to the Twelve Months of the Year. | 
ach Brigade were twice Twelve Thouſand, and 

-p : Thouſand Officers did them Command. 

ut, eſe took their Turns, in times of Peace, to be 

Month on Duty : and from thenceforth free, 


Ee 


I: 
Tall 


ö 


W SD — wr 
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1Cbron Till that Month came again. Thus, once a ye 
27. : 

. Each Brigade, did at Court, in Arms appear. 


But All, in time of War, did ready ſtand, ranc 
On ſound of Trumpet to obey Command. ot] 
Theſe to the Field King David often drew, 

His Enemies, on all ſides, to ſubdue. he 


2 Sn Four Fields he with the Philiſtins did Fight, 
Iu each of which they brought a Man of * 

An Anakim, One of Goliab's Race; 

Whom David's Warriours did not only Chaſe: 

But ſinglc-handed did them ſingly Slay; - 
And, each time, bore the Victory away. 


We read of Britiſh Arthur, and his Table 

Of Warlike Knights (which ſome account a Fab 

But grant it true:) They never might compar 

With David's Worthies, as their Deeds declare 

2 Soy Which whoſo liſts may, if he pleaſe to look, 
ron Read, at his leiſure, in the Sacred Book. 


11. 
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Not leſs. concerned was this pious King 2 Saw, 
''s Honour to promote; His Praiſe to Sing; 


rance his Worſhip; Celebrate his Name ; 
| others, with like Godly Zeal, Inflame. 


e 


he Ark of God (which long before had been 
e Scorn and Scourge of the proud Philiſtin, 

t. with Abinadab had ſince remain'd ; 

o for his Entertaining it had gain'd 

at Bleſſings from the Lord) the Zealous King, 
th Iſrael and Judah, went to bring 

to Jeruſalem : but, through Miſtake, 

ing, the Sacred Law they plainly brake. 


> 


Jj 


ſhe Levites (Sons of Kphath) ought to bear 

: Ark, upon their Shoulders, They, to ſpare 

ir Shoulders (learning the Philiſtian Art) 

Mk not to Clap the Art into a Cart. 

s Ark they truſt to tumbling Oxen, which 

ht have the Ark o'erthrown into a Dich. 

: Oxen's ſtumbling causd the Ark to ſbate,; 

l meaning Uzz4h Care thereof doth take: 
Puts 


l Left it at Obed-Edom? S; who Was bleſt, 5 
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2Sen. Puts forth his Hand, and holds it, left it fall. We h 


He is truck Dead: and that affrights them all, Kat 
eg, | | b ave 


272 


N The Lord's a Soꝛꝰreign Prince; and won't pern 
That Man ſhould vary from his Law a whit. Im 
The Law was plain and eaſy; all muſt ſay, r. 


The Fault upon the Levites only lay. Ita 
Diſpleas'd was David that through their defau't, /! 
So great a Plague was on poor Uzzah brought. 
And ſince the Breach by God himſelf was made, (ng 


David was alſo of the Lord afraid. 

Leſt of the matter he ſhould diſapprove, 
Ass well as manner, een the Arts Remove. 
Not daring therefore at that time, to bring 
The Art unto Jeraſalem, The King re t 


This 


During the time the Ark with him did reſt. 
| 5 "GK; 1 loo 


But three Months after, on a bertey Thought, Nie fo 
The Ark into Jeruſalem was brought dem 
Pun 


3 its due order; and was placed there 
In a fair Tent, which Daz did prepare. 


it, 
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he, before he would attempt again, 
hat he before attempted had in vain, 
avening Prieſts and Levites, did declare, 


e bat the Levites ought the Ark to bear. 


em therefore Charg d, themſelves to ſanctify, 
t to the Art they ſafely might draw nigh, 
take it up: which had they done before; 
had not ſuffer'd what they now. deplore. 
n on they go, and, as they go, Rejoyce, 
ing on Inſtruments, with Sound of Voice. 


zut none, of all the Company, more glad 
gear d to be, than David ; who was clad 
Linen Ephod, and did Leap and Dance 
xe the Ark, with joyful Countenance. 


| looking on him with diſdainful Eyes, 
demn'd, her Life in Barrenneſs to paſs. 


Puniſhment indeed ! which her did bind 
m Bearing him, who was to fave Mankind, 


[his Dref, and Geſture, his Wife, Michal, ſpies; 


e forth in Taunting Terms. For which ſhe was 


8 "Thy © 
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'2 8 n. The Ark thus brought, and with triumphant Grac 
And due Devotion, ſettled in its Place 
The pious King, who did before it dance, 
Now ſtudied how God's Honour. to nn. 
1 * The Pri and Levites tie deus . 
(As he before had done His Martial Forces) 
To each their ſeveꝰral Service he Aſſign'd, 
Which they ſhould Execute, with willing Mi 
Some to Burat Offerings and Sacmſces ; Fo 
With Rites belonging to thoſe Exerciſes. 
On Inſtruments of Afuſick ſome to play, 
And Praiſe the Lord, upon each /olemn: Day. 
To Prayer, ſome. Some, to (Give Thanks. Some, te 
The Lord, and his great Wonders to Expreßß. 
lou 
. Nor - Raid he here... His right Religions MindY;eq+ 
To Build an; Houſe! for. J/ng'e!'s God, igclin'd. von 
A Sacred Temple He. deligtd.to build. noc 
Which with Wabeſtick Gorg ould ne all b 
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This Godly Purpoſe of his Royal Heart 
ſhe good King, to the Prophet did impart, 
The Prophet, Nathan; of the Motion glad, 
ſhat he might Vigour to the King's Mind add; 
oo haſtily, without Command) faid, Go, 
Ind what is in thine Heart to do, that do: 
„ God. is with thee. The good Man, I wiſs, + 
hrough es Deſire to have! it b. e a = 
yards, £7 H, 1 
For hs ſame N * the Lord ub es * 
o tell his Servant David (Which he did) 


bar in thine Heart ir was, an g e wl 2] 


0me, wherein to Celebrate my Praiſece 


by Will, by me, is taken for tlie Decl. 
ou ſhalt not Build the Houſe? for Thou haſt led 
eat Armies to the Pield, much Bie haſt ſhed. 
ut when thy Head is laid, A peaeeful King, 
ho of thy Seed, and from thy Loins ſhall ſpring, 
all build my Houſe; which muſt be built in Peace. 
o Builds for God, from War and Blood muſt ceaſe. 


S 2 Submiſſive 


2 


7 
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Chief Fathers; Captains, Rulers, to expreſs. 


'Young Soloman, with plain; Direction, 
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Submiſſive David, with an humble Mind, 
Intirely to the Will of God reſign' d; 
In ſolemn Manner, did to God Expreſss 
His hearty Thanks, and his great Name did Ble{ 
And ſtill, with Diligence, himſelf Apply'd, 
Materials, for the Building to provide. 
Gold, Silver, Precious Stones, Braſs, Iron, Wot 
Of divers Sorts: Whatever ſeemed Good SH 
For choiceſt Uſe, He in abundance Stor'd, 
Won, from his Enemies, by Dint of Sword. 
To which he added ſo much of his on, 
As dre his Princes (When it once was known) 


Tel 
Vhic 
he 


By their free Offerings, their Tbanifulneſ. 
All which, the King delirerd to his Son, 


What he:thereof ſhould to each Uſe apply. pon 
Which keeping to, he could not Tread awry. If pi 


* . 
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Y Wring the Reign of David, there had been, 25 _ | 
Three Years ſucceſfiv'ly (no Eaſe between) 

| raging Famine; which did fore oppreſs 

he re and 1 brought _ to diſtreſs. 


The long Duration of this — Dearth 
hich Pin'd the People, and defac'd the Earth) 
ade David, of the Lord, the Cauſe Enquire, 
hich againſt Iſrdbel, had provok'd his Ire. 
he Anſwer was, It was for Faithleſs Saul, 
ind for his bloody Houſe, this Plague did ©. 
Ppoon them: for as much as, in deſpite BD AT 
vry.Þt — —_ He 2 51 the e 


vn) 


oa 


4 W 


| How; Ga n he teas Fact oma, 
H not deliver'd in the Sacred Wii." {LESLEY 


FY —_— Only 


= — — — ——' PQ u . 22 — ——— 
— — 


2 Sam. 


*28em. The Sorcerers, andi Wizards * off did cut. 


28. 


Good Jab 4, and the Were, did — 
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Only we read, Saul did it in his Zeal vine 


For ez and e — Weal. hic 


On cw wa. * 
a — 


Some think he Aid it, when to Death he put 


hei 


"T 'hough | when that too was done, 1 15 not * * 
In Holy Writ, to be Aſoertain d here. 
9 0 Eb ti,: 1 mot 

The antes were not o . IV = 
Although They with the Iſraelites did dwell. 
They, of the Amorite, a Remnant were, 
A People, farb Sword“ was not to — by 
Which they fore: Knowing, by a crafey Nu, 5 


7 


T heſe, Sang * nbeſſalers Si came 
From a far &ountry, did a Som Frame; 
That they ſo long, had on their Journey been, 
That their Proviſions (which was plainly ſeen) 
C corrupted were. heir Breadgwhich, Hat from Horne 1 1 
They faid th they brought, Was Moulay now become for 


* * 
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Vine Bottles Old, Rent and bound wp, they ſnew: 2 fan. 

hich they affirm'd, when they came out were Nom: 

heir Tatter*d Cloaths, and Clouted Shooes, did make 

he 1/r#elites give Heed to what they ſpake. 

d, being by this Straragem betray'd, 

unadviſed League They with them made, e 

0 Let them Live: And bound it with an Oath, 

he Breach of which would unto divi ine Wrath | 

bject th* Infractors. For the Princes Sware 

the Lord God of Jrael, who'll not ſpare 
he Man, or People, that iz vain ſhall take 
is Sacred Name: but them Examples make. 


Ut 


ell near four Hundred Years this League was kept 
violate, till all the Judges ſlept; 

nd the good Prophet Samuel was gone 
0 Reſt; and wicked Saul Ufurp'd the Throne. 
„ For after Saul, by God, Rejected was 5 | 
) s Reign muſt but for Uſurpatyps paſs) _ | 
2mgjud probably it was not very ng TIE 
une fore ** End, he did this mn Wong... 


Win 2 It 5 84 | 7 For 
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What 'twas, that on the Land this Judgment drei 


For Juſtice God regards. And therefore He, 


—: , WARD No 
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For had it early been, it may be thought, 
The Puniſhment had in his time been brought. 


When now King David, on Enquiry, knew 


He call'd the Gibeonites, and bid them ſay, 
What they would have him do, to take away 
The Guilt of Blood, And how he might Atone, 
For the Injuſtice Saul to them had done: 
That, Satisfaction given, They might bleſs 
The Lord's Inheritance, with ſuch Succeſs, 
That He, Appeaſed, might his heavy Hand 
Remove, and Smile again upon the Land. 


How low ſoccer the Wronged Party be, | 
Will Righted have, before he will remove 
TAS Rod, whoa. he mn C haſtiſe in Love, 


# 


The Gibeonites _ d, We neither ſeek 
Saubs Gold on Sik; nor deſire to Reek 


Revenge upon i Iltoue⸗ Nor ist our Will, 


That, for our ſakes, thou any Man ſhould'ſt killoth 
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Iſrael. But this is what we Crave, 1:1. =o 
he only Thing, which we deſire to have. Ny 
he Man who us ſo cruelly Anoy'd, 

nd who would us intirely have deſtroy d, 

t Seven of his Sons, without delay 

xlive'red be to us, that them we may 

y Eng ap, in Gibeah, unto the Lord. 

ne, Jo their Demand King David did Accord. 


. 


W 
rey 


Small Choice He had, out of Saul's Houſe, to take 
* Men, Atonement for Saul's Sin to make. 
lephiboſheth, He had a ſpecial Care, 

or Jonathan his Father's ſake, to ſpare : 

laving Regard to Friendſhip, and the Oath,* Sam. 
ſhich long before had paſs'd between them both. 


Ove. Of all SauPs Sons, but Two were now alive 
nhappy They, that they did him ſurvive, 
0 undergo an Inominio 15 Death 
r his Offence; ) Of theſe Mephiboſherh, 
1, Je Vounger, was: Armoni was the other: 
killſoth Sons of Rizpah, their aMited Mother. 


Five 


20. 42. 


2 Sams Five Sons of Merab, to make up the Tale, 
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He pitch't upon. Merab might well bewail 
Her double Loſs. Of David firſt, and then Ir \ 
Of her Five: Sons: A ſet of proper Men. e e 
For had ſhe Married David (which, of right, 
She ſhould have done) She, without queſtion mig W. 
Have ſtill enjoy'd her Sons: Her ſelf have been te 
A joyful Mother, and a topping Queen. to 
| | . 7 
The Number thus made up, the King Commandyget 
They ſhould delivered be into the Hands N 
Of the wrong d Gibeonites; They, in a Word, d ( 
Hang d them up, Man by Man, before the Lordggd I 


Tun 
* 
ich 
EL 


This needful Execution was: done, 
When Barley Harveſt was but new begun; 
And the dead Bodies being to remain 
Unburied, till the Lord, by. ſending Rain 
(The want of which was 


Should his Acceptance ſhew, and, Bleſs the Farth 2 
Religious Ripab, that ſhe might defend 

Them from all Danger, on them did . 

Puri 


2771 


ring the time, as well by Night as Day. 2 Sa. 
t neither Bird, nor Beaſt, might on them prey. 

jr which End, on the Rock, where they lay dead, 
x a Pavilion did, of -Sackcloth, ſpread. 


Which pious Act of hers when David heard / 
ſter the Lord Propitio'us had appear'd) 25 
took the Bones of Saul, which did remain 
Jabeſh Gilead (where they long had lain) 
gether with the Bones of SFonathain, b . 
Noble Friend (a brave and worthy Man) 
d Gathering up the Bones of theſe, who now 
d Hanged been: He on them did beſtow / 
funeral; and did them all Interr 
Kiſb their Fathers proper Sepulcher. | 
ich done, according to the King's Command: 5 
— Was mere to Bleſs * the > Land. 


Who 
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"HEN now the Lord had his Anointed Blei tc 
As well with inward Peace, as outward Ref 
Having ſubdy' d his Enemies, and made ET 
His Neighbours, round. : about him, all afraid 
Him to Offend: So that he now could ſay be 
Ne- 4 Unto his Friends, This # the happy Day * 
The Lord hath made; Let us, with tuneful Voi vice, 
Aud thankful Heart, in this his Day Rejoyce, 


2 $4. 
24» 


When to this peaceful. State, th happy King © Th 
Arrived Was, that he could Hyeetly Sing nd | 


% o<r >< wv 


And on * Harp Melodious Muſick made: : 0 h. 
The reſtleſs Adverſary of Mankind umi! 
(Who Miſchief always had tg Man deſign' d) detul 
Envy'ing che Happineſs which now befel, 
Under ſo good a King, poor 1/rael ; 
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jid with a Thought his Royal Breaſt inſpire, 

ich quickly ſet both Heart and Head on Fire. 
t kindled in hitn an ambitious Mind _ + 
o know his Strength, and ſtrongly him inclin'd 
o Number all his People, ſuch as are x8 
ler to bear Arms, and Muſter'd be for War. "x 


el 


Ts 


To Foab dase as his G 
e gave Command to Go, and Number all 
he People, fit for War, in every Tribe; 
ind, in a Muſter-Roll, their Names deſcribe: 
hat He might thereby know (vain Mind, al _ 
ow Strong, in Military Force, he 'was. 


The Snare, which David ſaw not, Joab faw ; 
id labour d David from it to withdraw: _ 
laiqhut all in vain. The King was fully bent - 0 
o have his Will: Joal about it went 
mines: 3 and, in ſome Ten Month's Time, . 

d) n ſhew'd the King his frm, & Crime. 
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| Fuck Shall * Three Years more of Famine in thy Lal 


ey For he no ſooner | the Heoount gave in, 
But David, Simitten in Himſelf, His Sit 
Confeſſing, ſaid, I ſinned greatly avs 
Is that mhich I have done. And now I Crave 
Thy Pardon, Lord: and do oſt humbly Pray, 
That 'Thow'lt le pleas'd to take: my Sin way. ' 
Ah! Senſible J am, that herein! 
Hove Err'd, aud: dont extceding ene be 
Mg 10m V bas O bn br: J 
Next —_— God, in high bree ſe 
His Prophet, to denounce a Puniſhment | 
To Davil for his Sin. The Prophet goes, 
And thus His Meſſage doth do him — jal 


Thus {aid the Lord, Three Sorts — 
< I ſet before ther; and am fully Bent 
One of them to inflict: but leave to thee 
The Choice, which of them ſhall inflied be 
« Chook terefdle one ;"WhicH! I may to cee do 
9 For thy Offene mal not Urpuniſtdi 80. | 


(Which Three Years hath already ſuffer'd) ſtar 


c 
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)Riwilt Thou, for Three Months Ro ep: ee. 
tefore thine Enemies, and Chaſed be? 

)R ſhall, throughout thy Land, the e | 
or Three Days rage, to puniſh thine Offence ? | 
des advisd, hid God, think well whas Wert, | 
all, from e Return unto the Lore. 


Here the Gradation a as — 18171 
om Months to Days, and unto Months from Tears. 
ee Months of bloody War, tis likely, may 
many, as Three Tearr of Famine, ſlaxy. 4 
d Three Days Peſtilence accounted are | | | 
ual to Three Monch: of e n. | 
Great was ihe Straight poor! . Devids now was in 1 
h! What but Struights attends pri ſumptuous Sin dg) 
hich of the Three to Chooſe, He's unprepar'd. 
| we: was Error. But the Choice ee 
10 ebnen; 03m; 3 — 
I amine * Land had felt too nes deſire f ; 
Laffiat too would firft, and moſt, affect the 6 


; _ Himſelf 


me 


be 
e do 


{tan 


C | 
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7 Himſelf it would not Reach; to whom, he kn T! 

The Rod was chiefly, if not only, due. ro 
Like Reaſon was of War. In Perſon He 


Might be, for-Fhree-Months time, from Danger; th. 


Beſides, if Hel ſhould be beat, and fly- Wl 
So long and oft: it might the Evemy he 


1 Embolden, of their Strength, or Cauſe, to 50e 


And to Rlaſphemè the Lord, the God of Hoſts. ke - 
£0 Wil 213: 201d 5 444 Sac 
Theſe therefore wavꝰd, the King reſolv'd, at Hl o 


Himſelf into the Hand of God to Caſt. 

Into the Hand of God, faid He, let's fall; 

And humbly unto him for Mercy call. 

His Mercy's great. I, by Experience, know 

He will, upon Repentance, Mercy ſhow. 

In Him I truſt. To Him, diſtreſt I fly: 

And on his tender Mercies I rel. 

But let me not into the Hands of Man 
Be caſt: for He will do the Worſt he can. 


4 __ 14 [ 
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The Choice thus made, the Peſtilence is ſent 2. 

roughout the Land; the Angel ſwiftly went, | 

raving his flaming Sword, whereby there fell 
enty Thouſand Men in Iſrael, 
three Days time. But when the Angel came 

o ſhake his Blade againſt Jeraſalem 3 = 

he Royal Cty, the Imperial Satt, 

he Cabinet of what was Choice and Great). ) 

he mournful King, with Iſrael's Elders, Cad 

Satk-Cloth, with their Countenances ſad, 

I on. their Faces, at the dreadful Sight 

that devouring Blade, ſtretch'd out, to ſmite 

he People: And the trembling King thus pour'd 

s Supplication forth before the Lord. 


, 4 
was 4, 


(Ah! Am not I the Man, that gave Command 

he People ſhould be Numb red tho) the Land? 
Tis even I, that did this Sin Commit. 1691 01 

0 that, I ozh, ſuffer might for it! 

n me, and on my Houſe, O Lord, I pray, 

e ws, for what remains, thy Hand to lay! 


D (| 137 : 1531 p F 0 But 
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2 
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4. 


ven. © But not upon thy People in this City. 
h! on theſt harmleſs Sheep, I pray have Py 


It is. enough!” No lot Kane ee be n be 


Ceme towa' rds him; on the ground himſelf did fli 


DA DET * 


And let not them be plagu'd for my Offen ce: 
L Aocept my Pray” r. Ae * ee 
SMES gu 303 nνjẽ¾, ], e 27 

This earneſt- Süß pda Heabn bite * 
And the Remainder of the Doom Revers d. by 
The Lord, Repenting, on the' Angel ſaid, hat 


X SOLES) 219517 12. 


The Angel tes, whe this —_ Word Wis give 
By Ou Tlireſhinig Floor; tw ixt Earth & Hear 0 
And Ornaw (c Hraunubh); hen he ſpy'd 
The Angel, rau, wirty his Four Sons, kind 


But Dod beyng by Gal inſtructed, went Iſtea 
To buy the Thrbfhing : Floor; with full Intent Ine 
To rear an Alter, in that very Place © |; fur 
Unto the Lordi and there to ſee his Face. 

tg I bio O A⁰ν you © bag Im 0 Na 
 'Artrinaby lookibg forth,” and frePng: the King Bey 
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he Cauſe Enquiring, which him thither brought ; 2 as 
7 nch, in ſo n a Prince, mr great be thought, 
My Bus nes | * reply'd this King, to Buy | 
f thee thy Threſhing-Floor, that thereon L 
y. Raiſe an Altar to the Lord, and ſee 
by Peace-Offr rings, He appeas'd will be. 
hat fo, his jaſt Diſpleaſure being alla yd, 
he Plague, inflicted on us, may be Sas 


0, aid A 10 my RYE 1 as; 

cept the Ground: Fliou needeſt Nothing brug 
e Oxen, for Burnt- Offerings; and the Wheat, - 

or the Mat- Offering, take too, I entre. 
he Threſhing Inftruments may ſerve the turn, 
ſtead of Mood, the Offerings to Burn, 

! mayſt thou by the Lord accepted be 
_ as theſe, are rw. giv? 'n we me. 


5 Nay, Hold, aid David, Do x not think chat 1 


ing Begging came? * came indeed 1 buy : 
1 ff | 


* 5 And 
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251m. And buy I will; and that too at fall Price. 


Vouchſaf d to Anſwer him by Five, Whioli cat 
”" a. @ © \ F 
From Heav'n, upon the Altar, in a Flame. 


I0 ſerve the King. And tho' the Lord though} 
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What's not mine onn'1 will not Sacrifice. 
Nor will I that which did me Nothing Coſt, 
Pretend to Offer to Oy Lord of — 11 
The Price then ſet, and Sal, an Alta there 
King Pavid to the Lord his God did rear! 
And thereon Offered to appeaſe the Loid, 
Burnt-Offerings indPeice-Oferings, and Tmplc 
His gracious Pardon. And the Lord, who knen 
That David's Hedtt was right, his Sorrow: true, 


By which he fhew'd;; his Anger was appeas'd: 
And He, with David's pro pthe was yu d. 
if 07 EO offs l 10 Tr 


C 


Thus ceagd the Plagie with IO Tho AT 1 
By which 'fo many fewer did remain 


To ſpare the Man, that did tlie 57 Commit 
Yet, in his Mig h State, in part he Dyd;, 
At leaſt was wounded through his Peoples Side 


% 
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or Kings and Subjects are Cor-Relatives; 7 Jo 
he-one mult Die, unleſs the other Lives. 

erein however, Divine Providence 

uited the Puniſhment to the Offence : 

hat ſince, of Numbers, David fain would boaſt, 

e of his Number Seve'nty Thouſand loſt. 


1 oo V. 


CHAP. VI, 


A GE now, and the Expence of Blood in War, 1x; 
To Weakneſs had reduc'd the King fo far : 
hat, "though againſt the Cold they did him Arm 

ith ſtore of Cloths,they feator could keep him warm, 
Therefore they for a fair young Virgin ſought, 
Vhom, having found, unto the King they brought. 
ler Name Abiſbag was, A Shunamite, 

„tho on the King ſhould wait, botli Day and N ight. 

= ſtood at hand, to ſerve him, all the Day; 

jad, when My _ ws in 1 his Dos lay : 


* 3 Cap Whereby 
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10. Whereby her natwral Heat ſhe did impart 
Unto the King; which did refreſh his Heart, 


Thus led ſhe a Cancubinary Life: 
Yet did the King not Nom her, as a Wife. 


| His eldeſt Son, then living, was a Prince 
Of an aſpiring Mind; who, ever ſince 

The Death of Abſalom, Himſelf did hold 
Heir to the Crown : and thereupon grew bold. 
His Name was Adonijah; which doth found 
A Ruling Lord: and ſich he would be found. 
A goodly Man, for. Perſonage, was He: 
And from Correction had been always free. 
For the King's Lenity to him was ſuch, 

He never had diſpleaſed Him, ſo much 

As but to fay unto Him, O my Son, | 
What is the Canſe, Tho 4 ſo, or ſo haſt done? 


He long had caſt his ING ooh the throne, 


As Counting, if not Calling it, His own. 


And Reckon'd He fuſtain d no little Wrong, 


In that h& Father fate upon't ſo long. 
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But now, his Father's Age, and feeble State, 
Made him Reſolve, He would no longer wait; 
But take Poſſeſſion of the Royal Crown : 
Aſcend the 'Fhrone, and 'Thruft his Father donn. 


In order thereunto, he did provide 
Chariots and Horſmen (for both Guard and Pride ) 
And Fifty Men, who ſhould before bim Run. 
Line. as his Brother * had done. 5 


Then into che Conſpiracy he drew 
Joab, his Father's General; who, he knew, 
Among the Soldie'ry great Inte'reſt had; 
And to his Cauſe, could Strength and C redit add. 
Abiathar, the Prieſt, He alſo got 
To Joyn with him; and Conſecrate his Plot. 


Both He and Joab had ſtood right before, 
When Abſalom Rebell'd: and to Reſtore 
The King, they labour'd hard, unto his Crown. 
What pity *twas they now the Pail kick't domn. 
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Joab, indeed, ſome Colour miglit pretend 
For his Defection. He might Apprehend, Pho. 
(Not without Reaſon) ſince he loſt his Place, 


He ſtood but /49ffy in the Royal one.” Tt 
But for the Prieft, No Caufe, as yet, Ii ſee; and 
Which might, in his Excuſe, alledged be: ſhe 
Unleſs it were what doth among ſuch run, nte 
An Aptneſs to Alore the Riſing Sun. Vit! 
David Declind apace; ready to Set. „ler, 
Young Lo my * to 5 ind 


Both Sheep and Oxen. And he to it drew 


Tha. 
And now, the Plor bei'ng Ripe, the Time at han{ſ\nd, 
Wherein he mean't All Iſrael to Command. nd, 


He made a Royat Feaſt: fat Cattle ſlew, atc 
Ther 


His Brethren, the King's Sons (een eve'ry One The 
Of them, excepting only Solomon) | 


And. with them Joab and Abiathar : Ce 


And all the Men of Judah, though they were Aft. 


Ihe King's own Servants: and with them too mand, 


Of the brave Captains of his Father's Hoſt ;- he, 


| Wh 
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ho, when the Wine their Spirits did inflame, . 
Should . for their King, proclame. 


juſt in the Nick, the Prophet, Nathan, got 
\n Inkling of this Execrable Plot : 

ind wiſely weighing, how he might prevent 
ſhe dire Effects thereof, away he went 

nto Queen Bath-ſheba; and her ſurpriz/d 
Vith the Relation of it: then Advisd 

ler, to the King immediately to go, 

ind open, to the King, the Matter ſo, 


7 


That He the Danger deeply in may take; 
nan{Þnd, to prevent it, due Proviſion make. 

ind, added he, whilſt thou yet ſpeaking art 
ato the King, Pll come, and take thy part. 
[hen Her inſtructiſit, How ſhe ſhould begin 
ne Phe Matter; He went off : and ſhe went 1. 


0 Z 


Come to the Preſence of the King, ſhe Bow'd 
After ſuch nner as was then allowed) 
mo nd, being by'the King Ask't, What ſhe would ? 
he, in ſuch Terms as theſe, her Bus'neſs told. 


* 
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And he hath Oxen, and fat Cattle, ſlain 


ings Thoudidſt, my Lord, untothine Handmaid ſwarl 


By the Almighty (who doth Witneſs bear) Inte 
That, after thee, thy Servant Solomon Sen 
« Should Reign, and ſit upon his Father's Throne H 
Vet now, behold, doth Adonijah Reign. | 
1 
© In great abundance, and a Feaſt hath made: 
* To which thy Sons, O King, are all betray'd, 
That they may-own his Title (all but one, 1. 
Who is left out, thy Servant Solomon * Ot 
But, upon thee, my Lord O King, the Eyes I 


* Of Iſrdel are; that Thou, before Thou dies, I Fc 
should'ſt plainly tell them Who, when thou art gon A 
Shall thee ſucceed, and fit upon thy Throne. FF Al 


Which, if to do, my Lord the King ſhould fail U. 
And Adonijals Treaſon ſhulfl prevail: | 
Wen Thou, my Lord, ſhalt with thy Fathers ſl 
(At thought whereof I cannot chooſe but weep 
It then ſhall come to paſs, Offenders We, 
* I and my Son, ſhall then reputed be, 


W. 
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While ſhe yet ſpake, the Prophet Nathan came MON 1 
Into the Anti- chamber; and, his Name 

zent in, he did for quick Admittance ſue : 

ne And, being introduc't, the Queen withdrew. 


re 


Then to the King the Prophet (having paid 
he uſual Reverence in thoſe Times made) 

hus ſpake ; My Lord, O King, Doft thou ordain 
That Adonijal, after thee, ſhall Reign? 

Or haſt Thou ſaid, When I to Reſt am gone? 
[ will that He ſhall fit upon my Throne ? 

For He, this Day, hath made a Royal Feaſt, 
And to it hath Invited many a Gueſt; 

All the King's Sons (Except Prince Solomon) 
Unto his Feaſt, at his Requeſt, are gon. 

Joab too, and the C aptains of the Hoſt, 

He doth Caref; not ſparing any Colt. 

Nor is Abiathar, the Prieſt, the Leaſt 

Among his Gueſts ; to Ble, the Traitè rous Feaſt. 
All whom that he may richly Entertain, 

He hath abundance of fat Cattle ſlain. 
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i Kings They Eat, Drink, Sing, loud Acclamations give; 
© Crying, Long may . . live. 


390 


: But me thy Ser vant, and' thy better Son 
oY (Beſt of thy Sons) the brave Prince Solomon, 


He hath not Call'd, Nor Zgdok, the good Prieſt, 


Nor yet Benajah, to his treacherous Feaſt. 


Is this thing, by my Lord's Appointment done, 


And thou haſt not it to thy Servant ſhown ? 
Or hath aſpiring Adonijah choſe 
This time, to ſeize the Crown, and thee Depoſe ? 


He ſtopt. But what had been already ſaid, 
On the King's Mind a deep Impreſſion made. 
He had not yet the ſad Effects forgot, 

Of his Son Abſalom's dilloyal Plot; 
How hard it with him went; what Dangers He 
Was in; How he was fain for's Life to flee : 
Which now (ſo weak he was) He could not do 


Bo 
( 


TI 
Onl 
By 


But mult, whate'er befell him, undergo. Mi 


He therefore, ta this Sore, reſolv'd to? apply 
A ſbecan, and effectual Remedy. 


(10 
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NY Go, call me Barh-ſhebs, ſaid He, The Dame, 1 
Upon the Call, ineontinently came, | | 
And ſtood before him (Nathan out was gone ro T.. x 
Leaving the King and ,Bath-ſheba alone) 1 
To whom the King thus Spake. (and, with an Oath 

elt pid what he ſpake Confirm, between them bot) 


** 
_ — 


ny As the Lord lives, who me from all Diſtreſs 
(Which I with humble Heart, to Him Confeſs) 
Redeemed hath; Een as to thee before, 
By the Lord God of Iſrael T'fwore, 
* Aſſuring thee that Solomon, thy Son, 
i, should me. ſucceed, and ſit upon my Throne: 
That will I certainly Perform this Day; 
© Thine Eye ſhall ſee it done, without delay. 


He The Queen, moſt humble Reve'rence having aces 
Only; Lang live my Lord Ning David, ſaid. 

do By which, we may ſuppoſe, ſhe wiſh'd that He 

2 _ os mono on; and be from Troubles free. 


But 


(10 
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„But He, upon the Matter more intent, hen 
For Zadok, Nathan and Benajah ſent. ay 
To whom he gave in Charge, that they ſhould ſtrai 
Take of his Servants, both for Strength and State, An 
sufficient Numbers; and ſhould Cauſe his Son Nhe 
(The Lord's Beloy'd, Jedidiah) Solomon, SW 
On the King? 8 Mule, in Royal Pomp, to ride m 
(The Prieſt and Prophet 'walking by his Side, nd 1 
With tlie King's Grards before him and Behind, N. ©! 
And all the People, that were well-inclin'd). 
Until they came to Gilon, a ſmall Stream, 
Which did the Court part from Jeruſal em. 
Let Ladoł there, and Nathan, Him Anoint 
King over Iſruel: for Him I appoint:. 
Said David, in my ſtead, upon my Throne 
"BY ſit ; and henceforth take it for his own. 


* CY i 1 d: 7 
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| Andi aan: he is Audinted, 10 n "I Th 
The Trumpet, and let all the People round, In £ 
With joyful Acclamations, Call upon 
The Lord, and fay, God ſave Ring Solomon. 
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hen bring him up, that He, as I ordain, 1s. 
ay over pa and FOR on % | 


8 Reply'a "OY ani, 0 may 
he Lord God of my Lord fo alſo ſay. 

; With my Lord the King, the Lord hath 1 5 
5 may he too with Solomon be ſen 
nd may his Throne tranſcend thy Throne as far; 
J other Thrones to thine Inferior are, 


i1 
Au, 


This ſaid, Away they Al together go, 

alot the Prieſt, Nathan the Prophet too; 
aptain- Benajah, with the King' s Life-Guard, © 
he Cherethites and Pelerbites, prepar d | 
he King's Command to Execute : and Thoſe, 
0 ſlay, who ſhould them in the Work opp 


4 
The Prief, out + of the Tabernacle, tools 
n Horn of Oyl; and down to Guben Boot 


hey lead Prince Solomon, in Royal State : 
rieſt, Propher, People gladly on him wait. 


| 


| 10. Come to the Place, the Prieſt upon his Head, 


Him forth in publick, to Proclame him King ; 
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From out his Horn, the Sacred Oy! did ſhed. 
The Trumpet then was blown, and thereupon 
The People Cry*d, God ſave King Solomon. 
Then were all Throats diſtended ; and the ſound 8 
Of 'Trumpets was, by that of Voices, drown'd. 
Obſtrep'rous Noiſes through the Air did Break; Nhe 
And their tranſporting Joys did loudly ſpeak. 17 
Such Acclamations made! Such Shouts were giv'n Way 
As ſeem'd to Rend the Earth, and Pierce the Heat he 


CHAP. vn. 


v this time Adonijah, and the Reſt 
Who had been Enter tained at his Feaſt, 
Having done Eating, ready were, to bring 


ad { 


Buoy d up with Confidence of the Succels, = 


Having a Prieſt with * the Work to Bleſ-l 


= 
1 


ind the old General, Joab, at their Head, 
he Military Forces up to lead. 
hen, on a ſuddain, the rebounding Cries, 
f Solomon's Attendance, them ſurprize. 
d Whey heard, and ſtarted: and the more they Hear, 

The more they're with Amazemert ſtruck, and Fear. 
; What, ſaid old Joab (when he heard the Sound 

f Trumpets, & the Noiſe, which that Noiſe drown'd) 

vn Way we ſuppoſe the Caule of this to be? 
he City in an Uproar ſeems to me. 


While he yet ſpake, Came One unto the Door 
ho had been proling out, ſome time before) 
nathan (who was Son unto the Prieſt 

ſiathar, of Traytors not the leaſt) 

ho having been abroad upon the Scout, 

ad ſeen the Work the City was about. 


5 


he 
. 


Him Adonijah ſeeing, ſaid Come in, 
d tell us what the Matter is. Begin: 


leſs: | 
4 thou a Man of noted Valour art, 


A ehh Good Tidings doſt impars = \ 
: U Say, l 


e Say, What's the Bus'neſs? Ah, alas! faid He, 
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His 
© My Tidings now will not be Good to thee, Bel 


For verily, Our Lord King David now E 
* Hath Solomon made King. Then told him Howſſry, 
Where and by Whom, it managed had been ; 
And what, relating to't, he had Heard or ſeen, 
Adding, the People's Joy, for their New King, 
They ſo Expreſt, as made the City Rig. 1 
And that the Noiſe is, which ye now have heard: in 
The Cauſe of which is juſtly to be fear'd. 
For Solomon now on the Throne doth ſit; 
And doth to eve'ry one what he thinks fit. 


He ( 
h 


At this Report the Gueſts were all afraid, 
And ſlipt away : not one amongſt them ſtaid 
With Adonijab. He, as well he might, 
Deſerted thus, fled, in a griev'ous Fright, 
Unto the Altar: of its Horns Caught hold, 
Hoping that Sacred Place now (as of old 
It had to others done) might him protect, 
At leaſt till he might other Means project. 
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> Wis Pardon to obtain. This being laid 1 Kings 
Before King Solomon; He thereon ſaid, | 

If He Himſelf a worthy Man will ſhew, 

Where ſhall, for this, no Puniſhment enſue. 

But if hereafter, He again ſhall try 

Wl Practices againſt me, He {hall die. 


Then Solomon ſome ſending, who ſhould bring 
Him, from the Altar, down unto the King; 
He came, and to the King himſelf did Bow, 
hich ſhew*d, he did his Sove'reignty allow. 

he King diſmiſſing him, this only faid, 

Go to thy Houſe : Do well; and be'n't afraid. 


This gentle Dealing the old King approv'd, 
No doubt; who Adonijah greatly lov'd: 
And therefore, probably, was glad to ſee, 
In his Succeſſor, fo much Ley. 
Which made him (when his Courtiers came, to Wait 
Upon him, and, with Joy, Congratulate 
This great Delive'rance) bow himſelf, and fay, 
Y- Bleſt be the Lord, &en Igels God, this Day; 
U 2 Who, 
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1 Who, me yet living, hath vouchſafed One 
© Of mine own Sons, to fit upon my Throne. 
The Senſe whereof did make this Godly King, 
Unto the Lord, his Nunc dimittis ſing. 


II And now, the Days of David drawing nigh, 
** Wherein, by Courſe of Nature, he ſhould dy: 
He of King Solomon his Leave did take ; F-:4 


And unto him he thus, at Parting, ſpake. 


Igo the Way of all the Earth (which is, Ho 
Of Dying, a well known Periphraſis) To 
© Be therefore ſtrong, and ſhew thy ſelf a Man, An 
That Thou before the Lord thy God mayſt ſtan Th 

And keep his Charge ſincerely, all thy Days, tor 
* To walk uprightly in his Sacred Ways; He 
Jo keep his Statutes; His Commands to do; In 
c Judgment 5 Obſerve, and Teſtimonies too. An 
That in whate'er thine Hand doth undertake, The 
Thou mayſt the Lord to thee Propitious mak: 


Y 9 
* 
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Then will the Lord Confirm his Word, which He 20 
Moſt graciouſly did ſpeak concerning me: 

- when He, ſome Years ago, was pleas'd to ſay & 48am 
If thine ſhall take good heed unto their Way, 19 
With all their Heart, and all their Soul to Walk 

cn, In Truth before me (and not Juſtice baulk) 


Then ſhalt thou never want a Godly Son, 
© To fit upon the Iſraelitiſn Throne. 


This aid, He Solomon Inſtruction gave 
How He, hereafter, ſhould himſelf Behave 
To ſome, who had from their Allegiance ſwerv'd : 
And Others, who of him had well deſerv'd. 
tan Then, having Liv'd Sevexty Years, and Reign'd 
1s, ere of them; and laſting Glory gain d: 

I He with his Fathers ſſept, and was interr'd 
In his own City, which he moſt preferr'd ; 
And which, to honour him, thenceforth became, 
ake, The Royal Sepulcher for Men of Fame. 


nake 
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And now my Muſe, might ſhe ſo high preſume, 
Would write this Epitaph upon his Tomb, 


EPITAPH. 


H ERE lies King David, whoſe ſharp Sword did quel 
The fierceſt Enemies of Iſrael. 

Here the Sweet Singer lies, whoſe various State, 

The Pſalms by him Compoſed, do relate, 

Here lies the Man, who (for the greateſt part) 

Did walk according to the Lord's own Heart, 

His Body in the Grave below doth Reſt : 

His Spirit lives above, among the Bleſt, 
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